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In most human endeavors of some depth and extension, more than one persons are
directly or indirectly involved. This dissertation is no exception. Rather, it is a tribute to
friendship and human solidarity. It is my pleasure to acknowledge some of the
contributors.
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students from my old Alma Mater, the University of Havana, whose names | won't give
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| owe much encoragement to my lifelong friend and fellow statistician Dr. Pedro
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Association, and to so many good friends God has blessed me with.
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