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"Douald P. Pickard

Chiol Ediloriel Writer, 470-2230
Sunday, June 19, 1988
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BUSINESS:E5

The United

i -1:-1—,.

1stro fihally.‘_--
Il let team-
pect jails..

rpe Gedda oK
wiated Press Y

: faig
iz jess bloody than the Bay.of
lets zurpenseful than the Cuban *
e crims. But a diplomatic can.
0 Uhes year plainly showed the -
sng nature of one of the worlds
aduring vivalrice: Lhe -Uniwed -
% Cuba. - - = g
“one was the annual U.N. Human °
Commission in Geneva and the
of the panel's seven-week win.
an might appear mundanely
katle: A& commission delegalion,
4 nviation, will visiu the jaland
e ihis rummer lo examine the
himan righta
1 actlon eulminaled mare than a
rxtraordinary effortn by Lhe
“tiles to ¢oll Cuba Lo account on -
“ts {axue and equally Inlense :
~ring by Cuba Lo counter the U.
n -

*F. WAS enough ambiguity In the
~ 1o permit both sldes Lo claim

gald,” sad Dennis Goodman, a
spartment olficial, summing up
[

LN

sl overwhelming politecal and
feal the [lengan administration
fered™ In Geneva, a Cuban Com-
arty daily said.
“om was memorahle for a num-
sans, There were Cuban allega.’
¢ the United Stater tried (o bribe
1 membera in @ frantic pursuit
and American assertlons that
< that voted against Cuba could
vave of Cuban-sponsored lervor-

\F, ALSO waz the presence of a
pahitkeal pritoner from Cuba as
5. delegate al Geneva — an
ment which stunned President
Lro. e said America was gllow.
!f to he represented by a con-
rrorist. "Shameless.” he catled |,

truggle brought inte focus the;
w taal Cuba has & deploreble yet!’
anored human rights record and
swin eantention that no Third
miry has done more Lo proteet
rafied in moderate language in
npt hy Americen representatlves |
'r hruad suppart: At no point did
'y accuse Cuba of violating,
sighta. i1
ulva lnbbied vigarously againet
ton, apparently 1o avoid the
approval for a'measure spon-
iz arch-enemy,
ing in seeret, Cuba and Argen.
Inmbin, Mexico and Peru came up
iHternate praposal, caliing for a
Cuba at Cuba's invitation this

alternative eventually wag
~d with U5 support. A first,
r. American delegates reacted
prize aidd anger 1o the new pro-
‘aving the impression thal they
“ave preferred an up-or-down
their awn.,

¥ THIRD Warld countries that
ht in the middle of the U.5.-Cu-
wiral war were clated al having
mared having a painful choice
+ Washingtan and Havana.

thans mamtained thoy had noth-
itle and Lthat they showed Lheir
1l by inviting a commission dele.
of an inspection tour. They said
nuld never he preasured lnto
' a human rights investigating
wd they interproted the withs
[ 1he U.S. proposal as a viclory,

+ {the United States) sustained
1 overwhelming defeat thal could
on inflicled on them.” said Raul
uri, bead of the Cuban delega-

Tubik #ntand 3 b S appppnieod

a

19RE, insishs: "There It no sin
righ
ansrsin

Jose Rolahdo Otero Sabnller

releasedfrom a Cuban
Jacksondn 1084, - . .

with the rank Iaﬁ\bassndor. contributed -
tentious almosphere 4,

The'administration saw in Valladares a
symbol ofiwhat il regarded as the area of
Cuba’s greotest 'vulnerabilily on the
human rightaissue: its weatment of polits
lcal prisonérs, - L

T
AR

 E AR T
nd Cuba reac

Pima . v
Cuha’s president, Fidel Castro, thowh ahov
7I! country In which human :
re feapected more carefully.” Bul hundreds of pris-
han jalls dispute that asserilon. Periodicaliy,.
Cuhn hnstelensed some of 112 prisancrs. One such prisone
o 81 rlght, klsves Cuban and, . ;
Americat (lngs alier arrlving in Minml, Fla, He way -
prison followlng a vislt by Jesse *-. -

Valladares gpent 22 ycars in Cuban .

prisons be!ore hig release in 1982 through
thé interdession of French. President
Francois Mitterand, He described hia
long ordeal hy a 1988 book, “Contra Toda
Esperanzy,” whose English trantlation ls
“Against Rl Hope.”, The book is a brutal
necount of Lthe aysiémstic abuse, includ-
ing torture, that he claimed w have sul-
[EEE R tane ernfy o)

T

"

Horaid Amarican M proiod
e speakingin'

ladares’ appointment, lelling an NBC
Interviewer-in Feburary, "You have
lurned .. -4 terrorist who was arrested
wilh a bag of dynamite supplied 1o him
by the U.S. Embassy. you have made him

.head of the U.5, delegation. Never in

his1ogy had such a shameless thing been

v Been.

Vailadarea denfed he was a member of *
the police (orce of the rightist diclalor-

-ship which. governed Cuba before 1959,

- He has said thal Cuban decuments pur-

perung o prove his membership in the

- police loree were [abricated, - -7 . -

Such was Cuba’s anlipathy Lo Valla-"

dores thal Cuban diplomats in several *

captlals last F‘rhmnrfv digtributed a 38.

[ERL T PRTTCE BLRN IR [ B ST LA ST Y

ke . H
Three former pritoners who recently
weie released and flew to Miami said Lhe
~.44:not included on Castro’s list
.apparently were being penalized for
slaging a prison protest. They said the
demonsirolors were assaulled by prison

guards In late May for refusing meals.

Enrique Hernandez Mendez. who had
been jailed for trying to leave Cuba with.
out suthorization, =aid the prolesters
objected Lo being moved into refurbished
cells o8 part of an efforl to create & false
" Ampression for the rights commission

i delegation. iy
THE U.8. delegation woni Lo Geneva
delermined Lo avold a repeat of the 1987
&rexion when n similar altempl (8 el

h ashowdown over

Anguish and
defiance insic
a Cuban pris

Editor’s note: Jorge Lirig Rt
Syracuse, ainr assistamd professor
ematics at the State Universuy o
York at Cortland, fled Juz native i
1950 in the Macicl Boathft. Ie .
famuly lived for two docacdes
reprossive regime of Fudel Castr
brother. Manuel Romew, was o1
opposition (o Casira’s goverm

‘wha in 1962 when he was char
conspiracy agminst the stale an
tented to 12 yoars.in prison. Al
heatth failed while in gl Mahie!
was sentenced lo an additronal |
prison for “"rofusing lo work " 1
released in 1975. and emigrated 10
Rica in 1979. This is the story
Romew's vicit to his brother m
his thoughts on Cuba's politica!
ors.

By Jorge Luls Romen
he \hick gray cencrete w
suddenly interrupted iy

T door, camplelely coverrd

steel plank. The guard epened i
on a small cot, was a pale-white, 1!
familiar figure.

In splte of the dim light — 1I*
barred window had aise been
with a steel plank — anil the =
squnak | recognized my older !
voice. “"Whal are you domg I
said, "Somcthing happened (o ¢
lady?

We hadn’t seen him inovera s
hadn’lL had any news from b o 1
us in all that time. He was a “pplan
“rooled one™ in Fnglish. lie
“lapiado” Loe, which loosely *
"cloistered within.”

These Cuban political prisone
lowing the Geneva Canvenlion
menl on prisoners of ronscicns
refused 1@ receive indoctrhirat
chain-gang work or wear the 1§
{formx of the camman canvicl
reprisal, thoy were first kepta
underwear in isolated wards,
family visits or corresponrdence
since Lhis treatment did not brea
they were tranaferred 1o the rem-
{atlo Prison and cloistered withs
cells. There, they weren cut off |
world and, in addition, were unai
cul and exercise, Lo lake the sun,
o communicale wilth one anothe

THESE ARRE NOT word2 Lake
Armanide Valladares™ testimon
“Contra Toda Fsperanza,’” It
Plaza y Janas, Barcelona. 1186
Hilda Perern’s fact-hased novet
tado,” (Editorial Planeta, Base
1941}, which deserilie the siu
Cuban prisoners of capsticnes
what | aclually saw, 1 1he cark
when 1 had Lthe rarc opportymty
my brother in *Las Tapiasdas™ «
iato prison.

Masl of these men have alreacds
their long original sentences, bi
are still being held The anes v
ven't been released are parl of ¢

litieal prisoncrs Castro has off
ree, in a recent Ietter Lo Mew
Cardinal John O'Connor, and 2
emigrate o Lhe United States,

hy were these men in prison
first place? These were not deli
but ordinaty citizens of all tra
walks of life, like you and me. M
them were former memboers of 1
lutlonary movement that brouph'
Castro 1o power in 1950, with <
pluralism and npational renewa
saw Lhele dreams go awry 1!
revolied against Castra's gnve
when Lhey realized it was bher
anolher dictatorial regime. They |
endured long prison terms, in a
where Lhere i8 no senlence re
unless you are willing Lo suhmil &
wrination and forced Inbor pinl
thoae refusing 1o ilo foreed libas -
econvieled, Invaking the vagrane



Herald American fils photes .-
e Sﬁeaking‘ Int

1 which human
indreds of lprl_s-
Periodically,.

e such prisoner,
s Cuban and ¢+ -
a, Hewas "', [
Isit biy Jesse <+ "

o

4 [N ot e 3
o ':‘l‘ wap b L
ORI LR T G K T B S
adares’ appointment,.telling an NBC’
nterviewer:in Feburary,"You have.
urned ... térrorist, who.was arrested
vith a bag of dynamite supplied to him.;
yy the U.S. Embassy, you have made him'
read of the U.S. delegation. Never'in
rstory had such a sha’melefs, thing -been
71 RS R SRS T PR L
Valladares denied he was.2a member of ’
he'police force of the rightist dictator-"
thip which' governed Cuba ‘before 1859.

—p

ol

de has said -that Cuban’documents pur- .

jorting to prove his membership in the
solice force were fabricated. - -
Such was'Cuba’s antipathy to Valla-
jares that Cuban diplomats in several
sapitals last Feburary distributed a 38-:
sage pamphlet entitled, “The 15 State
Department lies about Valladares.” ' “-
EARLIER THIS month, there were
signs that Castro was intent on escaping’
a harsh judgment by the delegation. He.
disclosed his intention to release all but |
44 of the 429 political prisoners he claims
Cuba is holding. el :
However, the list is believed somewhat.’
out of date because some of the prisoners
mentioned are said to be either dead or
already released. 4 Sl Rt

A g .
v A
:_Jé‘ f\':?':' L} o

. -~ THE U.S.
« determined to avoid a repeat of the 1987

*

e
vy T v L’ N :
i Mhree former prisoners who recently
‘were released and flew to-Miami said the

.44-not included on: Castro’s list,

.apparently were being penalized for

§taging ‘a prison pratest.; They said the

“demonstrators were assaulted by prison

* "guards in late May for refusing meals.

]

'\ Enrique Hernandez-Mehdez, who had

! beén jailed for trying to leave Cuba with-
.out.authorization, said the protesters

: objected:to being- moved into refurbished
‘icells.as part of an effort to create a false
"-impression for the rights commission
i delegation. L i :

delegation went to Geneva

.session when a similar attempt lo call

: attention to Cuba’s human'rights perfor-
" 'mance was defeated, 19-18, on a proposal
. by.India to set aside the U.S. resolu-

‘tion.

"> Many' American officials reacted bit-
| terly in the aftermath, particularly to the
yotes of five Latin American democra-

' ' cjes which refused to back the U.S. posi-

-tion, -+, | ,
'+ As U.S. officials described it, the Vene-

B HUMAN RIGHTS, Page E4

il 7
P ey
i

Wor‘,lﬂ ana, SN AUUEYIL WOLT Mams v i
out and exercise, to take the sun, or even
to communicate with one another.

THESE ARE NOT words taken from

Armando Valladares” testimonial book,
“Contra:Toda Esperanza,” (Editorial

. Plaza y Janas, Barcelona, 1986); or from

“" Hilda Perera's fact-based novel, “Plan-

tado,” (Editorial Planeta, Barcelona,
1981), which describe the situation of
Cuban prisoners of conscience. This is
what I actually saw, in the early 1970s,
when I had the rare opportunity to visit
my brother in “Las Tapiasdas™ of Bon-
iato prison.

Most of these men have already served
their long original sentences, but some

" are still being held. The ones who ha-

=

ven't been released are part of the 385
political prisoners Caslro has offered to
free, in a recent letter to New York's
Cardinal-John O'Connor, and allow to
emigrate to the United States. :

Why were these men in prison in the
first place? These were not delinquents
but ordinary citizens of all trades and
walks of life, like you and me. Many of
them were former members of the revo-
lutionary movement that brought Fidel
Castro to power in 1959, with dreams of
pluralism and national renewal. They
saw their dreams go awry. The rest
revolted against Castro’s government
when they realized it was becoming
another dictatorial regime. They have all
endured long prison terms, in a country
where there is no sentence reduction
unless you are willing to submit to indoc-
trination and forced labor and where
those refusing to do forced labor can be
convicted, invoking the vagrancy laws,
and kept indefinitely in jail.

Why has Castro’s government become
suddenly compassionate toward these
men, when it never fell this urge in 30
years? Some say Cuba needs to improve
its public image in a time when even
General Augusto Pinochet in Chile is
allowing the return of polilical exiles, the
organization of political parties and elec-
tions. And when Soviet leader Mikhail 5.
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last six years he was in-office and Cuomo

'has done the:same for the first six years:

of his lenure. * iee LA i g 4
The Legislature never has been able to

~muster the two-thirds majority needed to

‘override those vetoes, though it has
comecloses: |7 L T

" “Whenever you get exasperated if
you're unable to' find a solution to these

terrible, terrible problems you go to the

death penalty,” Cuomo said Tuesday, just

hours after Louisiana conducted the |

100th execution since the U.S. Supreme
Court ruling in 1976 that restored capital
punishment. ' ¥y iy

*It sums up your rage and indignation.
I understand that,” Cuomo said. It
‘doesn't work. It never did. Not only

"

L

doesn't it make things better, I suspect it

- makes them worse.”

ARGUING AGAINST the supposed
deterrent effect of executions, Cuomo
noted that nine states have higher mur-
der rates than does New York, and eight
of those have restored capital punish-
ment. Akgoefr S

" The refusal of'the two New York
governors to sign death penalty legisla--

tion is important symbolically, says
'y Henry Schwarzehild of the anti-capital

. punishment American Civil Liberties

{ Union. !

.+ ""Though polis conducted by legislators
, routinely show more than 70 percent of
. ‘New York residents favor reatoring the
. death penalty, New. Yorkers overwhelm-

ingly elected Carey in 1978, gave Cuomo
a slim victory in 1982 and a record-set-
ting re-election in 1986, The two Demo-
crats each time defeated Republicans
who supported the death penalty.

Votets respect governors who take a
moral stand on the death penalty,
Schwarzchild said.

“In other words, it is not the single
fatal noose that political leaders put their
heads in, though a great many of them
claim that that's the reason they follow
the popular cali for it,” he said.

THE STATE Senaté’s chief death pen-
alty advocate, Republican Dale Volker,
says New York's inability to restore the

B DEATH PENALTY, Page E4
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which cited 83 pregnancies among
students in Baldwinsville, when in
fact there were 25 that year,
according to the Bureau of Vital
Statistics.

The tabled APPS grant states
the clinics will provide service Lo
adolescents from Baldwinsville,
Liverpool and North Syracuse

experiunents on anumals ave teryi-
ble.

Personally, I think there must
be a beiter way, even when it
comes to medical and other
research that is truly for the bene-
fit of mankind, aithough I can
understand that some people
might feel that this sort of testing

Lurvs.

I applaud Berke Breathed of
“Bloom County” for bringing this
subject to the public's attention
and for putting it on the comic
page, as it is one of the most-read
sections.

KARIN WIKOFF
Aurora

A Cuban Referendum

Open Letter by Intellectuals Puts Pressure on Castro

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Cuban political prisoners found its way into the
Herald American’s Op-Ed page, some of my
close friends gave me a kind smile.

I had said that the problem of the Cuban political
prisoners could be completely solved by allowing
freedom of expression and having internaticnally
supervised, multi-party elections in Cuba.

SIX months ago, when an article of mine on

In October, I wrote about the Chilean referendum
in a Post-Standard op-ed piece and established a
comparison between the Chilean and Cuban dictator-
ships. I pointed out how Augusto Pinochet had car-
ried out an internationally supervised referendum in
Chile and had accepted his defeat in it, and how Fidel
Castro wouldn’t even consider such as idea. Some of
my pro-Castro acquaintances raised an eyebrow.

A lot has been written lately about a possible
Cuban referendum ever since Pinochet allowed one
in Chile. In the United States, and in Spain and
France, in Costa Rica and Peru, columnists have dis-
cussed the issue at length, breaking the ground for a
formal proposal.

It finally came the last week of December. An
“Open Letter to President Castro” was issued in
Paris and signed by over 160 internationally known
intellectuals. The letter was sent to Havana and
simultaneously published in 18 capitals of Europe
and Latin America. European intellectuais of the
stature of playwright Eugene Ionesco and director
Federico Fellini, of Latin American writers Vargas
Llosa and Octavio Paz, and of exiled Cuban poets and
writers Arenas and Perera, have openly demanded
from authoritarian Castro to be no less than his col-
league, authoritarian Pinochet. .

These intellectuals are demanding an internation-
ally supervised referendum for Cuba, within a multi-
party system and freedom of the press framework,
like Pinochet did in Chile. No more, no less!

This time, it was Castro’s turn to raise an eyebrow.

What was Castro’s answer to this open letter from
the intellectuals? At first he ignored it, as he usually
does with the things that bother him. Inside Cuba,
this always works. But it didn’t work this time.

Castro is currently looking for a pelitical opening
in Latin America. For the first time in years he has
been invited to attend the inauguration of Latin
American presidents (Ecuadorian president’s inau-
guration in the fall, Mexican Salinas’ in December).
Rumors are that he will also attend Perez’s in
Caracas, Venezuela, next month. Castro’s newly
found social urge, plus the relevance of the intellec-
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tuals who signed the open letter and its widespread
diffusion in Europe and America, make it impossible
for Castro to duck the issue this time.

Therefore, Havana's answer was that there is no
need for a Cuban referendum, that the Cuban people
overwhelmingly supported Castro 30 years ago, at
the start of the revolution.

But Castro doesn't give the Cuban people the right
to re-evaluate his performance and change their
minds if unsatisfied, like anybody else in this world
does. Havana also says that Castro has been duly
re-elected according to the hierarchical electoral
process defined in the 1975 Cuban constitution.

In this process, the people directly elect only pro-
vincial delegates. These elect the members of the
congress who, in turn, elect the president. All of this
in a country with a single employer, a single party
and government-controlled media.

Gen. Francisco Franco, in Spain, and Antonio
Salazar, in Portugal, were also regularly re-elected
in their respective countries for 40 years. However,
when both of these strongmen died and a really free
electoral process took place, the opposition won
beyond any doubts.

Is it that Castro, in the bottom of his heart, is
fearful of running the same fate as Pinochet has? Is
it that his overwhelming ego cannot handle the situa-
tion of barely winning the referendum — let alone of
losing it — if it takes place within the framework of
freedom of the press and a multiparty system?

If Castro thinks that this matter ends here, with his
rotund “no” to the public demand for internationally
supervised elections in Cuba, he is dead wrong. This
is barely the beginning. From now on, and until he
provides a satisfactory solution to this problem, Cas-
tro will have to live with this question wherever he
goes. And he wants to go places.

Castro is looking for an opening in Latin America
and the Western world that will help him through the
squeeze he is receiving from the Soviet Union. Castro
has refused te carry out any perestroika in Cuba. He
is dying to be invited to Venezuela and other nations
and to re-establish political and economic ties with
Latin America. Everybody wants tt' join the club,
when it is a good club.

But everything has a price. Pinochet had to yield
to the idea of a referendum. Arafat, to renounce ter-
rorism. Gorbachev, to implement perestroika and
glasnost.

Will Castro get a free ride?

