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Foreign study

Migrants with
mortar boards

WASHINGTON, DC
Foreign students love America, but
other nations are wooing them

UN, adventure, the aphrodisiac effect of
a foreign accent—these are why 4.3m

university students study abroad. Oh yes,

and the need to prepare oneself for a glo-
bal career. Worldwide, the number of mi-
grants with mortar boards has more than

Students from China are the largest for-

eign contingent on American campuses—

more than a quarter of the total and up by
more than a fifth in a single year. Students
from India and South Korea come next, but
their numbers are declining, partly be-
cause more are heading to China to study,
and partly because America has made it

harder for foreigners to get work visas after
they graduate. The dip in the number of In-
dians and Koreans at American universi-

ties is smaller, however, than the increase

Jin the number of Brazilians and Saudis.

The latter now make up the fourth-largest
group of foreign students in America.
Ben Wildavsky, author of “The Great

doubled since 2000. And the number of

Brain Race”, says the global education mar-

foreign students at universities in America ~ketplace is becoming more competitive.

‘has risen by 40% over the past decade to a

America is still the favourite destination

high of 819,644 in the 2012/13 academic  for foreign students, but its market share

year, says anew report from the Institute of

International Education (i1g). ©ver the de-

cade to 2011/12 the number of Americans

fell from 23% in 2000 to 17% in 2011. Col-
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The competition is hardly zero-
sum—Mr Wildavsky writes of a “free trade
in minds” with the benefits widely shared.
Colleges love foreign students because

studying abroad has risen by 76%, to
283,000 (see chart).
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Minding the gap

CHICAGO

‘Teges in other countries have made them-

selves more attractive. Many now offer
courses in English, regardless of the native
tongue. They are also recruiting hard.

Education technolbgy helps minorities dob etter at umver51ty

nl}f ;10% c;fgiaci( co]legersttrldénts;y'

- tionsforstudentsin much the same way _

 sraduate within six years; 62% of
whites do. No one knows why.One - -
academic has suggested teaching “grit”
and “determination” in-the face of obsta-
cles. But what minority students often
needis good advice. Highereducation is
amaze of different courses and pro-
grammes, whichstudents who are the
firstin their family to attend college
ustruggle to navigate. Some choose their
courses simply because they begin late in
the morning, or because their friends are
doing them. As a result, they often fail.
Some institutions, such as Georgia
State University, have improved results
by getting faculty, advisers and older
students to work more closely with
minority students. But this takes time
and money. Technology can help.
~ The University of Arizona has a sys-
_tem called eAdvisor. This keeps track of
_each student’s progress towards his :
- degree, and can make sure that courses
which are critical but difficult—such as -
‘maths or statistics—are taken early on.
Thanks to this system, which came on-
line in 2007, the proportion of students
{of all races) who move up to the next

year each year hasrisen from 77% t0 84%.

that Netflixrecommends films to watch

- and Amazon offers goods to buy. The -

program ranks courses by their useful-

nesdto astudent for the degree heis

taking; and also predicts those in which

he is likely to get the best grade. =
- Large-scale trials of the Degree Com-

- passhave been held at Austin Peay State

University and three otherinstitutions.
Students who follow its course recom-
mendations increase theirnumber of
credithours and gain better grades.
(Credithours are the basic units that
count towards a degree in America.) The
usual probability of getting an A or a Bat
these institutionsis around 62%.Butifa -

_student takes a course in which Degree
~ Compass has predicted atleasta s for
him, there is a 90% chance he will get it.

When students take the courses they

“are recommended to, minority students
show the largest gainsin credithoursper

term. These gains largely erase the

‘achievement gap between whites and
~ minorities at those particular southern
~colleges. This stood at two credit-hours
- per termin 2011; last year it was o7 hours.
A similar resultwas found with poorer
students on Pell Grants. And the software

they tend to pay full fees. The I1E estimates
that they contributed $24 billion to the
American economy in the mostrecent aca-
demic year. The indirect benefits are prob-
ably greater: clever minds, wherever they
are from, tend to produce clever research.
America is not trying to poach foreign
brainpower, says the State Department.
Rather, it wants to send foreign students
home with fond memories and useful
skills. Employers, by contrast, would like
them to stay. But many are kicked out as

soon as they graduate. As Barack Obama
lamented last month, “It’s not smart to in-
vite some of the brightest minds from
around the world to study here and then
notletthem start businesses here.”
Foreign students tend to study in fields
where America has skills shortages, like
engineering, maths and science. Take Jared
Ye, who came to America from Shenzhen
and studied applied maths and economics
at Rice University. He is now pursuing a
phD at Cornell University. “I have no plans
to go back to China soon,” he says; on grad-
uation he wants to work in America.
About two-thirds of foreigners who earn
doctorates remain in the country.
American students seem to take a more
laid-back approach to foreign study than

their Asian peers. Just 9% of them study
abroad as undergraduates. After increas-

ing for years, the numbers are levelling off.
Those who do venture out tend to choose
agreeable destinations such as Britain

(12.2%), Ttaly (10.5%), Spain (9.3%) or France
(61%), rather than strategically important
ones such as China (5.3%). India does not
even make the top ten, and the Middle East
outside Israelis about as popular as spring
break in North Dakota.

Allan Goodman, the president of IIE,

~ New findings from four Tennessee
colleges support the idea that eAdvisors
work, Software called the Degree Com-
pass (developed by Tristan Denley, a
mathematician) makes course sugges-

~ can also predict future course demand.
_ Thisshould help colleges tailor their

schedules, so that more students get on to
suitable courses and graduate in four -

thinks more Americans should study
abroad. Passports should be as ubiquitous

as student 1Ds, he says. Foreign colleges of-

fer lower fees, lower drinking ages and

years—without dropping out first.

cross-cultural experience. However, few

have the prestige of the Ivy League. B