{ftomen, who lives in Syracuse, is an assistant
professor of mathematics at the State University
College at Cortland. He and his family lived for two
decades under the regime of Fidel Castro )
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By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

oW do you like Chilean referendum

results?” asked my colleague, Placing

his tray on the dining hall table. “It was
a rotund ‘no’ for Pinochet’s regime!” t

“Just love them; we won!” sald I, finishing a
mouthful of my sandwich. *I think I'm going to
celebrate big tonight!” v g

*That's curious,” he sald. "I thought you were for
the ‘yes.” You are against the Sandinistas in Nicara-
gua and against Castro in Cuba. Aren't you for the
continuation of Pinochet’s dictatorship in Chile?”

“I am for pluralistic democracy across the
board, in Chlle as well as 16 Ciiba and Nlcaragua.
Not just at selected places,” sald 1. “Now that
democracy I8 on its way in Chile, I am looking
forward to seeing all those who worked to bring
pluralism back there to also contribute their fair
share to bring it back to other more senior dicta-
torships. Castro Included!”

“But it's not the same,” sald my colleague. “Cas-
tro is working for the Cuban people, and you
wouldn’t like to go back to Batista's dictatorship,
would you}".'r':{ Lyl

¥Those ate sarge reasons that were argued
by Pinochet’s supportérs in Chile,” I answered him.
“ ‘Do you want to go back to the four-digit inflation
of 1973, was the favorite slogan that Pinochet sup-
F&rters were runnlnﬁ throughout the entire

erendum campalgn.” Inflation was 1,200 per-

cent when President Allende was ov wn, and
there were shortages of lood, fuel and véry long
lines to obtain these goods in those times. " -
* "MNol" I continved sa to colleague. “'We .
want for Cuba the same optiond that’we want for
Chile; political pluralism. And we are a million
. exiles, which constitutes 10 percent of the Cuban
geoplel" I had finished my lunch, so I picked

a

k

CGH

< i
y and got ready to leave. But, then, I turned and
asked him: o :

“Do you also want for Cuba the same option you
seek for Chile? Or do you want for Chile the same
option we have In Cuba?” And I left.

The fact of the matter is that the recent Chilean
referendum Is an excellent occaslon to analyze
objectively, the consistency and reclprocity of our
political bellefs.

Chile and Cuba represent two radically different
political models which, lke often occur with all
extremes, are very close to each other. They are
both totalitarian regimes that present themselves
as the only natlonal alternatives for “saving” the
country from two different but extremely conve-
nient evils,

Castro came Into power in Cuba 80 years ago,
after seven years of Batista's authoritarian dicta-
torship. At the head of a popular revolution, Castro
promised the Cuban people a return to pluralism

and good government. o
He then took over the media, dissolved the politi-

cal parties, the army nationallzed the big and small
industry, commerce and agriculture and then
announced that he was a MarxIst. Opponents o his

s @

No Excuse tor Repression
Chile arid Cuba Both Suffer Under Totalitérianism

political and economical policies were jailed, fired
or forced to emigrate,

One milllon Cubans roam the earth, and many
uncounted others suffer in silence inside Cuba, ever
since, Castro declared himself the “guardian” of
the Cuban nationality against the American
imperlalism, accused of pro-American sympathies
anybodi who disagreed with his policies and
aligned himself with the Soviet Unijon.

Pinochet came to power In Chile 15 years ago, in
1973. He deposed Chllean President Salvador
Allende, who three years earller galned power In a
deadlocked election, where his lalist coalition
obtained 36 percent of the popular vote (to 28 per-
cent for the Christlan Democrats and 34 percent
for the Conservatlves),

Alter the military coup, Pinochet dissolved the
Congress and the political partles, banned the
unions and sold back to private hands the com-
panies that Allende’s government had nationalized
or intervened. Pinochet also portrays his govern-
ment as the one that reduced inflation from 1,200
percent to 20 percent annually, and that has rein-
stalled order and stabllity to a country that was “at
the verge of a civll war in 1973,” &

As a result of these two dictatorial regimes, both.
countries suffered greatly, generating thousands of
political prisoners and political exiles. Tens of
thousands in the case of Chile, had to leave their
homeland for 15 years; they are now back, organiz-
Ing thelr followers for the no in this referendum.

undreds of thousands In the case of Cuba also
had to leave the island. Castre has never talked
about a ble roturn, ndr of allowing the reorga-
.. hization of political Jes, nor of allowing the
rganisation of an Internationally supervised
referendum in Cuba. Thefe are’no independent - '

let alone bpposition — medla In Cuba. Only the.
*&r t press can drill the Cuban people with
dfficlal interpretation of the world. That iIs

7. Why a0 many Cubans turn every day to Radio
"Martl, the BBC and other short wave radio stations,
for Information. i R
Excuses {o justify a totalitarian regime we can -
always find. Qur question, however, remains the

same. R
Deep in our hearts, are we slmply and hon-
estly in favor or the pluralistic political system? Or
are we kidding ourselves — and maybe others —
and really supporting plurallsm only at selected
places, where our friends are out of government?
Are we really searching for all sorts of excuses to
cover up defects and uncomfortable realities for
those governments we like and support while con-
demning, for the same behavlor, those we dislike?

Answers for these very personal questions are
ones that only each of us can find in the privacy of
our hearts. Whether we are willing and aEle to pro-
vide answers for them, with candor, will define the
type of human beings that we are. -

(Romeu, who lives in Syracuse, Is an assistant
professor of mathematics at the State University
College at Cortland. Romeu fled his native Cuba In
1980 ip the Mariel Boatlift. He and his family lived
for two decades under the regime of Fidel Castro.)
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COMMENT

Dissimilar Elections
In Paraguay, It Buys Time; in Panama It’s a Weapon

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

have just taken place in Latin America last

week: one in Paraguay and the other in Pan-
ama. However similar they may seem at first
glimpse, they are radically different in more than
one way.

It is true that both Panama and Paraguay have
suffered stern authoritarian dictatorships under
democratic cover. It is als¢ true that, in both cases,
the presidential candidate supported by the govern-
ment predictably has been expected to win. It is still
true that both governments were compelled to
organize etections because of internal and interna-
tional political pressure and economic problems -
not their love for democracy. And finally, the prime
objective for conducting these elections has been to
buy time.

But here is where the similarities end.

If we perceive elections as some sort of innoccuous
popularity contest where the winner takes all, then
both processes are identical. However, if we believe
that elections are complex, multi-stage processes
with profound consequences, then we can point out
the following radical differences between the two:

In Paraguay, Alfredo Stroessner’'s regime repre-
sented a stable (34 years) political system with a
powerful and well-organized political base: the
Colorado Party. In Panama, by contrast, Gen. Man-
uel Noriega has governed for less than a decade with
a heterogeneous group more interested in short-term
material gain than in a long-range political stay.

In Paraguay, Stroessner was deposed by his own
followers when he became a burden for the continu-
ity of the system. The Colorado Party is now rapidly
trying to evolve in order to survive, It apparently has
accepted the principle of power-sharing in a pluralis-
tic democracy and is now willing to give up its
monopoly of power not to lose it all later on.

The opposition, apparently, has understood this
change in attitude and is willing to play the game to
take the country back into the democratic path.
Between these two political forces they may achieve
it, sparing the nation the blood bath and destruction
of an open power struggle.

Hence, the time that the Paraguayan election is
currently buying is, hopefully, the necessary one to
make the transition to a mutually agreed pluralistic
democracy.

In Panama, on the other hand, Noriega doesn't
seem to care much about the opposition, its role or
a return to formal democracy. A shrewd operator,
Noriega has successfully wrapped himself in the
national flag, as so many other dictators conven-
iently do, to obtain some sort of legitimacy and sup-
port for his government. The opposition, apparently

TWO apparently similar electoral processes

overconfident of American support, hasn’t been wise
enough to find a way out of government for him and
his entourage.

Hence, each side seems to be using the electoral
process to destroy the other. And the futile time they
are currently buying may prove just enough until
their next inevitable clash.

How can such a difference exist between such two
apparently similar processes?

Maybe because Paraguayans have finally under-
stood there are three stages in an election, and Pana-
manians haven’t.

First, in an election the government recognizes the
existence of alternative power groups (the opposi-
tion) with valid interests and solutions to the national
problems (their platform). Second, these alternative
groups are allowed to share their ideas with the
nation as a whole (the political campaign). Finally,
the election itself permits one of these groups to take
charge under two conditions: to hear and take into
account what other groups have to say and to relin-
quish power after a finite period of time,

This political reality, which in our days has been
acknowledged by several European and American
governments, apparently has been accepted in Par:-
guay.

Ir: the 1970s, for example, in post-Franco Spain as
well as in post-Salazar’'s Portugal, all political groups
accepted pluralism to avoid civil war. The same
occurred in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay in the
early 1980s. And the same is taking place in Chile.

At the other end of the political spectrum, in the
Eastern European countries, we are starting to
observe the same political behavior. In Poland, Soli-
darity has been legalized and allowed to present can-
didates in an open election. And in Hungary, res-
tricted political associations have been allowed.
Apparently, what wasn’t possible for Dubcek during
the Spring of Prague in 1968 or for Imre Nagy in
Budapest in 1956 is becoming feasible today.

Dictators from the right and from the left, Gen.
Andres Rodriguez of Paraguay and Gen. Wojciech
Jaruzelski from Poland, may finally have realized
that to function efficiently as a nation the consent
and contribution of all its citizens is required.
Noriega, apparently, has failed to grasp this.

Inadvertently amidst these noisy ones, a third
Latin American presidential election has taken place
this week, too. In Bolivia, for the second time since
its return to pluralism in 1985, the citizens went to
the polls to select a president in a three-way race:
left, center and right.

There is hope. Time is working for democracy,
these days. Let's pray for the best. i

Romeu, who lives in Syracuse, is an assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at the State University Col-
lege at Cortland. He and his family lived for two
decades in Cuba.
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Lighthearted

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Although "El Super"” was shot
entirely in New York City, it is a
Cuban film through and through.

It was filmed by a Cuban-
American crew, under a small
“cinema verite”-style budget. In
addition to its Cuban director and
actors, its theme is Cuban: the
story of a family of exiles strug-
gling in poor neighborhoods of
New York City.

The main character is Roberto
Amador Gonzalo, “el super” (the
building supervisor), a 42-year-old
former Cuban bus conductor who
left his native land in 1968 with his
young wife and little daughter. He
settles in an old Hispanic section
of New York, and takes a job as
the supervisor of a dilapidated
apartment house,

He struggles with the job, hav-
ing to raise a family in a society
very different from the one he
left. He still yearns for the land he
left behind, because of his political
dissent, and to which he can never
return.

Ten years later, finding that he
no longer can stand life in New
York City, Gonzalo plans to leave
for Miami, Fla., the city that's clo-
sest to his homeland. The film
uncovers all sorts of comical
situations in the daily life of the
super, who finally achieves his
objective of moving toward the
sun.

Gonzalo is neither an educated
bourgeois nor a wealthy land-
owner. By his neatly kept apart-
ment and the many religious
images displayed throughout his
home, you can feel he is an ordi-
nary, independent-minded working
man with a traditional back-
ground. Although forced to leave
Cuba because of the drastic
changes of an atheistic and highly
authoritarian regime, he has
become attached to the American
system. Yet el super misses his
homeland.

His wife is primarily a mother
and homemaker, the traditional
backbone of a Cuban family. She
keeps house, and suffers from the
lack of communication between
herself and her Americanized
teen-age daughter.

“Don’t you think I didn't spend,

‘El Super’:
Cuban Film Outside Cuba

FILM REVIEW

during my engagement to your
father, many nights without sleep
for wanting to be with him?" she
asks her pregnant daughter.
“Couldn't you have waited, too? Or
at least have told me?” She scolds
her severely, but she doesn't turn
her away; it's her family.

The girl, too, faces her share of
the tragedy in the Cuban
experience: that of a child who is
growing between two cultures,
wanting to assimilate into the one
without turning away from the
other.

Two family friends represent
the contrasts between the Cubans
and the rest of the American
Hispanic culture. The Cuban
friend is a burned-out, ex-Bay of
Pigs expeditionary who sees life
only through an anti-communist
prism. A Puerto Rican, a close
friend of el super, goes with him to
play dominos and talk politics.

When the Puerto Rican confides

to el super that “I have never told
you about our problems, ... about
the Ponce killings, ... " Gonzalo
retorts: "“Yes, but if you want to go
back tomorrow, you just go to the
Eastern (airlines) counter and buy
a ticket.”

El super dreams of moving to
the Hialeah section of Miami,
which closely resembles a subur-
ban city next to Havana. The
dream comes true when el super
receives a letter from a friend
with a job offer in Miami. At a
farewell party, we again find the
theme of the separation of friends
and family, an experience all the
guests had bitterly lived through.

“El Super” can be seen as an
entertaining light comedy (in
Spanish, with English subtitles) or

as an excellent opportunity to [

understand the Cuban-American
experience. To its director, Leon
ichaso, we say, “Thanks, buddy.
You did a good job.”

Jorge Luis Romeu, a native of
Cuba, is assistant professor of
mathematics at SUNY Cortland,
where “El Super” will be screened
at 7 p.m. Thursday. It is the last in
a series of three Hispanic films
shown in the fall semester.

LIQUIDATION SALE ™" /.
* HANDMADE PERSIAN & ORIENTAL RUGS

... " Save 60-80% off Retail Prices

* Shipments of Merchandise specially ordered to open
Retail outlets.
* Due to unforseen circumstances, Financial investors te
lions of Dollars of fine Handmade Qriental rugs will be
letters of Credit from Major Banks on behalf of Importe
« Selection of over 500 rugs including Perslan, Turkish,
nian, Pakistan, Chinese & Russian rugs from 2x3 lo 12x

Examples: Size: NOW Examples: Size:

Heavy Chinase Killim 4'5x6'8 $99 Heavy Scuiptured  9x12
Chinese

Scuiptured Aubusson x12 899 Pergian Isphahan 10x 1

ONE DAY ONLY:

FRIDAY, NOV. 18th

10 AM.-8 P.M,
SYRACUSE AIRPORT INN
HANCOCK INT'L AIRPORT
NO. SYRACUSE

Carlificate of Authanticity with every rug. One-of-A-klnd items, Subject |
Terms: Cash, Check & all Major Credit Cards.
Embassy Auctloneers, Inc. Into: 800-423-5¢

ALL.
COLLEC

ANNOUNCING PHONE-A-LOA
the fast, convenient way to apply fi
Marine Midiand personal instalim
loan. Now you can get a great low |
and an answer in just 24 hours or I
Whatever you need—a new car, a|
boat, an addition on your house—it
your fingertips with Phone-a-Loan.

CALL1-800-843-5515
Monday—Friday 8a.m.—8p.m.

MARINE MIDLANDE
" Let’s work it out together
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KATHRYN ZONA
Co-News Edior

Ja order 1o educaie the
Coriland College Communi.
ty aboul gay and leshian
sues an ad hoe commiliee
way_ formed last year
[V987-88} wscled the Lesbian
:md Gay Concerns Commit.
ce,

This commitice worked Lo
address majur iswwey on cam.
pus. b added the definion
ol sexual oncrtation 1@ the
vaollege handbook, tp
puaraniee (hat homsphobr
threatsy and slurs would not
be woleraied. The comninee
abwy introduced  speakers,
und Ol o campay thal

dealt with issues of seaual
harrassmient,

This year the comminice
provided a report on their
success and fequesied sian-
ding commuttee s1alus.

The Lesbian and Gay con-
cerns  comimittee, which
siems lrom the minority and
womens sludy council, has
¥&1 10 be approved by the ac-
tmg provost, Moreis Bogord,
Following Bogard’s an-
ticipated approval 1the com-
mitiee will have full commit.
1e¢ sttus as o other com-
midlecs under the munority
and woinens coungl,

A group ol siudents
recently organized & group
called the Gay and Leshian

Gay and Lesbian Alliance

formed at Cortland College

Alliance a3 a branch o1 the
Lesbian and Gay concerns

commillees.

GALA will be a totally in-
dependent siudent organize-
tion with no officiat connec-
100 o the Lesbian and Gay
Concerns  Commniltee,
although  Margaret Nash
Coordinalor of Lesbian and
Gay concernt and Pairicia
Ftancis, Chairwoman of
minotily and womens studics
said they will support
GALA. “'The purpose of the
GALA" said Lowic Larwon,
Carcer Planning and Place-
ment, “is 10 become an
ofgamized group to promote
educational prograims for the
collepe population,

Tuition increase?

By PAMELA R. KUJAWA
Co-News Edilor

A financial crisit in the
New York Staie budget may
spell a tuition increase for
SUNY students.

Governor  Marie Cuomo

ave the Chancellor of the

UNY  system, D. Bruce
Johnstone, a proposal 10 cut
back spending by 90 million
dollas. In order 1o meet this

roposal campuses would

ave 1o be closed or Wition
Increased.

Jim Cullen, former CCSA
President and SASU's Vice
President for Campus Al
fairs, feels that this would
reduce the “accessibility and
quality of (the) SUNY
{system).™ SASU has been

i1zi 4 to lubby

Chilean Referendum-chance

to review political beliefs

Hy JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Speciul 10 the Press

“How do you hke the
Chiteun Referendum
resulis?” asked my col
league, placing his ray an
the dinmg hatl table, 18 was
a rotiund NO for Pinochel's

regimef*"
“Just love them; we
won!'' said 1, finushing a

mouwhiul of my sandwich,
1 think 'm ogomg 1w
celebrate big 1omaghe'**

*“That's curious *, he said.
I thoughl you were for the
YUS. Yuou are agmnst the
Sandinisvias in Nicaragua and
agamst Castiro in Cuba.
Aren’l you lor the continua-
tion of Pinochel's dictator-
ship in Chile?*

"1 am for pluralisiic dem-
oracy across the board: in
Cinle as well as in Cuba and
MNicaragua. Not just al
selecied places™, said |,
“*MNow that democracy 15 on
its way in Chile. | ani looking
forward 10 sceing ait 1hose
who worked 1o bring
pluralism buck there 10 also
conribute their fair share 10
bring it back 10 other more
sewor dictatorships. Castro
included!™’,

**Bul il"s not the same'’,
sard my colleague. *"Castro is
working for the Cuban pea-
ple, and you wouldn't like to
go back to Batisia's dictaror-
ship, would you?"'.

“Those are the same
reaens thal were argued by
Pinochel's supporiers in
Chile™, | answered him, "' Do
you want 10 go back to the
fowr digit inflation of 1973,"
was the (avorite slogan that
Pimochet  suppotters  were
runming ihroughoul the en-
tre Relercnduin ciunpaiga'™,
InMavon was 1200 percent
when President Allende was
oventhrown, and there were
shorigges of food, fuel and
sery lung lines 1o oblan
these guods in those (imes.,

UNe!'" 1 conbmued saying
10 my colleage. “*We wanl
for Cuba the same options
that we wamt tor  Chile:
political pluralism. And we
are a milkion exiles, which
comtitute 10 percent of the
Cuban people!™ | had finish.
ed my lunch, 0 | picked up
my iray and got ready 1o
leave. But then, | wrned and
asked him:

“Do you abo want for

Cuba the same opiion you
seck for Chile? Or do you
wanl for Chile Lthe same op-
tion we have in Cuba?'' And
lleh.
The fact is, the recem
Chilean Refercndum us an
cacetlent occasion 10 analyze
abjectively, the Conststency
and Reciprocity of our
political beliels.

Chile and Cubs represent
two radically different
political models which, as

OHlen occurs with extremes,
are very close 10 each other.
They are both 1otalitarian
regimes which present
themselves as the only Na-
tional alterpatives for *‘spv-
ing" the country from two
diflereni but eatiemely con-
venient evils.

Castso came inlo power in
Cuba thirty years ago, after
seven  years of  Batisia's
authorilarian diclatorship,

Atthe headofa  pupular
revolution, Castro promused
the Cuban people a teturn 1o
pluralism and good govern-
ment. He then took over Lhe
media, dissolved the polincal
parties, the army, aationaliz-
ed the big and smaii industry,
commerce and  agriculiure
and then announced that he
was a Marxisi. Opponents 10
his poliical and economic
policies were jailed, fired or
forced 1o emigrate. One
million  Cubans roam she
tarth, and many uncounted
others suller in sitence inside
Cuba, ever since. Castro
declared himself the “'guar-
dian'* of the Cuban na.
tionality against the
American  impenalism, ac-
cused of pro-American sym-
pathies anybody who
disagreed with his policies
and zligned himself with the
Soviet Unien.

Pinochet came 16 power in
Chile (ifleen years ago, in
197). He deposed Chilean
Presid Salvador Allende

Quote of the week:
“*May lhe
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lnward and ouiwird man be
one."" —Socrates

who Lhree years earlicr gain-
ed power in & deadlocked
elecrion, where his Socialist
coalition obtained 36 percent
of the popular vote {10 28
percent for the Chnstian
Democrats and 34 percent
for the Conservatives). After
the military coup, Pinochet
dissolved the Congress and
the Political Parties, banned
the unions and seld back 10
peivate hands the companies
that Allende’s government
had nationalized or interven-
ed. Pinochet also portraits
his government as the one
which reduced iNalion from
1200 percent to 20 percent
annually and that has
teinstalled order and siability

the legislature. Signatures
have been gathered from
studenis around the sme.
According 1o Cullen, the
“fight isn't over.™ SASU
went 10 Governor Cuomo
and asked for a luition
freeze. The lobbying will not
conclude ualil negotiable
{eTins are met,

Aside from the rtﬂ:ur Lui-
tion increass that ]
prupused 13 the $750 oul-of-

slate tuinion increase 1hat the
chancello: has alse propos-
ed. This increase Is in addi-
tion to the 3750 out-of-siate
increase over this past sum-
mer. This amounts to a
$13500 wition increase if pass-
ed. “*This increase ks especial-
ly alarming because the ma-
jority of out-of-t1ate
sludents are people of color

from various cultural
backgrounds. At m time when
SUNY is emphasizing
cullusal diversity, this pro-
posal seems counter-
productive. Facts show thet
luition increase discourages
enrollmem®™ siated Cullen.

SASU will ook imo 1wd
areas 10 help alleviaie the in-
crease. The first is 10 try 10
decrease Bundy Aid (public
money (rom 1ax payers that
gues to private universilies.)
The second area is 10 look in-
10 the louery, which should
be giving profits to higher
educasion,

Recently SASU hay suc-
cessfutly discouraged the
chancellor from supporting
the Luition increase by work-
ing through the governur,
“11 s been a victury tor the
students and SASU," sccor-
ding 10 Cuticn,

- By KELLY A. BOGAN
Assistant News Editor

On Monday Oct,2), the
College Republicans
presenied  Senator James
Seward Seward, New York
Siate Senator of the Sth
district, spoke 10 siudents
and faculty in the Corey
Union Exhibition Lounge.

Seward spoke of the two
main themes of his campaign
and how they were acheived
the firsi beng tax cuis. In
April of 1987, a three year
phase tax cut was initiared,
"In1wo years,'" said Seward,
“1ax rales will be back to
what they were in 1958.""
Sewards's second theme was
the creation of more jobs,
and the zesurgence of
cvenomic developmem in the
pust years. More job oppor-
tunities  are  available now
than ever before, Seward
feels he has been succesaful
in ‘‘bringing back the
bacon’” 1o the 50th senatoriat

dastrict,

Senator Seward speaks1
at Cortland College

Seward wenl on to enpress
s suppont for Kepublican
presidential  candidale
Grorge Bush. ""George Bush
will ‘be elected®, stated
Seward.

1ssues raised by Corlland's
siudenis and laculty, includ-
cd gelting siudents 10 voue,
the SUNY budget, highway
funding, the stale of the
SUNY sysiem, taxes, encrgy
conservation, Bundy Aid,
and the banning of irradiated
oods.

Seward is a strong sup-
porier of the SUNY sysiem.
He presenily serves on &
higher educalion commitee,
working lo restore the SUNY
budgel. He promsed to be
looking elsewhete concerning
culs. Seward l:rces the
SUNY system has been
squeczed long enough,

Seward concluded with &
question of how many
students wese regisiered to|
vole. Swudents suending in-
farmed the Senator of the|
1550 pewly registered
studenis.

10 & country which was "3
the verge of & civil war in
1973,

As & resull of these two
dictatorisl regimes, both
countrics suffered grearly,
gencrating thousands of
political prisoness and
political exiles. Tens of
thousands in the case of
Chile, had to leave their
homeland for 15 years; they
are nhow back, organizing
their followers for the NO in
this referendum. Hundreds
of thousands an the case of
Cuba also hed to leave the

island. Castro has never talk-
ed about a posuible return,
nor of allowing the
reorganization  of politcal
parties, nor of aliowing the
orgamization of an anterna-
tionatly supervised Referr-
ndum in Cuba. There is no
independent--let  alone op-

silion media in Cuba, On.
y the government press can
drill the Cuban peaple with
their official interpretation
of the world, That is why so
many Cubans turs every day
10 Radio Marti, the BBC and
other short wave radio sta-
tions for information,



COMMENT _

Three Power

Should Tdtéijtarians 1 ose

Sleep over World Evenis?

w7 By JORGELUISROMEU .~ .,

N THREE political events, largely interrelated;

'l : have occurred around the world: the elections

: in Poland, the student revolt in China and the"
-.*.*.death of Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran. If, separately, -
... they are eloquent enough about the special charac-
-7 teristics of their respective countries, together they

tell us a powerful story. ’ :

Sti*uggﬁes

- In Poland, for the first time in 40 years,é free

election has taken place. A legal opposition organiza-

© - tion, Solidarity Union, was allowed to contest the rul-

ing Communist Party. And without the benefit of
equal media time or space, without the contacts or

* the skills that many years of legal operation provide

to any political organization, Solidarity obtained over
80 percent of the popular yote. By all counts, this isa

. resounding victory. :

-+ A few months ago in Chile, Gen. Augusto Pinochét

- lost his plebiscite when he received oply 43 percent -

- of the'vote.  Pjnochet is now getting ready to leave.

Besides being a strong indicator of the Polish peo-
ple’s desire for a drastic change, the bare 20 percent

of the pro-communist popular vote could also be.
taken by the current Polish authorities as an invita-, -

tion to leave. . - . '

In China, hundreds, maybe thousands of college .

students have been massacred in the public square by
government troops for demanding more political
freedoms. Born and raised in a totalitarian society,

", these Chinese students put their lives on the line to

claim their right to make their own decisions. They

did not want the party making decisions for them
- any more. in exchange for.a guaranteed minimum
- standard of living, ' ; -

In Iran, Khomeini, a religious leader-turned politi-
clan, was considered nothing short of holy in his

" native Iran.. Followed more by religious faith and

emotional consideration than for the force of his
arguments, Khomeini’s death creates a large power
vacuum that has to be filled rapidly. The question
remains, which of the competing power groups will
get it and how. Ty ]

If we overlay these three stories, we obtain an
even clearer picture of what these events are all
about. ... . T : ;

.The search for individual freedom is intrinsic in

the human being and only second to the search for
daily nourishment. This has been demonstrated by
the events in Poland and China.’ -
" . In both these countries, the people have been sub-
Jected, for years, to “electoral” processes where 99
percent of the potential voters cast 99 percent of
their votes in support of the ruling party. And now,
when given a real free choice, the majority rejects
its rule. ;

Sf/mm

. Second, it is evident that economic reforms are not
envugR, if they are not accompanied by political
eforms. We have just seen that in China. When peo-
ple are ready for reforms, either they obtain them
via negotiations, like in Polane| or attempt to get

om via op.iu struggle, like in China. 2

[f Chinese authorities think they can drown in
Liood the people’s quest for freedom and reforms, let
them just look to Hungary and Poland. There, in
1956, the Soviet tanks and local communist troops
silenced with bullets the people’s protest. Today,
barely 30 years later, the same dommunist govern-
ments'have been forced by history to-undertake the
most $weeping political reforms in all the Eastern

' Bloc. Freedom can be delayed, but never forsaken.

The Chinese events also show that caution should
be used when dealing with totalitarian societies. Con-
servative hard-liners are reluctant to bring about
change. And unlike in open Western societies, they
are just waiting for the right occasion to.regain
power through internal reshuffling. Even when the
leaders are honestly in favor of evolution, an abrupt
internal struggle — like the present one in China —
can turn around the trend any time. _

The death of the ayatollah reminds us of the frailty

-of human nature and of the greatest problem in a
 totalitarian society: that of swift and peaceful suc-

cession. Khomeini is barely gone; the power struggle
in Iran has just started, and heaven knows where it is
going to lead them. !

These three political events are very thought-pro-

‘voking. But should they make us or the tolalitarian

rulers of the world lose sieep?

For example, it would be no surprise if Cuba's
Fidel Castro, who doesn’t want to have a plebiscite
for fear of obtaining the same resuits as the Polish
just did, cannot sleep very well this weck. .

Castro, now 62, may fear that within his ow
government there may be some who think he will
soon rejoin Khomeini.

In that case, a power struggle is likely to occur
among the three factions that support the govern-
ment: the old communists, the Sierra Maestra guer-
rillas and the socialist generation formed in the last

. 30 years. A similar situation to the one in Grenada in

1983, when Maurice Bishop was murdered in a power
struggle, may arise.

Already some in Cuba may be seriously consid-
ering the possibility of retiring Castro, as recenily
occurred to Paraguay's Alfredo Stiroessner, and then
slowly opening up the system, like in Poland, toward
power-sharing with the opposition. This course of
action could avoid a bloody revolt, like the one in
China, that would open the door for an international
intervention, like in Grenada.

Isn't that a really unsettling thought for an old
autocrat? ; :

RRomeu, who lives in Syracuse, is an assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at the Siate University Col-
lege at Cortland, Ile and his family lived for two
decades in Cuba. '
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Tlp of the Iceb«erg in Cuba

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU '

_ HE arrest, trial, sentencing and execution on

E drug dealing charges of Cuban Gen. Arnpaldo
Oclioa has made the front pages in Miami. But

_ there are strong reasons for it to be considered hard
news anywhere. ..

-~ Gen. Ochoa, 58, was decorated by I‘xdel Castro in

:)1984 as a “Hero of the Cuban Revolution.” Ochoa
commanded the Cuban expeditionary forces in Elhio-
pia and was considered the architect of the Cuban
military victories there, Later on, he commanded
Cuban forces in Angola and in Nicaragua. And until
last month, he was third in the chain of command in
t]’ne Cuban army. LEy HE

' . But now, with six other high-ranking army and

5 mtelllgence officers, Gen.. Qchoa had heen.indicted

i.and sentenced for setting up and operatmg a smug-
“gling ring that introduced Colomblan cocaine in the

{ United States. These operations had been repeatedly

¢ denounced in the past by U.S. authorities and repea-
* tedly denied by the Cuban -government. It is now

. apparent that they were true after all.

To the supporters of this approach, we remind that
Castro, an astute operator, has effectively remained
in power for over 30 years. He is not so clumsy. And
the sacrifice of a close associate as Arnaldo Ochoa is
not done without undue cause. Other, more expend-
able scapegoats could have easily been found,

There is yet a third, pragmatic, more sophisticated
approach. It supports the idea that Castro was pres-

“sured by his Soviet patrons to drop the inefficient

Latin American guerrilla operation. It was costing '
too much and yielding too little. But Castro dndnt
want to stop it. :

Then, Gen. Ochoa, a loyal and.old comrade, sug-
gested the drug trafficking scheme as an efficient
solution with several consequences. It would provide

“funds to support the guerrillas and other operations

~'in Latin America as well as some badly needed hard
"cash in Cuba to develop tourism in the island. All this

hard gash would come from the drug dealers, who
would. gladly pay for the services rendered in Cuba

i-as théy smuggled their drugs from Colombia to the

Two weeks ago, the Cuban government apparently '

found out and arrested the officers. A military “High
Court of Honor” was organized to look at the prob-
lem. As a resuit, Ochoa and all his accomplices were
stripped of their military ranks, medals and govern-

ment and party positions and sentenced to death or

long imprisonment.
.~ But.the substance of the problem doesn't lle,m
these sensational and highly publicized events but in
. another lmportant one: Was it really possible, as Cas-
‘ {ro's government now claims, that such a large, com-
- plex and long-lived operation could have taken place
in a tightly controlled counlry like Cuba without the
_ knowledge and acquiescence of the hlghest power
- circles?
There are, at least, three theones to explain it. We
wﬂl call them the “nalve,” the “hard-line” and, the
h "pragmatlc" explanahons, respectively.
The *paive’ approach suggests that the current

fdrug -busting events in Havana are nothing but .

. another proof of the “‘good will" of the Cuban govern-
i ment.’ Castro . was completely ignorant of the drug
} traffic and he ordered the crackdown as soon as he
found out. Consequently, Castro’s behavior.should be
x encouraged with better economic and polmcal rela—
z tions between Cuba and the United States. -« .
" This simple -explanation leaves an lmportant
6 unanswered question. How, for over two years,
Colombian drug dealers enlered and left the Cuban
ports, airstrips and used sophisticated Cuban intelli-
gence reports without the knowledge and complicity
of the highest Cuban authorities?

The second, “hard-line” explanation, states that -

the real ring leader and the only one to blame is
Castro. After years of accusations, Castro was no
‘longer able to maintain his cover-up and was forced
to acknowledge that he was trafficking with drugs.
Then, Castro found some “convenient” scapegoats to
blame as he has traditionally done with ali his other

{JFEVIOUS political and economic mistakes during the
ast 30 years.

United States. Finally, the spreading of drugs in the
United States would contribute to the “moral decay”

- of capitalism. Convinced by all this, Castro conven-

‘iently looked the other way and let his people run the

operation for him for all this time.

But .maybe there arose a small and unexpected
problem. Maybe Gen. Ochoa, a Soviet-lrained field
commander, well-liked by his seasoned troops after

- many years under fire in Ethiopia, Angola and
Nicaragua, was getting too powerful. Maybe Ochoa's

ideas about the Cuban future were more in tune with
Soviet perestroika than with Castro’s return to the
past via the process of “rectification of errors.”
Maybe Castro, who is getting old, thought that Ochoa

was becotning a potential threat.

"Hence, by laying out in the open the drug traffic

.and blaming Ochoa for it, Castro would gain in

- several ways. First, he would rid himself of this real
‘or imagined foe and send a message to others like

~him in-Cuba. Then, he could use this timely disclo-

LI

sure of the drug deal very adroitly as another public
relations chip in the U.5.-Cuba rapproachment game,
If this last approach Is close to .the truth, then

" getting rid of Ochoa is only the flrst of very interest-
: ing events to come.

In Portugal in 1974, the gerontocracy in power was

. ousted by young army colonels. They had forged
- close ties under the bullets during the colonial wars

in Africa. And Castro, knowledgeable of thls, may
want to avoid the same preblem. But by trying to
avoid this pitfall, Castro may well fall in another
worse ong. For a witch-hunt among young Cuban
?rmy officers may only force them to oust Castro
irst

Maybe what we have just seen in Havana, with
Ochoa’s trial and execution is just the lip of the ice-
berg. If so, it may well also be the beginning of the
end.

Romew, who'lives in Syracuse, is an assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at the State University Col-
Icge at Cortland. He and his family hved [or two
decades in Cuba under Castro.

AP WAL AL L

67)—6 %Q?L SfMG/d&"%

/{‘ﬁé’,a,ae Ax/ Ju/\cf 14 r%’

J




~COMMENT

Maling Math Applicable -

Applied Courses Can Help

Students See Its Usefu]ngs’s |

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

ID August. Schools are empty. Books are
stuffed in their shelves. Pools are thriving.

And in Washington's Natlonal Gallery of Art
there is an exquisite exhibit of early 20th century
Japanese-American photographs.

Why, then, bother to talk math?.

Because at the 150th annual meeting of the Ameri- .

can Statistical Assoctation in Washington several

important sessions were devoted to this problem.

And because the importance of math and of how the

United States is falling behind with respect to other

industrialized countrles is of great concern, i
But why should we pariicularly stress math?

Because in addition to its traditional arllhmetlc'

applications, mathematics is a formative subject that
develops very important inteliectual abilitles.

Crilical thinking, which Includes looking at a com-
plex problem in its totality and weighing its pros and
cons, can be enhanced through the study of mathe-
matics. For example, when we discuss the classical
quadratic equation and analyze how its results
change according to whether the coefficients are
positive, Jegative or zero, we are exercising our crit-
ical thinking capabilities.

Math also develops abstract thinking. We first
start with the study of the plane. Then, we grow into

tridimensional spaces where we have three coordi- *
. integral part of the high school curriculum and to

nates: length, width and height. .
Math also develops good study habits of continuity
and consistency. To succeed in Math II, for example,
we have to do well in Math I, and so on. And this may
be one of the reasons why some students dislike it. .
Finally, in computer math, students learn about

flow charting, which teaches them to organize their-

work from beginning to end béfore its implementa-
tion. And then, to write a program from this flow
chart, stressing the importance of the order in which

things have to be done. There are strong similarities.
between writing a program and writing a report. We

can map the construction of a flow chart with that of’

an outline and then proceeding from both to produce

the finished product in each setting.

However, students as a whole .don’t do well in i

math. They don’t like to take math. They would

rather take another subject, say English. Why?
English, like many other subjects, Is straightfor-

ward. Everyone knows that if we do well in English,

we will be able to write a letter to our sweetheart, or:

a resume and cover letter to get a job. We may write
a proposa!l and get a grant. We can become profes-
sional writers, novelists or journalists. Or we may
simply enjoy reading the Sunday paper. Nobody
thinks of teaching English as if it were the exclusive
domain of the linguists, who forever dwell over the
correct use of an adverb, nor the realm of the

W

teacher, who will devoutly educate the next genera-
tions. :

It is not always the same with math. In high school ~

we seldom learn, for example, that by using a spread
sheet cleverly we can solve the problem of finding
the “best” allocation of study hours, by subject, given
a fixed total. Or that we need some weights, repre-
senting the difficulty of each of the subjects of study.

And that we can estimate them by analyzing the.
amount of time spent, and the corresponding grade

obtained by fellow students of equal ability to ours.
But why aren't these things taught more often in
school, if for no other reason than to bring out this
latent desire we all have, to attack and solve chal~
lenging and interesting problems? Maybe because
teachers have not been exposed to sufficient applied
mathematies in college. - : £ il
A math education curriculum may well include
four semesters of calculus, three of algebra and one
each of geometry, computers, analysis and probabil-

. - ity. In addition, studenis may take a few electives,

say another computer course or history'of math. But
colleges restrict the total number of mathematics

. courses that can be taken, and students often gradu-

ate without having had a single applied math course.

Operations research and statistics, subjects that
deal with modeling and problem solving, are seldom
found in a math-ed curriculum. Hence, we cannot
blame teachers If, implicitly or uncensciously, they
pass on to their-students that math is a theoretical

subject, useful in gradyate school or good for becom- .

ing a math teacher. . ; :

All these concerns about the problems of teaching
math were amply discussed in the recent ASA meet-
ing. The need to introduce applied mathematics as an

train the high school teachers who will explain this

material was stressed. : , :
There are currently several natlonal efforts pro-

viding this training, among them the ASA Quantita-

~tive Literacy Project, summer institutes and state

district in-service training courses. However, there
lies yet another important, unresolved question that
has to be addressed: the update of the mathematics
education curricula.

Mathematics educatlon curricula should be revised

to Include more applied courses, including statistics
'and operations research, even at the expense of other

more theoretical topics. Otherwise, teachers will

continue to lack the necessary background to teach

them. And the need for training courses will remain,
unnecessarily and indefinitely.

The Introduction of applied mathematics topics as

integral parts of school math curricula should be a
positive step. It may show students that math, like
English, is a usefut topic they can relate to and use to
their advantage today, not three years into their col-
lege life. Then perhaps many more will take it suc-
cessfully and even choose a quantitative-oriented
career, 50 much in demand and need in the years to
come. ;

Homeu Is an assistant professor of mathematics at
the State University College at Cortland.

SYRACUSE RsT~STAN PARD.~ AususT 22, |87




COMPMENT

The Diversity

Three Main Subgroups

[Have Own Characleristics
By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
(A T 0 appreciate the differences between U.S.
and Latin American university systems,”
I began my talk at the college, “it is
necessary to understand the differences between
Hispanics and Anglo-Saxons.” I searched my
audience for feedback and, suddenly, met the black,
intense, Mediterranean eyes of my colleague Joe.
“What on earth are you talking about?” they
seemed to tell me. “I'm no Anglo-Saxon; I'm Italian!”
' I had fallen into my own trap:
1 stereotyping. I had overlooked the
differences of this, apparently
homogeneous, English-speaking
BEuropean-American audience.
.} They were composed of Anglo-
Saxons, but also of Italian-, Jew-
" j ish-, German- and Polish:Ameri-
1 cans.
%] Hispanics often complain about
. a similar situation when others
“ address uvs by our collective name, for the term is
' just an umbrella name that often hides our great and
rich diversity. :
! The term “Hispanic” characterizes a complex cul-
ture rather than a single racial, national or social
group. We Hispanics are the descendants of the Span-
ish colonizers — of the Indians they subjected, of the
N African slaves they imported and of all possible com-
binations of this union of peoples. This is so because
we Hispanics for centuries became a part of the
Spanish world and were profoundly touched by it,
and by the other‘ cultures that were intertwined in
it
Hispanics may frequently speak Spanish at home,
may often have a darker complexion, may use a

Spanish surname and miay follow similar strict and
close family structures. There is much that brings us
. close together, and indeed we seek each other out and
* gather by individual affinity whenever we can. But it
2 would be a mistake to consider us a monolithic
;\:’ group.
\;._ In very broad terms, there are three main

Hispanic subgroups in the United States. Each has a
) different geographical origin, each has inserted itself
at different historical moments and for different rea-
sons and each has settled in a different part of the
country. And, yet, in spite of this diversity, we still
resemble each other in many cultural traits.

The first, the oldest and the largest of the three
subgroups is the Mexican. There are those who
became Americans after the Mexican war of 1846-
48, and also those who have come in more recent
times, We find them predominantly in rural areas of
the Southwest, often as agricultural workers. And
they face specific problems derived from their
rcgional and occupational traits. g

Secondly, we find the Puerto Ricans, who became
Americans after the Spanish war of 1898. Many of
thern have come to live in (he continent and settled

5§/ma.u.e toudt Sthowdend.— Vo 8’7?7

of Hispanics

in densely populated cities of the Northeast. There it
has been more difficult to keep up with the fast pace
of a largely industrial society.

The third, most recent, of the groups are the
Cubans. Some always have lived on the East Coast.
But the big Cuban influx occurred after the commu-
nist takeover of the island in the early 1960s. Cubans
are, predominantly, politicized urban workers, fre-
quently bilingual and often trained in trades, business
or technical and liberal professions. They settled
mainly in Miami and Union City and have had their
share of problems, like the rest. For example, they
are learning to keep the delicate balance with other
Miami ethnic groups and to live in the front line of
the American drug war.

Finally, we may consider a fourth group, com-
posed of all other immigrants from the many coun-
tries south of the Rio Grande and from Spain. Even
more heterogeneous than the previous three, these
have incorporated into Hispanic groups or to the
mainstream America. They also have peculiar prob-
lems of their own, identity and isolation not the last
items on their list.

On occasion, the term Hispanic is used to address
its segment of economically disadvantaged. This
usage does not contribute to the development of our
group. Many Hispanics who are not economically
deprived may not wish to be labeled as such. And
many others who have effectively risen from poverty
may shy away from it. The result may well be the
loss of valuable role models.

Other times we are requested to declare our
“race” as black, white or Hispanic. This is often a
difficult choice and many of us end up filling in more
than one item. For there are white, black, Meso-
American Indian and, of course, mixed-race
Hispanics, all as good as the next.

There are Hispanics of all shades, forms and
social occupations. Linda Chavez and Lauro Cavazos
are Hispanics — but not all of us are White House
staff or secretaries of education, Willy Chirine is a
known Hispanic musician. We have them in the
federal prison in Atlanta awaiting deportation to
Cuba and in Miami's affluent suburbs. But not all of
us are in jail or wealthy. Most, I would say upiront,
quietly and unobtrusively, get up early every morn-
ing to go to work and bring the bacon home — just
like you. No more, no less.

In this blessed multiethnic, multicultural nation
there is much to gain from diversity. It not only
enriches its intellectual wealth, but also constitutes a
positive international trade tool.

There are 21 Spanish-speaking Latin American,
European and African countries who buy and sell
goods. It may be easier for a Hispanic to successfully
conduct business there. And for every additional
$40,000 in exports, a new job is created at home.

Yes, Hispanics, as individuals, are both similar and
different. But in a nation of immigrants that stamps
the motto “E Pluribus Unum” -- “Out of Many, One”
— on its coins, can this really surprise anyone?

Homeu, who lives in Syracuse, is an assistan{ pro-
fessor of mathematics at the State University Col-
lege at Cortland. He and his family lved for two
decades in Cuba.
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-March toward Pluralism

“Latin America Follows
Path from Totalitarianism

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

- N our recent local elections, less than 60 per-
“ Icent of the registered voters went to the polls.
- Some critics blame this apathy on general sys-
.. tem complacency and Eint out that in other coun-
- tries citizens vote in large numbers. And where
~ pluralism is lacking, people demonstrate in hordes
claiming their right to participate in government.
& Bl Just look at the events in
! Eastern Europe. There, a rapid
i evolution toward pluralism is
N taking place with an unusual
display of tolerance and
moderation by all sides. In
Poland and Hungary, opposition
groups were first allowed, then
legalized by the governing com-
Wunists. In exchange, the oppo-
sition accepted to soften their

rhetoric and to talk out their differences.
~- -AS a contrast, in East Germany and Czechoslo-
- vakia, where hard-line top leadership refused to
-gvolve, violent demonstrations have forced them
* qut. New, more reform-minded replacements have

-agreed to implement the popular demands for a
. System change — the alternative being a Beijing-
.Aype blood bath and continuation of the present

work together to get the economy moving again.
Andin&a:il,afterz(byemofmimarynﬂe.a
moderate transition government just held elec-
tions last month. The two front-runners, from
the moderate right and left, will face each other in
a runoff election this month.

In Chile, after 16 years of military dictatorship,
the same is occurring. In ite of enjoying one of
the most stable economies contemporary Latin
America, the people voted in referendum, to
return to pluralism. In today’s voting, Hernan
Buchi, the government's candidate, will face
Patricio Aylwin, a Christian Democrat sponsored
by a 16-party coalition ranging from the moderate
right to socialists.

In Nicaragua, the Central American peace pro-
cess has arranged an election for next February.
There, another broad coalition of 12 parties, rang-
ing from conservatives to communists, i3 contest-
ing the 10-year Sandinista rule,

In Peru, novelist and former PEN president
Mario Vargas Llosa is heading a right of center
coalition in next year's presidential election.
Vargas Llosa, who as a visiting scholar delivered
a series of lectures at Syracuse University last
spring, is ahead in the opinion polls and is also
claiming to be the peaceful alternative to the
violent Shining Path, the drug lords and the cur-
rent economic crisis the country is living.

In Uruguay, last month's elections returned a

te conservative as president and the candi-
date from a coalition of socialists, communists

andform'hlpamaros(urbanguenillas).asthe

= stagnation. Freedom of emigration, of the press

mayor of the national capital.
~=and of religion, previously non-existent in Eastern T .

Presidential elections also have taken place or
will shortly take place in Bolivia, Colombia, Costa

--[Europe, are now beginning to sprout behind the
crumbling Iron Curtain,

This model of peaceful internal evolution from
totalitarianism to pluralism is feasible, but only
when implemented with firmness and honesty by
both sides.

It worked in Portugal in 1974 during the dis-
mantling of the Salazar-Caetano regime and
shortly after with Franco’s Spain. In both cases
wibese totalitarian systems were swiftly and non-
violently substituted by mode! pluralistic regimes,
by the cooperation between government and oppo-
sition.

Throughout the 1980s, most of Latin America
has, quietly but steadily, followed the same path
from dictatorial to pluralistic government.

I?Mexlco,fortheﬂrsttimein 50 under
PRI party rule, an opposition candidate was
elected state governor. PRI is now ready to share
power with the newly organized leftist.Cardenas’
followers and the conservative PAN party.

" In Argentina, Carlos Menem, a moderate
Peronist, succeeded moderate conservative presi-
dent Raul Alfonsin, who was elected when the
military retugned the government to civilians
after the 198“3‘ Malvinas War. During the 1970s,
the Peronistas supported the urban guerrillas,
while the military suppressed them. Today, they
have apparently agreed to bury their hatchets and

Rica, Ecuador, Dominican Republic and Vene-
zuela, to name a few. Unfortunately, there are
still exceptions to this trend toward pluralism in
Latin America.

In Panama, Gen. Manuel Noriega canceled the
vote count when he realized his candidate was los-
ing. In Haiti, in spite of Duvalier’s , the
military still runs the country. In Salvador,
pro-Marxist guerrillas have interrupted the peace
talks to successfully pursue their war effort to
overthrow the government. And in Cuba, Fidel
Castro refuses to implement the mildest of
reforms for fear that he will follow the same fate
of recently deposed Honecker, Yivkov and Jakes,
whodxmtluagoalsolookedstrongandpopu-
lar to their muffied sgeople.

All these events show that totalitarianism from
right and Jeft has not been able to solve the social
and economic problems or bring just ba 8 t0
the people. Pluralistic democracy by i cannot
guarantee economic boom or social peace. But at
least it may help create the general mood that can
allow the nation to successfully work toward these
worthy goals,

There Is hope. -

Romeu, an assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College at Cortland, lived
in Cuba.
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Writing in Exile

Authors Further Cause
Of1 _Pluralism at Home

- By By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
a RITING and publishing is fun. And if we
W browse through writers’ guides or how-to
books we find three very good reasons

for it*mone , fame and the sharing of ideas.

" .But for some of us who come from far away

" ‘3nd oppressed nations where there is no free
xm there is an additional, very significant rea-
: son. Writing provides us with a

tool to fulfill our commitment

1 to those left behind, thus giving

meaning to our political exile.
Every time one of us has the

4 opportunity to publish a piece,

Hd sharing with you some of our

§ experiences about life under

{ totalitarianism, and you take

the trouble of reading it, we are

scoring a point in our long
struggle toward the restoration of pluralism in our
cauntry of origin.

.~ ' And this is so, not because we, the ostracized,
may have a monopoly over truth — we certainly
don’t — or because we may be members of an
extraordinary breed — we certainly aren’t. Sim-

. Ply, because every time one of us manages to get
our message of pluralism through, those totalitar-
.ian gavernments we combat realize they have
made a political mistake by throwing us out o
letting us go.

To fully understand the nature of this situation I
offer you a concrete example: my native Cuba. It

necessary, however, to understand how Castro
deals with the internal opposition to his regime.

For the duration of his 30 years in power, Cas-
-ro bas encouraged or forced those opposing him
4o leave: Cuba, based on the old Spanish saying:
~Build a silver bridge for the enemy who flees!”
At regular intervals, from 1960 to 1962, from
1965 101970 and from 1979 to 1980, Castro
allowed g selection of discontented citizens — |
Jmillion dll together, 10 percent of the country's
Jopulation — to leave Cuba. And through this
3cheme, Castro has gained a temporary respite in

Zhe internal political situation that has allowed"

dlim to regain eontrol and remain in power.
«. In addition, Castro has partially financed many
Cuban social programs — housing, schooling, fuil

employment — with the houses, money and posi-
tions left behind by the exiles and taken over by
the Cuban government.

Castro has paid a minimal price for this policy
of giving away much of the best and brightest of
Cuba’s management, professional and technicai
classes. It may be true that Cuba is bankrupt and
its citizens stand in long lines for the most essen-
tial things of life. As far as Castro is concerned, he
is still in power.

Totalitarian regimes use control of media and
people to their positive points and conceal their
flaws. This is propaganda. One of Castro’s most
important functions as a client state of the Soviet
Union is to function as a public relations operation
of communism in Latin America.

By exposing his regime with our articles and
talks, we can hit him where it hurts meost: by
damaging the interests of hjs Soviet underwriters,

With the recent events in Eastern Europe, the
fallacy about the large popular support Castro’s
government enjoys because there is no internal
oppesition crumbles. Look to Cuba's sister com-
munist countries, East Germany, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania,

As in Cuba today, these countries were until
recently apparently Supporting their totalitarian
regimes. Given an opportunity, they have revolted
and executed or jailed their most staunch and
cruel leaders, like Ceaucescy and Honecker, or
retired those more amenable to allow an evolu-
tion, like Jakes or Zhivkov.

Hence, when we publish or talk about
oppression in our country of origin and make
waves abroad, the cost-benefit of.expatriating the
opposition has to be recalculated. We consciously
want to make expensive for Castro his policy of
exporting dissidents.

For inside the country, even when muffled and
persecuted, opposition groups can organize, as
Solidarity and Civic Forum have done. And then,
better things will come. :

It was the result of many years of hard work
from opposition organizations, and not the good-
ness of the hearts of hard-core Stalinists like Hon-
ecker, Zhivkov or Ceaucescn, that triggered the
Eastern Buropean evolution towards pluralism,

This, In a nutshell, is why we_write. And if, in
however a modest but congistent manner, our
writings contribute toward regaining pluralism,
then every effort and resource we put into it is
well spent.

Romeu, an assistant professor of mathematics
at tbza State University College at Cortland, lived
in Cuba,
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The morning after
will tell the tale

There is much stereolyping regardin
Latin America, both from the right an
from the left. This does not help the
understanding nor the solving of Latin
American Eroblems. A3 a result, the

t often supports any "strong
man” who is able to maintain “order
and free enterprise. And the radical left
does the same for any regime that
enforces, in Latin America, the type of
extreme social and economic measures
they would never sponsor here in the
States. - '

1 propose three direct questions, to be

answered in the intimacy of our own -

conscience, regarding the forthcoming
Nicaraguan elections:

1) Do you think the Sandinista govern-
ment would have held free elections if
the Contras hadn't existed? If you
answer affirmatively, look to Cuba, the
closest Sandinista supporter, ally and
role model in thigs hemisphere, where
free elections have -not been held in 30
years, perhaps because the opposition
has no real power to bargain with the
government.

2) Last year, the uniled opposition
Chile won the elections against the 18-
Yyear-old rule of Augusto Pinochet.
ing this process, they received
from many international organizations
and governments, including the Spanish
government. And in Poland, Solidarity
also receives the support of many inter-
national organizations, in their stmﬁl;
for pluralism. The Ni Oppos!
has been criticized for receiving ecd<.
nomic mid from the U.S. However we
may feel about the legality and wisdom:'
:‘!a;ucltahwglespread practiﬁea. wlgft

es the Ni n opposition so dif-
ferent that it mbeosgngled out over
all the other cases?

3) The test for real democracy is not so
much what happens on election day, as
what happens the morning after. The
l:ossibility of carrying on with one’s daily
ife, even after our party has lost the
elections, and of being able to openly
pursue an opposition role until the next
elections are held, is what defines real
pluralism. Think of your favorite U.S,
president, say Carter or Reagan. And
think how this blessed country would be
different if it had been possible, for him
tdo rule, uncontested, for 30 consecutive
years!

Do we always consistently apply the
Golden Rule?

JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Syracuse
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New Afllignces‘Ma)'r Arise
To Further Pluralism

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
LECTIONS are over in Managua and, to the
Esurprise of most everyone, the Nicaraguan

percent to 42 percent. .
How did this unexpected resujt oceur? And,

peng next? One explanation
%] may be obtained with the fol-
81 lowing interpretation of the
Central American events.
4 1 The Contadora Peace Pro-
‘111 cess of the early 1980s failed
+} because the Latin American
{1 governments involved felt no
4 particular need to press nego-
iations, nor had anything to
negotiate with. Then the contra
Romeu factor came into play, provid-
ing two important side effects: A strong stimulus
for negotiating and a good bargaining tool.

The Central American governments now rea-
lized that the contra factor was rapidly converting
their region into the battleground of a small-scale
U.S.-Soviet geopolitical confrontation. And they
realized they better end this war quickly or the
rest of the countries would be dragged into the
devastating conflict. In addition, they now had
something tangible to barler with — the disman-
tling of the contra forces.

At this point, two unscheduled though favorable

Mikhail Gorbachev came to power with new pro-
posals for arms reductions and detente, which
were matched by the Reagan government. And in
the United States, the Congress froze the contra
aid funds. The resulting de facto de-escalation
process produced two tired Nicaraguan camps
fighting an attrition war that neither could win
and hence were prone to negotiations.

Under these new conditions, President Arias of
Costa Rica, using a combination of economic
incentives, international pressure and quiet diplo-
macy, carried out the Esquipulas negotiations.

tional community and the Nobel Peace Prize.

Today, as a result of the free elections agreed
during the peace talks, the Nicaraguan opposition
is in power and the region may well be on its way
back to normality. We can, again, argue forever
that “these Sandinista rascals” will never reaily
yield power or that “these contra rascals” won't
either.

With this, we will achieve little else than killing
the peace process before it even starts.

On the other hand, in spite of the many prob-

opposition coalition won by a margin of 55.

— 7 most important yet, what hap- -

international events occurred. In the Soviet Union,

For them, he received the gratitude of the interna-

A P AT T
What Now for

Nicaragua?

lems that exist, a real peace process could bring

many benefils to all, including the United States.
The main concern is the military problem. Both

sides bear large resentment as a product of the

- war. The Sandinista army, the largest in Céntral

America, has to be substantially reduced. And the
contras have to be disbanded. Nicaraguans could
look to neighboring Costa Rica, where the army -
was dissolved in 1950 after their short.civil war,

Costa Rica has had only stable, peaceful and

¢, democratic governments after that.

On the civic front, the Nicaraguan opposition
won enough votes to control the Congress, but not
enough to impose & congressional dictatorship.
Precisely the excessively large congressional con-
trol that the Sandinistas exerted during their
government, which practically annulled any legal
opposition, was in the root of much of the coun-
try's political unrest. This time, the Sandinistas,
who are now in the opposition, need not feel threa-

- tened or at the mercy of the newly elected govern-

ment, as occurred in the past. And this can only
bring stability to the process.

Eventually, if the democratic spirit catches on,
the three constituent currents within Sandinismo
may naturally separate.

We may see new alliances emerge, creating the
three traditional blocks — left, center and right —
in Nicaragua, with Ortega and his followers form-
ing a left-wing party and the Chamorros a centrist
one. This would show that the American support
of UNO was, in fact, in favor of a pluralistic pro-
cess and not for a specific group. -

Consolidation of a democratic process in
Nicaragua could help end the Salvadoran conflict,
too. Simultaneous and balanced international
pressure on both Salvadoran factions could bring a
de-escalation of the war followed by negotiations.
For peace and war will be univocally linked in
these two countries. : i

There remains one large enemy of the current
peace process: Fidel Castro. Castro needs to foster
revolution abroad in order to divert American
attention off Cuba, and to divert the Cuban peo-
ple’s attention from their difficult domestic prob-
lems. But after the recent Eastern European
events, Castro has become terrified with the pros-
pect of evolution and national reconciliation.

Undoubtedly, the Nicaraguan democratization
process is a long, difficult and risky one. But the
payoft could be high and the alternatives somber.
For the Nicaraguans, it would mean the prolonga-
tion of the war, followed by a military dictator-
ship of whoever wins it; for the Central Ameri-
cans, the worsening of their regional political
stability.

And for the United States, the prolongation of a
foreign policy problem with large domestit politi-
cal repercussions,

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at State University College
at Cortland. ;
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Making History in Peru

Ex-Visiting SU Professor

Tries for Presidency

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
HE June 10 Peruvian presidential run-off
I election particularly attracts the interest of
many Syracusans because one of the candi-
dates is no stranger to Central New York.

Peruvian novelist Mario Vargas Llosa, who spent
{ three weeks among us in the
.l spring of 1988, lecturing on |

~ literature, history and sociology
as Syracuse University's Jean-
ette Watson Distinguished Visit-
ing Professor of Humanities, is
running against Alberto Fuji-
mori.

Precisely because we know
him, some may be tempted to ask
how this elegant, well-educated,
white intellectual can be a lead-
ing candidate in a Third World =
country where one-third of the population speaks
Quechua as their first language. The answer is pro-
vided by the history of this country and the charac-
‘teristics of this man.

Vargas Llosa was born in southern Peru in 1936,
‘1~ and spent most of his first 10 years in neighboring
‘| .Bolivia. In Latin America, especially at the time and
.., in the provincial cities where he lived there were no

“"burbs” nor “inner gities” and, hence, much inter-

action among different social classes was possi-
" ble. It may well have been during this period that

Vargas Llosa acquired his interest for, and first

knowledge of, Peruvian life that has always heen at

the soul of his best novels (*'La Casa Verde,” “Con-
versacion en La Catedral,” “El Hablador"').

Later, as a teen-ager in Lima, Vargas Llosa-

attended a military school that provided the material

Jor his first novel (““La Ciudad y los Perros") and the

university, where he joined an underground Marxist

roup.

~ ' Finally, in the late 19508, Vargas Llosa moved to

Spain to complete his doctorate, then to Paris, where

~ he lived for many years among other Latin American

- literary ““boom’’ writers and worked for Radio
France.

Like many others of his colleagues, Vargas Llosa

. wasa follower of J.P. Sartre and a sympathizer of the

. Cuban revolution. He served in the mid-1960s as -
- jury in several of Cuba’s Casa de las Americas

. literary contests. However, by the end of the decade,
he broke with the Cuban government, disenchanted
* by the creation of the UMAP forced labor camps for
young students and dissidents, the repression of
freedom of creation and the purge and trial of writer
Heberto Padilla, whom Vargas Llosa supported in an
* -open letter.
- During the 1970s and through the 1980s, Vargas
i: Llosa became president of PEN International, the

-
'

Vargas Llosa

writer’s organization, continued producing novels

and taught and talked at universities in Europe and

Eue United States while living between London and
ima.

That such a man has captivated the imagination of
a large chunk of Peruvians is not strange. Latin
America has had many military, revolutionary and
writer-republican presidents in its history.

As far as Peru is concerned, most Americans know
it is the world’s leading coca producer. But many
ignore that until the late 1960s, it was also the *
world's largest fishing country and among the larg-
est oil, copper and zinc producers, that it had a per
capita of over $14,000 a year and that in 1989, the
annual inflation rate was 2,700 percent.

It is no wonder then that Maoist Shining Path and
Tupac Amaru guerrilla movements have fought the
government in a civil war that has left, in the last 10
years, 15,000 dead and $17 million in damages.

Peruvians have tried several fixes to their prob-
lems in the last 30 years. Liberal president Belaunde
in the mid-1960s implemented mild reforms and
was followed by 10 years of populist military dicta-
torship of Gen. Velasco Alvarado. Velasco national-
ized the petroleum and other basic industries and
implemented an extensive land reform, but could not
redress the country’s decaying economy. The
government then returned to civilians in 1980.

Belaunde was again elected but could achieve
little else. APRA, an independent leftist party came
to power in 1985, and the young and charismatic
president Alan Garcia undertook a vast plan of
nationalization. In 1988, when he proposed taking
over the banking sector, writer Vargas Llosa
launched his “Libertad” movement to oppose the
measure, attaining national attention.

FREDEMO, his center-right coalition of liberals,
conservatives and Christian Democrats, proposes a
new liberal platform of denationalization of state
enterprises and revitalization,of the private sector in
a market economy. FREDEMO claims that the large
state bureaucracy is the culprit of the current eco-

- nomic problems and that the “informal sector” com-

posed of small to middle-size “illegal” companies
that operate in Peru without government license but

“with government knowledge, has to be encouraged,

and that reducing the size of government will accom-
plish all these goals at the same time. ;

The new president will receive a country plagued
with inflation, guerrilla insurgence and drug produc-
tion problems. And since both candidates are politi-
cal outsiders, they may have probléems carrying out
their-innovative programs against the old politi-
cians. K :

-But the big election loser has been the Shining
Path guerrillas. In spite of their threats of vio- -
lence, the large voter participation has sent a clear
message: the Peruvian people may well want change,
but it is no doubt that it is a peaceful change.

Let’s wish them luck. They will certainly need it.
Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an assistant professor

of mathematics at the State University College at
Cortland,
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By JORGE ROMEU
T EN years ago, on Mother’s Day and at the

Cuban homeland for the United States. Two
weeks later we arrived in Syracuse, where we set-
ted and have lived ever since,

We have come a long way from our Hawley
Avenue apartment and our first
job in one of the local foundries.
For that we happily thank God
f and our many Hispanic and
i American friends. In return, we
8 have worked hard to keep the
il delicate balance between the
respect and gratitude due to this
blessed land and its generous
people, and our commitment to

: SEEss those of us left behind.

7 Romeu But what was this Mariel boat
yam: lift? More than 120,000 Cubans
-Xame across the Florida Straits in all sorts of boats,
++on a stampede that preceded the fall of communism
v+in Eastern Europe by 10 years! Our own story may
aid in understanding this phenomenon better,
7'? 'In early 1980, many Cubans were pretty upset.
J “For over a year, our relatives exiled in the United
- States had been allowed to return for a one-week
visit at a $1,000 price tag. They came to Havana
by the tens of thousands, like Santa Clauses, to visit
" parents and relatives they hadn't seen in over a
e o v

The Cuban government had cleverly allowed
wthese visits to obtain some badly needed hard cur-
rency. But the Cuban people now saw how all these
“traitors” who were supposedly “scrubbing floors,
washing dishes and operafing elevators™ in Miami
could not only travel freely, but also have milk for
breakfast and put sugar in their coffee — or simply
_have coffee!

Shortly after these visits started, people began
breaking into Latin American legations in Havana,
‘seeking political asylum. In one of these break-ins, at
‘the Peruvian Embassy, one of the gujrds killed
another guard in a cross-fire. The C govern-
ment blamed those trying to get into the Embassy
for the killings, The Peruvian ambassador refused to
hand them back to Cuba, and Castro withdrew the
;Cuban guard from the Embassy. ... - -

The word spread, and from many provinces near
and far, people came and entered the Embassy. In
two days there were 10,000, and people kept com-
ing. The Cuban government then sent mobs armed

height of the Mariel boat lift, we left our °

Remembering the Mariel Boats

with clubs, chains and pipes, and the special forces.
The Embassy was closed off. .

The problem now was: What to do with those
already in? Fidel Castro, playing on the strength of
Cuban family ties, announced that anyone who would
come to Mariel on a boat could take their relatives
back with them.

At this our sister, a local Syracuse college profes-
sor, flew to Key West, got on a shrimp trawler
meith seven other families, and sailed to

Fora year, we had been stranded in Cuba. In spite
of having valid passports and visas from Mexico,
Venezuela, Colombia and the United States, we were
not allowed to leave. Our long-standing writing .
habits had caused us some problems with the Cuban
security forces, who had sequestered our docu-
ments,

Our sister arrived in Mariel, and stayed there with
hundreds and maybe thousands of other small,
medium and large boats for days and days, hoping to
get us out at last.

One morning, one of the members of her expedi-
tion called, “She doesn't have the courage to call
you,” he said. “The government says that for every
one we want to take with us, they will put six on the
boat.” There was a silence. “The thing is,” he con-
cluded, “that there is not enough room to take all
your family, and 1 need you to give me a list with
your selection ... ” : .

Maybe the government thought it wouldn’t Jook
good if some people with valid passports and visas
had to leave on a boat. In any event, they gave us
back our passports and put us on the next plane to
ado:xico. Our brothers-in-law took our places on the

t,

With the Marie! boat lift, Castro thought he would
somehow cast a shadow on the Cuban political exile.
For some of the people he put in were mental
patients, or inmates right from prison. Others were
poor and ill-educated.

Black or white, rich or poor, highly or poorly
trained, good or bad, we were all Cubans. By expect-
ing to embarrass us, Castro only showed that under
all his Marxist rhetoric he remains a racist and
a classist, .

Mariel in 1980; like Dunkirk in 1940, was a
massive exodus of apparent losers. But if history
repeats itself, we may well see a political Normandy
not too far away in the Cuban future, And pluralism
will flourish again. -

Romeu teaches mathematics at SUNY Cortland.
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The Latino Task Force

Group Endeavors to Build
Bridge between Cultures.

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU g

OR the past few months, every second Friday a -

Fgroup of Syracuse Hispanics has been rheeting
at a most unusual place: Mayor Tom Young's
office, ' b
: The Latino Task Force, as it has
{ been officially named, was organ-
ized in April to analyze the needs .
#| and problems of our Latino com-
munity and advise the mayor about
them.
{ Its composition is as varied as
Latinos themselves, and includes
all sexes, occupations and shades.
¢4 But its desire to contribute to the
"4 betterment of the community is
monolithic. :

The task force has identified five
broad areas of interest to the Latino community: law
enforcement, education/language, healthfsocial wel-
fare, employmentfjob training and communications/so-
cial impact.

The task force already has met with several high-
ranking city officials, including Police Chief Leigh
Hunt and School Superintendent Henry Williams. And.
it intends to meet, before it adjourns and writes its
report, with other leaders in the health services, the
Chamber of Commerce and the local media.

The law enforcement concern triggered the crea-
tion of the task force. And there is a language problem
that affects the scholastic performance of Latino chil-
dren and the employment and job training of Latino
adults, £

Hence, it also affects the health and welfare of
many families of our Latino community. And it is a sad
fact that the above problems sometimes do not project
the best image of the Latino community to the main-
stream'and to ourselves. i ;

‘However, we alsa could invert the order of priori-
ties of those areas of interest and place communica-
tions and social impact first. We could work on people,
both Latino and mainstream, in order to improve the
situation. This certainly does not preclude or reflect a
value judgment on the first approach.

A negative impact makes things much worse. For
example, teachers won't try hard for our kids if they
believe Hispanics are slower learners. Employers
won't hire us if they believe we don't work. On the
other hand, an improvement in communications would
bring aleng an improvement in the understanding
within and between both cultural and ethni¢ com-
munities. ¢ oL

" job promotion,

[}

Within our own cultural and ethnic community, the
access to media — a publication or radio program —
would give us a chance to promote, among our own, .
much-needed self-help and tap internal energies. : °

Many Latinos have moved upward through hard
work and education and are willing and able to provide
valuable voluntary services to our community, T héy .
project an important image and provide role mode]s !
for our children. As humans, we all strive for thase !
goals we perceive as realistic and attainable, . . |

We don't stop being Hispanic when we earn a col-!
lege degree or a better-paying job. We don't stop eat-
ing beans or enjoying salsa. We just move to a large !
house and buy a better car, as any other normal o
human being would. But we keep the kinship feeling |
and still want to serve. And by doing this, we also .
are serving the broader community. Many good.
efforts are wasted for lack of fapping on these o
resources, -

A radio program or a community paper might get !
the ball rolling, ) !

A Spanish publication or radio program also wouldr
help bridge the cultural gap between Hispanics and |
the rest of the community. It is a fact that the main- !
stream most hears of us Latinos when when break-in
or brake out, but not when our kids make the varsity:
team or the National Honor Society or when we get 4

¥
“a
3

Ty

We have our rotten apples, like any other group,
And they are not an element of joy for us, either. Th
negative image hurts us twice: Once, with the miain-
stream and again with a segment of Hispanics who
part with the group. :

But in our own media we could display with pride !
traditions and our music and broadcast news abdut the
often forgotten 21 Latin American republics. We
could provide a Spanish practice session for many
young and adult mainstream Americans who are i
learning Spanish. S

America has been blessed with its multicultural and
multiracial composition. This has important economiq
consequences, : o

Our main industrial competitors, Japan and Ger- !
many, have only Japanese and Germanfsales'k-

i

_.-.--—-—-5

" people. America is the only industrialized country 3

that can tap millions of citizens of all colors and ethni

~ backgrounds who could do a better sales job in Third;

World markets, :
In the past, some of us have tried to start a perma-

- nent Spanish radio program and publication to créate a

transcultural media that reach both Latino and main-
stream and help build the bridge. Maybe the momentum

generated by the Latino Task Force will produce better
results. : ; i r :

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an assistant professor pf
mathematics at the State University College at Cort-
land, and.a member of the Latino Task Force. T
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An Opportunity in Cuba

As Soviets Review Links,

World Could Lobby Castro
To Hold Open Elections

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
HE stmilarities between Saddam Hussein's Iraq

I and Fidel Castro's Cuba go beyond both being

staunch dictatorial regimes.

Like Saddam, Castro mamtains control by a combina-
tion of providing sacial programs and uprooting any sign

ey of opposition or dissent. Like Sad-
dam, Castro was closely alhed to the
Soviet Umon and received amiple
Soviet military and economic aid.
Like Saddam, Castro had an exceed-
1 ingly large army engaged In foreign
% wars: in Angola, Ethiopia and
Nicaragua. And like Saddam, Castro
BEE now faces with concern how his
24 huge army sits idle at home, posing
a threat to his autocratic rule,

Saddam found a shrewd solution to this problem:
invading Kuwait — which keeps his army busy outside
Irag. Castro has found only poor excuses to execute
several of his best field commanders and to throw 1n jail
his minister of interior.

However, after the consohdation of perestraika, Cas-
tro's usefulness for the Soviels has decreased. but not
the high cost of the Cuban operanion. And the global
move toward pluralism has negatively alfected Castro’s
mternational image.

This summer, for example, many Cubans sought
refuge in the embassies of Spain, Czechostovakia, ltaly,
Canada and the American Interest Office in Havana,
After the penetration by Cuban paolice of the Spanish
legation in pursuit of these political refugees, relations
between Madrid and Havana were strained to the limat,
Castro's visit to Brazil for the inauguration of President
Collor, proved even worse. Several heads of state pub-
licly suggested he should hold free elections,

The internal Cuban situation 1sn’t any better. In addh-
tion to the problems in the armed forces, there 1s grow-
ing discontent and civil dissent.

Several groups. among them the well-known Cuban
Human Rights Committee, are alive and well in spite of
several of their members serving time. Their well-
known leader, Professor Arcos Bergnes, has launched
an open proposal for all Cuban political groups, govern-
ment and opposition, in Cuba and in exile, to hold
a meeting to start moving the country back into plural-
ism. For this proposal and his previous work m human
rights, he has heen nominated for the Nobhel Peace
Prize.

Cuban exiles also have been particilarly active in a
new and interesting way. In addition to the Cuban
American National Foundation, one of the oldest,

strongest and most active Cuban exile groups in the
United States, several other organizations have been
created. CANF's largest success has been the creation
of Radio Marti, possibly the most effective operation in
favor of the re-establishment of pluralism in Cuba,
Radio Marti has provided alternatives sources of news,
entertainment and cuitural programming to Cubans on
the island.

In addition to the conservative CANF, several new
groups have appeared, showing that opposition to Cas-
tro comes from a wide spectrum.

The Center for the Cuban Democracy, founded by a
Miami sociology professor, and the Cuban Liberal
Union, founded in Spain by a well-known Cuban writer
and journalist, are two of many new centrist and liberal
political organizations. They are also advocating that
Castro hold internationally supervised multiparty elec-
tions, following the Chilean and Nicaraguan models.
It is unlikely Castro will agree. .

However, there is a window of opportunity provided
by the restructuring in the Soviet Union, This develop-
ment forces the issues beyond Castro's control and
provides, at least, four courses of action to take.

One is to do nothing and let this opportunity pass.
Either the Soviets are tempted to use Cuba as a beach-
head again, or Castro finds another underwriter, for
he cannot make it on his own.

The second is the **hard line,”” implementing a
stronger embargo or even a military operation. The
embargo will not send Castro to his knees, and his
followers won't topple him if they perceive a hostile
United States under which their own fates will be
uncertain.

The third opticn is to lift the embargo if Castro per-
forms a few of his well-known public relations stunts and
“opens up” the system. However, we can establish an
analogy between the situations in Cuba and South
Africa. There, the white government has gone further
than Castro would ever be willing to go because of the
economic sanctions. An untimely opening would provide
more harm than incentive for continuing evolution.

There is a fourth alternative — less flamboyant but
perhaps more effective — to propose that a large
group of nations call for Castro to hold internationally
supervised elections in a multiparty setting.

If Castro refuses, it would signal to his followers,
especially the middle-rank military and party members,
that Castro is the problem, and that if they unequivo-
cally accept political and economic pluralism, they may
survive Castro's fall. After Castro, these functionaries
have no place to go and may be better off with such a
solution than with a Ceausescu-like blood bath,

The current window of opportunity will vanish if the
Soviets fall to the temptation of using Cuba again for
hostile activities against the United States or as soon as
Castro can find another underwriter to pay his way.

Will there be adroit players on both sides of the
Flonida Strait to find the sotution to this problem?

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an assistant professor of
mm!hemaucs at the State University College at Cort-
lanl.
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Linking with Latin America

U.S. Economic Assistance

Would Benefit Both Sides

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

HIS week, President Bush will complete a six-
I nation tour of South America, Bush's tour, the
Enterprise for Americas Initiative, is part of an
effort to establish closer economic and political ties with

— the Latin American countries.
This is not a futile or isolated
8 event. In the past few months we
| have seen rapid changes all over the
world. A ""new world order” is
1.1 emerging: one which nobody knows
 d exactly how it will be. Wise, large
L8 and rich nations like the United
States are preparing to play their
(" new role in it under the most favor-

& 5= '§ able conditions.
This new order was triggered, in
Romeu  ,jarge part, by the process of peres-
troika in the Soviet Union and by the dismantling of the
totalitarian states in Eastern Europe. [t also was
spurred by the political and economic union in Western
Europe, which begins in 1992, and the economic devel-
opment by the Asian nations of the Pacific Rim.

Since the geographical areas of economic and politi-
cal interests are being redrawn, it is smart for the
United States to review and revitalize its interests 1n
the American continent, its natural habitat. It is a conti-
nent where the role of the United States has not always
been perceived as a positive one and and where anti-
American sentiment has often been exploited by the
international enemies of the U,S. and the local dema-
gogues to the best of their selfish interests.

The revitahization process started last year with the
economic treaty between the United States and Canada
and was followed by the recent encounter between
Presidents Bush and Salinas. Such commercial ventures
may constitute the prelude of more with other countries
south of the Rio Grande.

Latin America has quietly moved ahead in the past 15
years, Since the mid-1970s, slowly but surely, all Latin
American countries except Cuba have established polit-
ical pluralism and democracy.

Brazil and Argentina, Peru and Uruguay, Ecuador,
Bolivia, Paraguay and recently Chile, have now freely
elected governments. Others, like Bolivia, have estab-

lished a record number of successive free elections
without a military coup.
In Nicaragua, civil war gave way to a democratically

elected government, and in El Salvador, the United

Nations may soon mediate a cease-fire, while govern-
ment and opposition continue their conversations in
Mexico City.

But freedom alone does not feed people; jobs and
money do. Economic development fosters political sta-
bility like no theory can.

In addition to pluralism, a higher standard of living in
Latin America can create the political markets our for-
eign trade is searching for these days. Thus, their eco-
nomic expansion and political stability will eventually
benefit our economy, too. Maybe this is God's way of
rewarding a good deed.

Stronger economies also would open to the Latin
American peasants alternative markets that would
allow the substitution of coca cultures by more orthodox
crops. This by-product alone may prove sufficient to
justify providing aid to the economies of these coun-
tries.

In addition, the past few years have seen an increase
in the illegal immigration of Latin Americans. Some
causes include the political instability, civil war and poor
economic conditions that prevail there. An improve-
ment of political and economic conditions may not only
hait such immigration waves but even reverse the
migratory movement, as has recently occurred with
Chile and Nicaragua.

Finally, there is still another political advantage in
fostering better economic conditions in Latin America.
In totalitarian Cuba there is a devastating economic
situation due, in part,-to the poor management of Fidel
Castro's administration and to the faltering economic
aid that previously came from the Soviet Union.

If Cubans perceive real improvements in the interna-
tional trade and economies of their neighboring Latin
American countries, they may surely want to partici-
pate, to join the club. But Cuba should pay the same
registration fee all other Latin American countries did:
? return to pluralism and democracy. No more, no
2858,

Essentially, because they are true, such economic
and political arguments are certainly much stronger
than any chauvinistic slogan or rationalization Castro
may offer the muffled Cuban people.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an assistant professor of
mact’hematics at the State University College at Cort-
land.
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Another Negative Portrayal

‘Havana’ Gives
Cubans a Poor

Representation

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Early this month I couldn’t resist
the temptation of viewing *“Ha-
vana,” the new Robert Redford

film about the

“ fall of Batista’s

government,

It was not the
good acting or
the tender love
1 story but the
need to see the
city where |
grew up and my
children were
born and the
way in which

the fall of Cuba's previous dictator
was told.

It was very refreshing to find
that the film's ambiance was un-
usually accurate, thanks to the col-
laboration between producers and
the Cuban authorities.

Daily life 30 years ago is cap-

- tured from the first scene of Ha-
vana's “‘Malecon,” its long sea-

- shore drive, the ferries
crisscrossing the bay and the Prado
Boulevard. And even in the rest of
the film, most of which was shot in
the Dominican Republic, the qual-
ity of the ambiance comes through,

In many small details: bottles of
“Hatuey” beer or packages of
“Pinos Nuevos” bread. Only the
trained eye can notice that “Auto-
buses Modernos” buses shown
were old GM American coaches
instead of the original British Ley-
land used in the 1950s.

Also, several native actors play-
ed leading roles and their bilingual
and seasoned performances added
much realism and quality. But this
collaboration also allowed the intro-
duction of several subtle but clear
political messages.

" i~

Romeu

The first message comes
through the overall corrupt envi-
ronment portrayed of Havana, a ca-
pital of over a million inhabitants.
The city had, in addition to bars,
brothels and a handful of American
casinos shown over and again
throughout the film, several mu-
seums, symphonic orchestra the-
aters, three universities and many
offices, modern factories and qual-
ity stores.

The unorthodox amenities were
for those tourists who did not enjoy
our beautiful beaches and natural
scenery,

There were certainly many
unfortunate ills that thousands of
Cuban men and women, who put
very long hours in their shops,
offices or sugar cane fields, were
working hard to redress, And many
thousands of beautiful women em-
ployed as teachers, secretaries,
clerks or simple housemaids,
helped with their low wages to sup-
port a modest but honest and lov-
ing household. '

The second message, short but
intentional, was given by the Cuban
journalist, In one scene, he laments
being a member of the corrupted
and weak middle class, condemned
to escape to Miami. .

A review of Cuban history shows
how the revolution of 1959 was,
essentially, the endeavor of the
middle class. And many of today's
Politburo members are still of pro-
fessional extraction. Of course,
Castro needs to justify and belittle
the exodus of over a million Cubans
triggered by his delivery of our
democratic revolution to Marxist
totalitarianism.

The third message is yet anoth-
er consequence of Castro's guilt, In
several scenes, including one with
the hanging of peasants, some
hammer and sickle symbols are
shown.

The historicat fact is that none
of the organizations in the struggle
against Batista was communist. But
astro, in his quest for a perma-

»

nent place in history, needs to con-
ceal how he misled thousands of
idealistic young men to their death
under a false flag, But this, history
will not forgive,

The message is delivered in the
scene with Meyer Lansky, the infa-
mous Miami Mafioso. Lansky be-
littles Batista, his government and
the whole Cuban nation as a banana
republic, created and controlled by
the Americans,

Batista, a crooked politician who
wouid not hesitate to order some-
one killed, was tougher than Lans-
ky and had a larger and richer
organization,

But Batista never sent Cuban
troops to Korea, Guatemala or
Lebanon, following Eisenhower's
orders, while Castro's troops did
fight in Angola, Ethiopia and Syria
to advance and support Brezhnev's
foreign policy.

*Havana” is a love story remi-
niscent of “Casablanca.” Without
being consciously ill-intentioped,
this Hollywood film portrays very
negatively yet another Latin coun-
try. And this doesn't help improve
the existing stereotypes about His-
panics,

Americans of Hispanic descent
cannot feel proud of their heritage
when their peers and the countries
of their forefathers are portrayed
as corrupt banana republics pop-
ulated with second-rate people.

And in a democratic nation, such
negative stereotyping can affect
the vote of segments of the electo-
rate and, hence, its loreign policy.
Careless portrayal of nations also
can hurt the feelings of their peo-
ple and affect foreign relations.

Yes, “Havana” is entertaining.
But unlike the film, the real Cuba,
like the real Latin America, is full
of good, hard-working people. Peo-
ple who try hard to do their best
with their lot, the same as we do
here. Even when it is not always
recorded in the Hollywood (ilms.

Romeu, an assistant professor of
mathematics at State University of
Cortiand, is a native of Cuba.
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Is It Latino or Hispanic?

Debate on Term
Is an Important
Identity Search

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Across the United States, His-
panics are holding an important de-
bate: Should Americans of Spanish
descent becalled

b | Hispanics or
A Latinos?
The matter

! goes beyond the
(. pure semantics
PR 0 A word. For the
\ S8l way people
& ; ' 17: .:.',
= ﬂ'im bearing on and
conveys the way
Syracuse has not been spared
from this debate. And recently, a
and Hispanic was sponsored by the
Hispanic American Society, a Syra-
tion,
Four Hispanic panelists partici-

4 of the preferred
address us has a
Romeu  (hey see us.
panel on the choice between Latino
cuse University.student organiza-

pated: two American-born and two

foreign-born American citizens, It
was interesting to see what their
})references were, how they de-
ended their positions and,
éspecially, how they managed this
dfference and their consequences.
'm.The discussion started with the
origins of the two words. The term
Hispanic was apparently coined by
the federal government in the early
1960s. It i, according to the
dictionary, someone from
“Hispania,” the old word for desig-
nating the Iberian pensinsula.
Hence, Hispanic World, Hispano-
American, design those peoples and
cultures derived, at least in part, by
the conquest and colonization of
America by Spain and Portugal,

The term Latino has risen later

as a creation of Americans of His-
panic descent and derives from
Latin American. The origin of the
latter dates from the French occu-
pation of Mexico in the mid-1800s.

At the time, the French were
trying to extend their influence to
the former Spanish colonies. And
since France is not a part of the
Iberian pensinsula, they sponsored
a new name, Latin America, that
would allow them to extend their
heritage to this region, too,

For France was, as were Spain
and Portugal, part of the Latin
world, conquered and colonized by
the Romans. Hence, the wording
Latin American would put them in
the same footing with the former
“mother" countries,

But more important yet than the
origin of these names is their use
and the underlying connotations
they convey to the different groups
that use them. For example, the
context of the name Latino,

Those of us who prefer Latino
argue that it is more inclusive than
Hispanic. We argue that the Ameri-
can (i.e., U.S.-born) Latino is not
purely a descendant of the
Spaniards, but one whose back-
ground is mixed with blacks and
Indians and whose culture is also a
mixture of all these constituent
ethnic groups. Hence, the name
conveys better their essence.

On the other hand, those of us
who prefer the name Hispanic also
argue that it is inclusive. Hispanic is
not the same as Spanish.

It denotes those pecple who are
the product of the Spanish coloniza-
tion — those groups who were
formed in America as an admixture
of racial and cultural influences of,
at teast, Iberians, blacks and Indi-
ans.

It was curious to notice how the
panel split regarding the choice of
name into American angd foreign-
born Hispanics. This writer, who
has traveled throughout the United
States, has often observed the same

pattern of behavior elsewhere. Asa
consequence of these observations,
we propose this conjecture about
the situation:

American-born Hispanics may
perhaps prefer the name Latino be-
cause ‘'Hispanic” has been imposed
on them by the government. And,
in a way, it reminds them some-
times of negative experiences also

- imposed on them by their surround-
* ing world.

| - American-born Hispanics have

* grown up in “mainstream’’ America

where they constitute a linguistic
and ethnic minority and where they
are and feel different, And at the
same time, having born in it, they
are and feel an integral part of this
society.

On the other hand, perhaps for-
eign-born Latinos prefer the name
Hispanic because they came to this
country later in life, by choice,

" But they grew up in a place
where speaking Spanish, exhibiting
some specific cultural character-
istics and having, perhaps, a darker
complexion, was not a probiem or,
at least, not as important. And per-
haps the name Hispanic reminds
them of their origins, their old
country, faraway friends and rela-
tives and childhood, instead of
unpleasant or negative early life ex-
periences,

Perhaps the most important les-
son from this panel was the way the
discussion was conducted: without
animosity or bitterness. The useful-
ness of a name is to add seif-esteem
to the group that uses it and to con-
vey the respect of the group that
addresses you with it.

For finding the proper name is a
important part of the identity
search and of the growth of any
group. And it can only bring the
self-assertion that allows the indi-
vidual to completely and proudly
incorporate.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an
assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College a
Cortland,
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.Popular Support,
U.S. Air Power
Never Happened

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
.. Thirty years ago this month,
1,400 anti-Castro exiles trained and
armed by the CIA landed on a
swampy beach
in southern
Cuba,

For three
days and nights
they fought Cas-
tro's reguldr
army and popu-
lar militia,
Finally, on April
. 19, the remain-

ing 1,100 sur-
Romeu rendered in
what was to be known in the
‘United States as the Bay of Pigs
-fiasco and, in Cuba, as the invasion
of Playa Giron.

For many, the Bay of Pigs brings
back memories from newsreel
scenes showing lines of anti-Castro
exiles with their hands in the air
and their weapons piled on the
ground.

For those of us in Cuba, these
memories include their public inter-
rogation on national television by
the Cuban authorities, with lively
interchanges between some of
them and Castro himself.

But when we seek an explanation
for the Bay of Pigs events, we have
to go back before the landing or
evén the moment early in 1961
whan the first exiles arrived in the
CIA training camps in Guatemala.
To understand what happened we
have to go back to Havana in Janu-
ary 1959,

Twenty-six months before the
Bay of Pigs fiasco, Castro entered

.+ Havana at the head of a Liberal
“ revolution, promising the Cuban

' A
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people free elections in 18 months
and a return to democracy and plu-
ralism.

Instead, Castro started an acce-
lerated program to build a totalitari-
an socialist state, He eliminated the
free press and the political parties
and took over the banks, the for-
eign trade, the bigger factories and
the large and middle landholdings.

In addition, Castro banned all
opposition to his government and
started committing dissenters to jail
or forcing them to go abroad or
underground. The only voices al-
jowed were of those who supported
and przised his regime,

As a result, Cuba split into two
strongly opposed political camps
and without the option of a civil
opposition, anti-Castro Cubans
started organizing for civil war. At
this stage, President Eisenhower
authorized the CIA to provide sup-
port to several exiled groups in
Miami and the Cuban Council, head-
ed by a former Cuban prime
minister, was created.

However, two costly tactical

" errors were made. The first was to

assume that a huge popular uprising
against Castro would take place if a
force landed in Cuba, The second
was to reassure the Cuban exiles
that American air support would be
provided to them and with this

help, they would be in Havana in a
matter of days.

Meanwhile, in Cuba the political
situation worsened by day. By April
1961, even the private Catholic
schools had been taken over by the
government and guerrillas were
overtly operating in all the six prov-
inces.

The CIA then gave the order to
launch the Bay of Pigs operation.
On April 15, old World War I B-26
bombers manned by Cuban crews
flew from Nicaragua 1o attiack mib-
tary airfields in Havana and two
other cities to destroy Castro's air
force on the ground.

I can clearly remember the

1t

Mistakes at the Bay of Pigs
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bombs exploding and the anti-air-
craft guns firing at Havana's Co-
lumbia military airport less than a
mile away from our home. And [
can remember the surprise and
frustration among Cuban under-
ground operatives ignorant of such |
an operation taking place. i

Some say the underground
movement was too split and pen-
etrated by Castro's security forces
to be useful or reliable, Qthers say
that Miami exiles did not want to
share power with the internal
forces.

In any case, Castro launched a
massive roundup of political
dissidents, and in less than 48 hours
over 100,000 men and women
were put in concentration camps.
Then Castro declared publicly for
the first time since his arrival to
power two years earlier that social-
ism was his true political goal.

It was now too late to react. The
internal opposition had been
broken. And in the Bay of Pigs,
Castro's remaining air force
brought down all the exiles’ B-26s
in the first 24 hours of combat.

The recent Iraqi defeat has
shown the extraordinary advantage
of owning the skies, and Castro's
forces made excellent use of it. The
invaders’ fleet, with all the water,
food and ammunition, was sent to
the bottom of the Caribbean. And
the exiles, thirsty, hungry,
encircled and outnumbered 30 to 1,
without the promised American air
cover, surrendered in three days.

Thirty years have passed, but
the Bay of Pigs remains a con-
troversial element of both Cuban
and American politics, Some think
it was a lost opportunity, others
that it was a senseless mistake, And
for Castro, the Bay of Pigs remains
a useful weapon for his internal and
foreign propaganda and policy,

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an
assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
Cortland,
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Free Trade with Mexico?

Pact Might Save
Jobs, Open New
Markets to U.S.

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
15 a free trade agreement with
T Mexico a higs.
.‘ sing or a curse?
= Will it take away
more johs? Will
it hurt the
environment,
organized labor
and small- and
middie-size
- P organizalions?
17 % Or will it hoost
our economy
Romeu and make us
more compelitive in the 21st cen-
tury?

lverything signals that the
19905 will become the decade of
the economic blocs. Europe will
form one, politically and
economically, in 1992, Eastern
Europe, with its highly trained and
low-wige work force, will hkely try
to join,

The Japanese and the rest of the
Astan countries of the Pacific Rim
are economically stronger every
day, and may start working 1oward
a closer cooperation, And even in
Latin America, the recently created
MERCOSUR, a market that includ-
ey Argentina, Brazil, Paraguuy and
Uruguay, is now a reality,

[n the 19th century, the United
States had the foresight to become
a large and well-organized nation at
a time whén the rest of the world
was quarreling with factionalism.
America became a vast free market
where products were produced and
distributed without barriers, cre-
ating the current industrial power
and alfluence,

But now the rest of the industri-
alized world is quickly catching up:
Everybody is forming new econom-
ic blocs, the size of the United
States and more. This alone is a
goad reason far taking a second
closer look at the consequeries of
the proposed free trade agreement
with Mexico.

There has been stern opposition,
Some argue there is something ba-
sically wrong with this mix, for the
two countries not only have differ-
ent languages and cultures hut also
standhirds of living and devebigmen

levels, But a similar situation
occurs in Europe, where Greeks
and Portuguese are joining their
dissimilar German and Dutch cous-
ins. :

Others argue that such a free
trade agreement would increase
the number of jobs we lose or that
it would decrease the pay of our
waork force and weaken our unions
further because the higher-paid
American work force could never
compete with the low-wage Mexi-
can worker, Finally, others argue
that unscrupulous capitalists oper-
ating in a country with few environ-
mental laws would pollute to the
It 1o make a fast buck.

We have, indeed, been losing
jobs way hefore any talk of a trade
agreement with Mexico, and for all
the aforementioned reasons.
Recently, we have lost many local
jobs to Korea and Latin America,
We also have lost many more jobs
to the nugration of New York
industry to Southern states, And
things won't get any better, with or
without a deal with Mexico.

However, if an assembly shop
goes to Asia or South America or
possibly 10 [lastern Europe in the
not too distant luture, chances are
that the American worker will
never see any fallout from it again.

If, on the other hand, it goes to
nearby Mexico, the product may
come back for a local high-tech fin-
ish or final processing. We may
indeed lose many low-tech blue-
collar jobs, which we would lose
anyway in the long run. But we
may keep many other more techni-
cal ones we would also lose, were
these companies 10 move to anoth-
er continent.

With respect to pay scales, pol-
lution and unions, there is nothing
mare contagious than hetterment
options. People learn fast and Mex-
icans are nol dumb. However, we
are not tatking of competing job
categaries but of migration of job
categories that our high-tech and
more sophisticated society has
priced out of our labor market. And
careful legislation and treaty writ-
ing could lake care of the environ-
ment,

The most important argument
against a free trade agreement with
Mexico comes from those who fear
American technology may end up in
the hands of our competitors or
that conpetitors would use Mexico
as o aprmghoard to flood the Amer-

ican market and avoid import tariffs
and treaties. This argument de-
serves [ull attention and a careful
study, for it may become the Achil-
les heel of the whole deal.

On the other hand, a free trade
agreement shows several positive
elements,

Mexico is our neighbor and the
door to the vast Latin American
markets. It compares favorably in
education and development with
our ather neighbors to the south,
And its geographical proximity mit-
igates some Mexican deficiencies in
infrastructure that have to be cor-
rected in short time,

Through Mexico, the United
States can sell many products in
Latin America, manufactured at a
lower cost and more appropriately
for consumption in less affluent and
sophisticated societies.

For example, if American indus-
try produces cheaper, stronger and
less-sophisticated cars, trucks and
tractors that Guatemalans and Bo-
livians can run on their rugged
roads and operate in their harsh
conditions, the distant Japanese and
Europeans won't have a chance.

Finally, there is yet ancther
strategic reason for establishing a
healthier economic relation with
Mexico and, by transitivity, with
the rest of the countries south of
the Rio Grande.

After the demise of the Soviet
empire and the democratization of
Eastern Europe, the world is quick-
ly changing. But its final form is
undefined.

It would be good policy to foster
economic and political stability amid
our closest neighbors, and there is
no doubt that a good trade agree-
ment would bolster Mexican
economy, decrease its inflation
rate, promote higher standards of
living and solidify its political stabili-
ty.

A hasty decision for or against a
free trade agreement with Mexico
may either compromise the Ameri-
can economy or kill a beautiful
opportunity for a better political
and economic international position
20 years from now. But with a
careful analysis of the pros and
cons, good will and foresight, a mu-
tually beneficial deal may well come
out,

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an
assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
Cortland.
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Statistics: Not Just Numbers

Students Need
To Know Daily
Applications

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Recently many of our youngstlers
proudly received their high school
diplomas. And we Inok forwacd to
seeing some of

them follow
miath and sci-
cnce careers. It
is unfortunate,
hovrever, how
every year
fewer and fewer
opt for the sci-
ence Lrack,

The big ques-
tion is, how can
we fosler sci-
ence and math studies ameng our
teen-ngers?

Currently, there i iuch delyale
on whether nore money shoutd be
paured into education,

Senne maindain that if our high

shoal <tndents don’t pul 1 Lwo
datly solid howrs of homewm k, just
as the Japanese, Korean, German
and all other kids who outscore
ours do, all this money will be
llnm.n inta a boltomless bucke:,

Dart of the solution may well he
the introduction of Lopics that cap-
ture the nitural curiosity of onr
youngsiers: for eximaple, statistics.

Statistics is such a widely used
subject that T tell my students they
shonld nnl receive collesre credit for
i, Fvervthie they learn i our
course they ahcady do, one way or
another. even when they do uot re-
alize it cemsciously.

Fhir<t discovered this truth more
Pham 20 vears ago. [ had st grad-
wntedd from the University of Ha-
vana with 4 math-statistics degree,
b was doing my weokly round to the

Romeu

countryside to cxchange our cigar
quota for some food when T et an
elderly peasant,

He could barely wrile and read,
but earned his living buying c¢rops
in the hackwoods and selling them
in the farmers’ markel. I asked him
how he went aboul estimating the
crop size. {lis answer was a de-

tailed description of what we, in °
statistical jargon, know as stratificd
sampling.

My whole world crunthled! To
think [ had spent so many years in
collegre loarning about sipma alge-
bras and the random-nikoddim de-
rivatives. And now I had found an
almost illiterate peasant who knew
as much about sampling as I did!

The fact is that we all use sta-
tistics daily in an intuitive way. For
example, when we look for a pood
bargain for second-hand car, we
sort through the classified ad
pages, We find two or three similar

cars and average the prices. Then

- we buy one for this or a lower fur-

ure.

And when we siereolype —
when we discriminate -— we men-
tally take a sample from a group of
people we know and find the “aver-
age” of their good and bad trans,
With these, we build a “typical”
representation or slercotype, of the
enlire group.

Unfortunately, many timoes our
sample is too small and specific to
be of any real value. And owr re-
sulling slereotype doesn'L really
represent the group, but our bi-
ases. Qlher Lines, the group is sn
varied that our stercolype is very
different from mast group individu-
abs we fil,

Eual opportunily employment
phitosaphy is also derived from sta-
tistical concepts. The arpument
runs; il 2 society is hins-free, then
all giroups will he represented in all
activities in similar proportion witl
which they oceur in the general
popnlalirr.}.

By standing this argument on its
head we say: if we gnarantee a per-
centage equal to that of the general
population, in all activitics, then we
will have achieved a fair and bias-
free society,

Statistics is a straightforward
subject. But one can misuse it {0
deceive people in the same way as
one can with almost anything else,

Take, for example, a bar chart
showing the popularity of two can-
didates running really close. Cut off
the Lottom half of the chart, magni-
fy the remainder and a meaningless
difference between them looks Lre-
mendously large.

Or take a sample of five tooth-
paste users and ask for the brand
name, If the majority isn't using
your favorite brand, throw out the
results, Continue Lhis procedure
until you get a sample that actually
uses your brand. Then just report
the final results without mentioning
the previdus ones, :

These examples of bad uses of
slatistics do not detract from its
great polential in education. Sta-
listics provides the student with a
Lool for quantitative reasoning and
training in observation and crilical
thinking. For this alone, statistics is
a subject worth including in most, if
nnt every curriculum from seventh
grade on.

We must continue to train more
andl better engineers and rescarch-
ors to nraintain the American tech-
nolopical edge if we wanl to keep
our current high economic stan-
dartls,

And for this we have 1o stimulats
o kids® hrains with lively aned
challenging lopics thal will inake
them, again, want Lo hit the bouoks
al least two hours cvery day!

And statistics may well be o very
fond one to start with,

Romeu is an assisiant professor
of mathematics al State University
Coflege .‘gt Cortland.
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Commerce Fills
Capital’s Streets
With Activity

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
It was 2:30 p.m. and our plane
was landing at Juarez Airport in
Mexico City.
e { Clint Eastwood
movie in which
the actor rides
44 into Mexican-
pw{] town at this
i same time, Ev-
:1‘:';’5 erything was
quiet under the
summer sun.
41l The streets
were deserted.
. It was siesta

time,

However, the Mexico City 1
found was far from asleep. Except
for the banks, government offices
and churches, which close for

Junchtime, everything was bursting
.- with activity with tens of thousands
#.of people rushing around in this city
* of over 23 million people,
The first thing we encountered
- was pollution — the scent of car
exhaust that would accompany us
“throughout our visit, As we took a
taxi downtown, we also discovered
the first thing about Mexico: It is a
country of tens of thousands of
small independent entrepreneurs.

‘Taxis — as well as mini-buses
called “peceros” (fish bowls, for
their many windows that display
the passengers inside) — are all
independently owned and operated

- and constitute a good third of all
vehicles on the streets, They all
travel at incredible speeds in bump-
er to bumper traffic, zigzagging
from lane to lane while causing
very few accidents.

Our hotel was in the downtown
section with its beautiful colonial
buildings and cobblestones, far from
the expensive and modern Zona
Rosa fourist zone. But it was close
to the Bellas Artes center, where
the famous Mexican Folkloric Bal-

v s -

I thought of a.

let and other first-rate shows take
place, and to the Zocalo, Mexico's
main square displaying a four-cen-
tury-old cathedral, the National Pal-
ace and the Templo Mayor, an
Aztec temple dug up by pure
chance about 20 years ago during
the construction of the subway,

In downtown Mexico City one
sees hundreds of small and indepen-
dent shops and stores that special-
ize in one merchandise and are lo-
cated by trade. .

The city wakes up late — don't
even try to find the morning news-
paper before 8 a.m, Stores start
opening at 9 a.m. and start closing
at 8 p.m,, some running as late as
10 p.m,

You shop by street as you would
shop by department in a store.
There is a street of jewelers and
one clothing and leather stores, one
of bookstores and another of hard-
‘ware stores. And on the sidewalks
street vendors display merchandise
from umbrellas to tortillas and
enchiladas. Everywhere in Mexico

people are selling food on the street

at almost any time.

We saw vendors in the hallways
of the very orderly and efficient
subway, which has the unique char-
acteristic of displaying in several
stations archaeological con-
structions that were unearthed
when it was built,

And we saw many children,
women and elderly people selling
pencils, singing or performing other
tasks and soliciting some money —
which shows a positive work ethic,
since they were always providing
something in return,

On one occasion, for example,
our bus stopped at a red light at a
busy intersection. Two men ran to

- the middle of this busy avenue, one

climbed on top of the other and
started juggling five balls for about
one minute. Then they came down
and passed the hat to the amused
drivers and rushed back to the side-
walk to wait for the next red light.
For arts and crafts, Mexico is_
the place to go. There are several
markets, the most typical being La
Ciudadela, reminiscent of the pre-
Colombian open-air Aztec markets.

No Siesta in Mexico City

There you can find anything you
fancy in clay, straw or fabric hand-
crafts at incredible prices: $2
(6,000 pesos) for a clay mask or a
puppet, $10 for a hand-embroi-
dered blouse. If you want silver,
better bring dollars with you, for it
is beautiful but expensive!

One striking thing to the visitor
is security. Men and women guards
with submachine guns and bullet-
proof vests stand in front of banks,
government buildings and public
places such as bus stations,
Evidently, Mexicans are concerned
with violence prevention, given the
many problems they have had in
the recent past.

Mexico has suffered a severe
economic crisis, its peso falling in a
short time from less than 100 to
3,000 to the dollar, In addition, the

.country’s political system is also
undergoing a change: “la apertura” |

(openness).

Currently the PRI, the party in
power for the last 60 years, is pre-
paring to share power with the
opposition, Hence, in preparation
for the Aug. 18 election there was
barely a wall or a street pole with-
out a poster for this or that candi-

‘date of one of the four large and

half a dozen small parties that
range from the conservatives to
the communists.

Parties have taken very strong
positions in favor or against the
free trade agreement with the U.S.
and Canada, Left-of-center PRI, the
government party, favors it; con-
servatives are skeptical and leftists
denounce it as a sellout of the coun-
try.

But many in the streets see free
trade as a positive thing that will
create new jobs and economic sta-
bility. As a nation with many small
and middle-size entrepreneurs,
Mexicans look forward to a freer
and larger market. And with their
new political system of true plura-
lism and their economic dynamism,
Mexicans may well be able to
achieve a more efficient system
that increases their lot.

Romeu is a native of Cuba and an
assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
Cortland.
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Voyage of Pain, Possibilities

W Columbus' Atlantic trip
resulted in much pain for the
peoples of America and Africa
but it also led to advances in
Europe and possibly the
American Revolution.

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

There is much said and done
these days about the quincentennial
of Christopher Columbus’ trip to
America.

Three repro-
ductions of his
“caravelles” or
ships, have been
built in Spain
and are already
3 sailing the seas,
A huge interna-
tional fair will
take place next
year in Seville,

Romeu  jgng the main
port between Spain and its Ameri-
can empire, The Public Broad-
casting System has spent millions
to produce a seven-hour series on
the topic, comparable to its recent
series on the American Cvil War,
And many Indian groups all over
the American continent are pro-
testing the celebration of an event
that represented much disruption
and suffering in their lives,

The relevance of Columbus' voy-
age is unquestionable: it changed,
for good or evil, the course of the
world on at leasl two continents,

Under scrutiny these days is
whether Columbus' trip was really
a "discovery'’ and whether its
elfect can be assessed as positive,
negative or mixed, given that the
extermination of large portions of
the indigenous population and the
slavery system were two of its
most visible consequences,

It is unquestionable that America
was inhabited by humans when Co-
lumbus arrived. And many of the
cultures, e.g., Mayan, Inca, Aztec,
were quite advanced. Hence, Co-
Jumbus could not have discovered
something that was already known
to millions. Also, there is some evi-
dence that other Eurnpeans, e.g.,
the Vikings. had already reached
North America, hopping from [ce-
tand to Greenland, to other smaller
North Atlantic islands. So what was
it that the Ilalian sailor discovered?

Columbus was, essentially. a
' )]

seaman in a time when few dared
to venture far away from the coast.
No one before Columbus had cross-
ed an open ocean like the Atlantic
using the simple technology avail-
able at the time. In a way, Colum-
bus’ trip in 1492 represents the
same as the flight to the moon in
1969: hoth opened new horizons to
the human adventure.

His discovery was not one of a
foreign land, but one of a totally
new way of traveling. He opened
the oceans as a communications
route. Shortly after Columbus, Fer-
dinand Magellan crossed the Pacific
and Vasco da Gama the Indian
Ocean, and only then the world be-
came round in a practical sense,

The American conquest came
later, when Columbus had already
finished his job and was preparing
to die, poor and forgotten, some-
where in Spain, With the conquest
the Spaniards proved, as many
other Europeans did later, that
ruthlessness was a trait of the
times, not of a race.

For if human sacrifices were held
in the Aztec and Inca religions, the
torments inflicted to Chiefs Hatuey
in Cuba, Tupac Amaru in Peru and
Caupolican in Chile to establish
Spanish domination were no less
barbaric. American Indians finally
were conquered by the Europeans
who then brought the African
slaves, then Asian and East Indians,
imported as cheap labor, These
human elements, jointly, with ail
possible admixtures, populate
America today,

But what did this process of
conquest, settlement, displacement,
suffering and force bring about?
How different would the world be
today had Columbus not sailed to
America in 1492?

Since the beginning, America has
had as much influence in Europe as
Europe has had in America. It is
questionable whether Europe, with-
out having exploited the American
riches, would have achieved the
economic and intellectual level that
allowed the great discoveries of
mathematics and physics as well as
the writings of the encyclopedia in
the 18th century. All these events
had a great effect in triggering the
American Revolution of 1776.

It is also possible that Lafayette
and olher Frenchmen who came to
fight for the American Revolution
wnuld have perhaps hesitated in

’l

supporting their 1789 revolution,
had they not seen firsthand the
American one,

Had the French Revolution and
Napoleon not occurred, the Spanish
nations would probably have not
obtained their independence in the
early 1800s. And the Europeans
wauld have perhaps found it more
attractive to strip the decaying
Spanish Empire of its productive
cotonies than to go and develop
él;g.ir own in Africa and Asia as they

id.

What Europe would have been
without America can be assessed,
to a given extent, by looking at the
Eastern European countries. They
had few contacts with the Ameri- .
can colonization experience and de-
velaped tardily.

What Latin America would have
been without the European colo-
nization is more difficult to imagine.
It is very possible that another sail-
or from another country and at a
later date would have finally con-

_quered the queen, At least with

Spain, Latin America achieved a

‘level of intermixture that largely di-

minishes the hatred between for-
mer masters and servants and peo-
ples of different races.

When you visit the Aztec archae-
ological site of ““Templo Mayor” in
Mexico City, you find an enormous

‘inscription on the wall, It explains

how modern Mexicans are not pure
Indians, not pure Spaniards, but a
racial and cultural admixture of
peoples that has created something

different: the Mexicans. Such a pos- ||

itive feeling that makes room for
all, whatever their ethnic
extraction, is not uncommon in
modern Latin America. .

The history of humanity is one of

* successive conquests. Columbus’

voyage opened a historical epech
that inflicted much pain an peoples
in America and Africa, But it also
opened new possibilities we can all
share today as partners, We can ei-
ther try to turn back the clock of
history or try to make the best of it
by looking to the future and work-
ing together in good faith,

We can then in a positive way
look to the past to avoid the same

. mistakes and to heal any open

wounds.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an
assistant professor of mathematics
at State University College at Cort-
land, : :




Symau@, f2dt= Stendand - F12/4,

- Post-Castroism Is Here

Evolution Toward W‘mf‘"mm' :

Pluralism Is Best

Method for Cuba

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Post-Castroism as a historical pe- ¢
riod has already started.

Many facts blalantly announce it:
the recent de-
mise of Cuba's
remaining
friends in the
Soviet govern-

{| ment after the

il coup; the rise to
power of Boris
Yeltsin, one of
4 Castro's worst
Soviet critics;
Romeu’  the recent dis-
closure by Cuban security forces of
a “plot” to organize a coalition be-
tweendomestic dissident groups
and exile organizations, which con-
stitutes an official recognition of
the internal opposition; the meet-
ings between a delegation of the
Cuban American National Founda-
tion and Boris Yeltsin, to discuss
Soviet aid to Cuba; and Wednes-
day’s announcement of the pullout
of 11,000 Soviet troops.

Castro's chances for internation-
al support are slim. Soviet aid, al-
ready dwindling, will be further re-
duced or cut off. He has no credit
and no hard currency. And things
at home are so bad that the govern-
ment has been building tens of -,
thousands of bicycles, for lack of
transportation, and a pigeon mail
carrier service has been recently
started. Cuban artists, technicians,
and even government officials have
been increasingly defecting during
their trips abroad. And hundreds
have already defied in the first six
manths of 1991 the rough waters
of the Florida Straits to leave the
island in search of greener pas-
tures.

After his 32 years in power
Castro appears totally worn out and
isolated, as he recently verified
during his stay at the conference of
Latin American Heads of State in
Guadalajara, Mexico, Therefore,
unless Castro can quickly find an-
other “sponsor” hostile to the
United States and willing to
underwrite him in exchange for a
base close to American shores, he
is doomed. And reciprocally, there
is a legitimate American interest to
see him go.

There are now at least three
options for the U.S. government to
encourage in Cuba, a move such ag
those occurred in Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union, to reinstate
pluralism in the island.

They are: to lift the embargo, to

K

failed right-wing ¥

strengthen it further or to stay the
course and react in accordance to
future developments.

The first option, lifting the
embargo, would only extend the
suffering of the Cuban people and
give Castro a chance to continue
his senseless hold on power. But
intensifying the embargo would
generate more negative effects
than the advantages they may
offer.

One important negative effect is
to send the wrong message to the
Cuban establishment. Like the So-
viet one, it is composed of many
elements whé want to survive
Castro's downfall or who may even
disapprove of his policies but can-
not or dare not overtly oppose
them.

Another negative effect is the
neutrafization of the internal
opposition, which coiild easily be ac-
cused by Castro of “oollabora%
with the “foreign” aggressor.
Cuban exiles would also split. Cer-
tain exile organizations have close
ties with the current American ad-
ministration and their larger influ-
ence would exacerbate the rivalries
among them. Finally, the Latin
American countries would not favor
a solution that depended on direct
American intervention, which could
revive some ill feelings of the long-
forgotten Big-Stick era,

A third strategy is to stay the
course and send the Cuban govern-
ment a clear message that an evo-
lution to pluralism and market
ecortomy would be considered very
favorably. Government officials in
Havana would then realize that
“there is life after Castro” for
those who participate in the solu-
tion. \
The opposition inside Cuba could
then openly work toward a plura-
listic evolution with the aid of the
Cuban exile groups! And the Latin
American countries could'now sup-
port such a move toward pluralism
in Cuba, as they have supported
similar moves in Chile, Argentina
and Brazil. Cuban officials would
then have to seriously consider

R ¥
shooting their own under Castro’s
and the old guard’s orders, or join-
ing the effort to restore a regime
where there would be political
space for all,

Under the political evolution
scenario, a brief transition followed
by an internationally supervised
election would lead to a pluralistic
system. The embargo could then be
used as a positive incentive to move
toward pluralism, and as in South

rica, encourage change.

The worst drawback of an evolu-
tionary approach is the lack of trust
among the opposing Cuban factions.
The proponents of the evolutionary
process may be initially perceived
as “agents” of the other side and
be mistrusted. And the possibility |
of “treason” will haunt everyone
during the initial phases of the ne-
gotiations, But Chileans, Poles, Por-
tuguese and Soviets who dared to
pursue this approach are now living
under democratic regimes.

Those who argue that an evolu-
tion toward pluralism is utopia may
be disregarding Cuban history. By
their inability to negotiate their
differences, Cubans suffered two
American interventions, a terrible
revolution in 1933 and 30 years of
communist dictatorship after 1960,
Many Cubans on the island and
abroad have learned the virtues of
tolerance and the ills of authoritari-
anism. They have also learned that
the only alternative to an evolution-
ary solution is for the ailing Castro
to continue in power until a bloody
revolt occurs, and then no one may
be able to control the events. One
dictatorship may well follow
agother, and not even the Unjted
States will come out ahead, having
to live with an unstable, unreliable
neighbor 90 miles away. ;

Post-Castroism is alive and well,
and waiting to be approached. Have
the interested players finally
attained the political maturity to re-
solve it?

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is an
assistant professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
Cortland,




W Elections are quite different
in Cuba than in the United
States, but change is coming,
one way or another.

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

This November, for the sixth
time I went through the experience
of participating in an Amencan
election, And it
still impresses
me. For com-
pared with the
system in my
native Cuba, it
is night and day,

In Cuba,
there is a single
party controlled
from above by
Castro and the
Central Commit-
tee he has appointed. The party, as
it is simply known, approves all
local level candidates.

These elect, following a pyramid-
ic scheme, the upper-level regional
and national representatives.
Finally, the national representa-
tives re-elect President Castro.

Cuban citizens live under strong
government pressure, Collective
fear stems both from the govern-
ment's ceaseless propaganda and
complete control of the economy. If
‘You are smgled out as “not
revolutionary,” the possibilities of
social, educational or economic
opportunities are gone. Therefore,
Castro always obtains over 99 per-
cent of the vote,

With such experiences, it is not
difficult to imagine my delight when
in 1986 I was finally able to select,
and from no less than six national
and regional parties! Nor to under-
stand why, with every new Ameri-
can election, I think again about the
possibilities of a return to pluralism
in Cuba and of ways in which a
peaceful transition to democracy
could be fostered.

Last year's events in Eastern
Europe have only galvanized these
thoughts.

But in Cuba, one year after the
collapse of socialism, we see no sign
of change.

One golden opportunity arose
this last October, during the fourth
congress of the Cuban Communist
Party. Many in Cuba and in exile

Syracuse bl Sudoed -Dee. 9/91.

Will Cuba Have Democrac
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“not revolutionary,” .tlp
possibilities of soclal,
educational or economic
opportunities are gone.

hoped Castro would use the con-
gress to promote change or at least
to send a signal that change was
welcome,

~ TInatead, Castro scorned plural-
ism and hailed orthodox Marxism.

' But the country’s economic situ-

ation is so bad some change had to
be made,

Direct election for national rep-
resentatives was approved — even
when the party still designates the
candidates, And pro-Castro Catho-
lics and other believers are now al-
lowed to belong to the Communist
Party — measures of little practical
value other than as public recogni-
tion of the religious discrimination
and political control Castro has held
over his 32-year reign in Cuba.

However, the Cuban economy is
in such bad shape after the Soviet
Union stopped its subsidies, that
another radical resolution was
passed. Cuba will start promoting
joint economic ventures with for-
eign capitalists.

Castro is hoping to solve his eco-
nomic mess by building, with the
money of European and Latin
Americarn entrepreneurs, a huge
tourist industry.

New touristic enclaves will rise
to exploit the famous warm and
beautiful Cuban beaches. But the
Cuban people know they will not be
able to stay in these hotels, nor buy
in their well-stocked tourist stores.
And this is starting to blow the
minds of people that have to stand
daily in line for many hours to buy
the most elementary things,

The level of popular discontent
may be assessed by the number of
political and human-rights groups
that have recently appeared and
the fact they are not radically sup-
pressed as they were 10 years ago
but instead tolerated as sort of es-
cape valves to popular malaise.

However, these mushrooming

dissident groups also can be per-
ceived as heralds of a new era in

.'; :

the Cuban political scene. For I:i1g1 ﬁ
well over a dozen that already
have organized into two broad ;
ances. And they have estabhshpd ]
working relations with the two:
main broad political coalitions
constitute the Cuban exile commu-
nity. <

One of the two internal alhanggs,
Concertacion Democratica, linkegi 1.
with a group of Liberal, Chnst:tal't’
and Social Democrats and nationial:
ist exiles, the Democratic Platfort

The second, Coalicion O B
Democratica, is associated mt&‘ i
conservative Cuban American’ :
tional Foundation. Both organiza‘
tions are requesting aid from Lati
American and European govern-. - ,i
ments to support a transition tp de-
mocracy in Cuba. And their suooess
can be measured by a recent meet-
ing in New York of Argentina’s. -
president with leaders of the Cu'bal
exiles.

In addition to their polmcal
lobbying, both coalitions broadcét
daily to Cuba. Their two stations,

La Vozdel CIDand La Voz de la
Fundacion read the daily editorials

of Miami’s two large Spanish <
papers, The Herald and Diario Las;
Americas. Many of these editorials .-
are written in Cuba by dissident .-,
group leaders and sent abroad: And .
most discuss pluralism and the - - -
ways of achieving it via a peaceful
transition, a very dangerous propo~
sition.

In spite of Castro, a de facto na-.:
tional dialogue has started between -
the two Cubas. Two of the three -~
components of a pluralistic system,
the right and the center, are in tha:
process of organization. And the ¢
third component, the democratic -
left, may well arise anytime from -}
amid Castro’s younger and more
enlightened ranks. The i mcreasmg “
number of defectors is a good s:gn
of that, -

The embryo of Cuban pluralism
has been created. Continued inter-
nal dissidence and international
pressure can only help it develop
And in due time either Castro
moves aside as Pinochet did in
Chile, or he will be ushered asidc
by the wheel of history, as with
Stroessner in Paraguay. No more
no less.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, s an
assistant professor of mathematics. .
at the State University College at
Cortland.
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Should SpanishBe Banned?

W Hispanics use their native
language as a bond among
family and friends, not because
they disapprove of English.

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

When | was going through high
school in Cuba at the start of the
Castro dictatorship, English :
stopped being
our enforced
i '‘second lan-

Bl guage.” It was
¥4 another legacy
g of Yankee impe-
8 rialism to be
done away with,
they said. But
many of my fel-
i low students
who chose
Chinese, Hun-
gartan or Russian found, to their
chagrin, they had to learn English
anyway. All our college engineering
and science books were in English.

If English was that important in
communist Cuba, how much more
is it in the United States, where
over 250 miilion use it daily! Refus-
ing to accept this fact will seriously
curtail anyone's chances of ad-
vancement.

Hispanics know this well, and we
try hard to learn English. It is weil-
known that functioning in two lan-
guages provides more economic ad-
vantages than knowing only one —
especially in our international
world,

And even when it is more diffi-
cult to learn another language as
one becomes older, we try hard and
often succeed well. Qur accent may
be heavy or recognizable, but our
communicating ability has little to
do with this when some good will is
present.

However, there are problems
with some ‘‘mainstream” Ameri-
cans accepting Spanish spoken in
public. And groups like the “En-
glish only”’ movement have ap-
peared to prevent it.

A lack of mutual understanding is
probably a main reason for these
disagreements,

Latinos speak Spamish because
we learned it at home — not as a

Romeu

scholastic subject but as the vehicle
of daily family communication. It
provides yet another bond among
kin and even another manifestation
of love and friendship.,

It is widely spoken in certain re-
gions of the country like Puerto
Rico, Texas and New Mexico.
When these Americans move, they
just carry it with them, too. And no
other intent is meant,

Non-Latinos seem to take our
speaking Spanish in a different way,
perhaps because our language ex-
periences have also been different.
We have often heard descendants
of second- and third-generation im-
migrants say how they were never
taught the language of the “old
country” at home, and how their
parents, when they wanted to dis-
cuss things they didn't want the
children to know, spoke in their
original languages. And here may
lie two substantial differences be-
tween these immigrants and His-
panics,

First, Puerto Rico, New Mexico
and Texas are not foreign countries
nor are their residents immigrants.
In fact, these regions were Spanish-
speaking before they became inte-
gral parts of the United States and
have remained bilingual ever since.

Second, we Hispanics don’t
speak in Spanish because we want
to keep others from knowing what
we are saying. And we don't per-
ceive how others can interpret it
this way, because our parents
never spoke another language in
front of us with such intention, Per-
haps on occasions we forget the
courtesy of speaking English when
others are present, granted. Bad in-
tentions? Not so, Just a mutual mis-
understanding.

Today’s problem may be how to
make Spanish-speaking Americans
fluent in English so they can func-
tion within the society and not on
the fringes. There are two theories
to go about achieving this: bilingual
education and English as the only
instructional language.

Bilingual education has the ad-
vantage of using the “home’’ lan-
guage: Spanish. It uses it to teach
all school subjects and introduces
English as one of these subjects

wuntil the transition to total English
can be made, It is faster in the
early grades, since the students can
learn subjects at their own pace. It
has the disadvantage that it can be-
come a crutch, and some students
may take much longer to learn En-
glish this way.

All-English schooling pursues
teaching every subject in English,
which at an early age is a foreign
language for many Hispanic chil-
dren. Children spend much effort
learning English at the expense of
other subjects. It is a more ‘‘sink or
swim"’ approach.

In our family, we used a combi-
nation of both methods. Qur chil-
dren, who knew no English, went
first to the Seymour School bilingu-
al program, There, they were ex-
posed to some English without set-
backs in other subjects like math,
Then we sent them to a regular
school, where they had some spe-
cial instruction and a lot of backup
at home. As a result, they are now
completely bilinguai, with some
slight accent perhaps, and going to
college.

Because we are a two-parent
household with a close-knit extend-
ed family, we could provide much
support at home. We practiced with
them daily and, for a while, we
even adopted English as the lan-
guage of our daily lives,

The kids learned English so fast
that we had to go back to our using
Spanish at home, for they are now
losing their Spanish! This combina-
tion worked well for us. However,
this approach would not necessarily
be effective or appropriate in every
context.

Sometimes the “English only"’

approach reminds me of a tradition- |

al in-law quarrel; The apparent ob-
ject of dispute is not always the
issue but just an excuse. The real
issue cannot be raised.

If we all, Hispanics and non-
Spanish-speaking Americans, agree
that English is the language of the
country and it is necessary for all to
learn it to fully participate, what is
the real issue?

Romeu Is an assistant professor
of mathematics at State University
College at Cortland and a native of
Cuba.
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By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

“Hey, guy, come down!”

The fellow at the bottom of the
ladder was my childhood friend Or-
lando Fernan-
dez, who was
black. He lived
A across the
street, in our
| Eastwood-like
] neighborhood of
4 Havana, ever
since I could re-
member, More
% 50, | can dis-

tinctly recall the

day his family
moved in, Orlando insisted on
climbing “my" tree, so we had a
big fight. His father, a man of a lib-
eral persuasion and a mason, like
my father was, intervened and
forced us to make peace, We were
good buddies from then on,

In Cuba, the year is divided into
two seasons: drought and rain, For
us kids, it had many more: the top
season and the kite season, the yo-
yo, marble, skating, biking and
baseball seasons and many more,

Orlando and [ always enjoyed
them together, playing at each oth-
er's home or in the street with the
rest of the kids on the block. We
competed, we disagreed, we fought
and called each other names —
even four-letter ones — without
giving it a second thought as to
whether it was “politically cor-
rect.”

But all was done in good faith
and it helped that Orlando had
never had to ride in the back of a
bus, drink from a special water
fountain or go Lo a segregated
schoot,

At the start of the Cuban revely-
tion, Orlando's father, who spoke
several languages, got a high posi-
tion 1n the Foreign Trade Mimistry.
Shortly after, he sent Orlando to
study in the Soviet Union, Orlando
spent several years there, went to
college and was now a big manager
in the Ministry of Agriculture, with
a government car and all.

“Hey, guy! What are you up to
now?'” he said again as | came down

Romeu

can. "1 have been watching you
working around the house for six
weeks now. And nobody in this
country gets that much vacation!”

the ladder with my brush and paint -

In Cuba, Races Bridge Gaps .

|
The story of our frlendship
was not very different from
that of other kids of
working or middle-class
extraction in Cuba in the
1950s.

“They let me go,"” | said. He
looked me over and scratched his
beard.

He said: “Do you want to work
with me, in Agriculture?”’

“I am not revolutionary,” I an-
swered.

“I know that, but that is not
what [ asked you.’'

To make a long story short, |
started working as statistician for

the Ministry of Agriculture a week |

Jater and worked there unu] Ileft
“Cuba in 1980,

The story of our friendship was
not very different from that of
other kids of working or middle-
class extraction in Cuba in the !
1950s. [ won't say there were no
racial differences in Cuba or that
the people were “colorblind.’” But
in the 70 years elapsed since the
abolition of slavery in 1880, Cuba
made large progress toward an in-
tegrated society.

Black slaves were brought to
Cuba since the early 15005 to work
for their masters. In the early
1800s, blacks constituted a third of
the population. But of these, almost
half were already freed and owned
small farms and shops.

Spain used the race issue and the
close example of Haiti's slave revolt
as a political weapon to curb Cuba’s
independence movement in the first
half of the 19th century. But in
1868, at the start of the War of In-
dependence, Cuban revolutionaries
freed their slaves and let them join
the army, With this action, Cubans
cut the tast hold Spain had on them,

Many black men, free and slave,
distinguished themselves among
the officer corps. Gen. Antonio
Maceo was second in the chain of
command, and Juan G. Gomez, a
black lawyer, was the personal del-
egate of Marti, the independence
movement leader.

b1 § -
0

After the war, Gomez, along  *
with many other black Cubans, held
high positions in the government, ~
including his lifelong Senate chair. ,
In 1933, the head of the army was
already black, In 1940 the presi-
dent was black.

Although classified as black,
many of these men were of mixed
race, which is often the case in... ;: -
Latln America. - A

In the professional and economu’.:.c ’
spheres, 20 percent of doctors, -+
lawyers and teachers were blaclg
as reported in the 1943 census, ™, “F&%
The population was then about 3 :
percent non-white. The primary

and secondary schools and accessi :
the university were open to all ¥ LA
races. However, on the average, i
blacks were poorer than wlutes. 400

were still less-educated and occu-‘ S
pied a lesser socioeconomic level

In the uppermost social and eco-’ '
nomic levels, blacks were still dis- - ¥ 5
criminated against. Separate social ?; i
clubs existed for affluent whites, "-;_.
blacks and mulattoes, However, all™ iy
professional societies, churches anq o
lodges were completely integrated.. u%

How was such racial harmony at.--f
tained in so short a time in Cuba? It
was a long and engaging process . u;,j_ﬁ
for whites and blacks, It takes two ¥
to tango, and one of much good and. =;
mutual accommodation — one that;u \‘
works only if both sides are really -, t

willing to bridge the gap, (_.'[_'_‘a:}

In England a thousand years ago
Normans conquered the Saxons. I% "‘3
wonder how many Britons today A
care what their ethnic origin is. In In% 5
Yugoslavia, on the other hand, % &
Serbs and Croats have been fight- -+ *

ing with each other for 1,000

years. England is a world economic”
and political power; Yugoslavia is a' i
mess.

Maybe we could borrow Ben
Franklin's reveolutionary slogan,
apply it to the multicultural and
multiracial context, and say: Either"
we hang together or we hang sepa-
rately.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, isan . ‘4
assistant professor of mathematics %
at State University College at Cort-
land.
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Hispanic Press Alive and Well

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Manuel DeDios, the editor who
was shot and killed earlier this
year, was a leader among H:spamc
_ _ journalists in the

crusading writer
who had ex-
posed drug deals
taking place in
the barrio. He
wrote and man-
aged New
York’s El Diario/La Prensa, found-
ed in 1913 with a daily circulation
of 70,000. (By comparison, The
Post-Standard’s is about 90,000). A
second New York City Spanish
daily, Noticias del Mundo, has a cir-
culation of 45,000 daily copies.

There are over 2 million Hispan-
ics in New York City, the second-
largest Puerto Rican city outside
that island, In Los Angeles, Miami
and Chicago, large-circulation His-
panic newspapers also appear every
day. In addition, there are two na-
tional TV networks, Univision and
Telemundo; national syndicated
news services such as Hispanic
Link; and family magazines such as
Mas and Replica — or the upscale,
English-language Hispanic.

However, it is the community
newspaper, often bilingual like El
Vecino de Rochester, that is grow-
ing the fastest — for two reasons.
One is that Hispanic papers discuss
and inform Latinos in their first lan-
guage. Secondly, advertisers have
discovered a growing Hispanic mar-
ket that can be tapped by using this
medium.

In contrast to American newspa-
pers, journalism in Latin America
tends to radiate from the big cities.
La Nacion, El Mercurio and El Pais,
for example, help define the com-
mon debate in Argentina, Chile and
Spain, respectively, In the United

States, a national newspaper like .
USA Today is still less read than
the local paper.

Latin American newspapers tend
to be associated with an ideology or
a political party that furnishes them
with economic support, readers and
writers. La Nacion and El Mercurio
are conservative, while El Pajs is
liberal. Readers balance out the
news by buying more than one
paper every day.

In the Spanish world, writing for
a newspaper is considered an honor
and a civic duty. Leaders.of all
types of causes use the pressto
promote and defend their ideas. In-
tellectuals are encouraged to con-
tribute frequently. This allows
newspapers to operate with a re-
duced full-time professional staff,
cutting costs.

Many of these traits have passed
on to the Spanish-language Ameri-
can newspapers. Smait community

papers flourish wherever a Hispan-
ic groups exists, Large newspapers
have developed only in the four cit-
ies with a large Hispanic immigrant
population. In other heavily Hispan-
ic cities like Sante Fe or San Anto-
nio, where the Hispanics are mostly
second or.third generation, only the
Spamsh community newspaper re-
mains, As they become more inti-
mately acquainted with the English
language and culture, Hispanics feel
more comfortable with the Anglo
press.

Only in two large American cit-
ies do Spanish newspapers compete °
with their English counterparts.
The first, Los Angeles, is the sec-
ond Mexican city outside Mexico,
Its largest Spanish newspapers are
La Opinion, founded in 1926, circu-
lation 105,000; and Noticizs del
Mundo, founded in 1980, circula-
tion 45,000. They both cater to the
over 2 million Mexican-Americans
living there, most of them first gen-
eration.

Miamii is the only truly bilingual
and bicultural American city. In
New York and Los Angeles, Hls-

panics constitute only a mmonty
Their newspapers cannot compare
with giants like The New York
Times or Los Angeles Times, with
a million copies a day.

In metropolitan Miami, 40 per-
cent of the population is Hlspamc
includinf leading politicians, busi-
ness managers and bank and uni-
versity presidents. No wonder El
Nuevo Herald, the largest Spanish-
language newspaper in the conti-
nental United States with over
120 000 COS:;.?;;I:S pubhshﬂogn tl'uzreLas

Jpaper, 0
with a circulation of
67,000, is apother alternative to
the Enghshehnguage Miami Herald,
circulation 450,000.

El Nuevo Heraid began as an. in=-
sert in the Miami Herald in 1976."
Since 1987 it has maintained a*to--/
tally independent staff. In 1988 it
won an mallfw best ﬁ'ontew

page among rican n
pers. Its-designer, Mario Garcia, is
a former Newhouse professor in
Syracuse. Editor Carlos Verdecia is
a former Cuban vice minister of
g;reign trade from the early Castro

Vs.

Dlanob;.as Americas K’as founded

ind ‘Nicaraguan Horacio

i Aguirre, who'still runs it. It em-
ployed many of the best Cuban
journalists who left the island in the
early ' 1960s.

Bt Herald éditorial writers are
not afraid to ¢lash with conserva-
tive Cuban exile groups. Its young
editorial staff publishes articles.; .
from many perspectives. A healthy
liberal-conservative debate, remi-
niscent of Madrid or Mexico City,
exists:between El Herald (available+
at the Onondaga County Public Li-
brary) and Diario Las Americas-
(available at Le Moyne library).

Journalism is an important indi-
cator of the health of a community.
By this standard, U.S. Hispanics
are alive and well,

Romeu, who lives in Syracuse,
It::&bw statistics at SUNY Cort-

l



Do Constitutional Changes

Signal Slippag

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Last summer the ''Asamblea
Popular,” the Cuban legislature,
met in Havana to approve several
fundamental
constitutional
changes pro-
posed by Castro.

These
changes were
triggered by the
B cxtraordinary
§ events leading
to the disinte-
gration of the
communist bloc.

The first
change deletes all constitutional re-
ferences to the “eternal friendship
with the Soviet Union,” an ally that
is no more. The farmer Sowviet re-
publics refuse to continue under-
writing Castro's regime now that
the Cold War is over.

For example, five years ago, 8
1on of Cuban sugar would buy about
nine tons of Sowviet oil. Today, it
barely buys one.

Another change, this with the
Communist Parly constitution,
deals with religion. By the constitu-
tion, Cuba is an atheistic stale.
‘Therefore, citizens with religious
beliefs. during the past 30 years,
have rarely been selected for man-
agement positions or allowed to
pursue, sav, careers in science, en-
gineering or journalism. Advances
come later for them, after signifi-
cantly larger effort, Now the Cuban
government is desperately trying
to win them over by allowing them
to be party members, apparently
with very little success.

A third change deals with direct
elections to the National Assembly.
Up to now, the electoral system
was indirect. Government-spon-
sored candidates ran for local of-
fices ~ like our county legislature
— in a one-parly election. And
these local legislatures selected,
from their own, the representatives
for the National Assembly.

From now on, the National As-
sembly will be directly elected from
a list of candidates drafted in public
meetings by government-run “"pop-
ular” organizations — unions,
youth, women and neighborhood
watch groups.

Nominations are made in public,
not in secret ballot. Opposition can-
didates who dare risk the govern-
ment's wrath and put their jobs in
jeapardy can always be accused of
“enemy propaganda’’ by the local

Romeu

||
Cubans are hungry and
tired after 30 years of
unfulfilled promises.

government watchdogs. There is
no free press; political parties other
than the official communist party
are not allowed,

Oswald Paya, leader of a Cattolic
movement inside Cuba, declared his
candidacy to the National Assem-
bly. The Cuban people found out
about Paya's effort through Radio
Marti, the American shortwave sta-
tion that broadcasts to Cuba. Paya
has no access to radio, TV, press or
any other Cuban media. He has not
been able Lo explain his message on
pluraiism and national reconcilia-
tion. And Castro’s government has
accused him and his foliowers of
being agents of American imperial-
ism.

Another constitutional change
deals with the economy, Presently,
practically alt economic activity 1s.
by law, n government hands. From
now on, joint ventures with.foreign
capitalists will be legal. However,
Cuban nationals are strictly forbid-
den to participate.

The last important constitutional
change may be related to the one
above. Cuban exiles, who up to now
were officially dual citizens of Cuba
wherever they live, will be s*ripped
of their Cuban citizenship.

When visiting their relatives in
Cuba, exiles are required to use a
Cuban passport, even if they have
acquired another citizenship. Many
hundreds of thousands have sub-
mitted to this practice since 1978.

Cuban “visitors" pay over $200
for a Cuban passport and

- $1,000-plus for the one-week

“tour.’” As Cuban citizens, these
visitors can be arrested at any
time, just like any other Cuban citi-
zens, If they do not follow their in-
structions to the letter. Exiles put
up with all that to spend some time
with their relatives and buy them
scarce, badly needed rationed goods
in the expensive government
“"tourist” stores,

By stripping the exiles of their
dual citizenship, Castro may pursue
several objectives. Cuban exiles will
not be eligible to take part in the
political life. Say, if a Cuban exii2
declares in Miami or Madrid his or

e for Castro?

longer be legal. Such a possibility is
not elusive, In the recent election
in Cuba, in spite of much govern-
ment pressure and secrecy, foreign
correspondents reported that high
numbers of blank and invalid bailots
were cast — perhaps as much as
20 percent.

However, Castro may be prepar-
ing a better scheme. Since Cuban
exiles would no longer be consid-
ered nationals, they would be eli-
gible to participate in the mixed
economic ventures like any other
"foreign capitalist."” Castro could
set up a deal where Lhose investing
a large sum would become pre-
ferred stockholders and attend pe-
riodic stockholder meetings -— vis-
iting their relatives more
frequently.

Many desperate exiles could con-
sider taking a second mortgage. In
the past. Castro has played without
scruples on the strong Cuban family
kinship. He will take our money and
use the scheme to divide us. But
this little scheme has a double
edge.

Cubans are hungry and tired
after 30 vears of unfullilled prom-
ises, Just recently, a Cuban passen-
ger plane with over 40 people
landed in Miami. All but five re-
quested political asylum. By the
scores, artists and technicians who
travel abroad stay in Mexico, Spain
and Canada. Even those studying in
the former Soviet Union refuse to
go back to Havana. More than
2,500 made it through the Florida
Straits in rafts last year.

Younger leaders in the military
and the party who will naturally
outlive Castro may not appreciate
his creating a Cuban apartheid for
foreign tourists and capitalists in
the midst of a suffering nation.
These young leaders, whose fami-
lies also suffer shortages and diffi-
culties in Cuba, may realize that
times change and that Castro and
his close entourage of gerontocrats
are preventing an evolution in the
country.

It is not impossible that they join
the internal dissidents and the lib-
eral wing of the Cuban exiles in a
coalition to restore political and
economic pluralism in the island.

Such was the story in Portugal in
1674 and in Paraguay in 1989. Will
it also be Cuba's in 1993?

Romeu is a native of Cuba and an
associate professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
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" Castro Gets Cool Receptlon,
Advice to Change in Spain

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

GALICIA, Spain — Cuban Presi-
dent Fidel Castro has for many
years stirred different reactions
from many of
us. For some,
Castro has been
the revolution-
ary hero who
created a social-
ist state 90
P miles away from
*q U.S. shores. For
g others, Castro
represents the
treason to the
liberal cause,
when he installed a personal and
communist dictatorship in Cuba.

Hence, as soon as we found out
that Castro would attend the sec-
ond summit of Hispanic nations in
July in Seville, Spain, some of us
found a way to make it here, too.

We did so to have a chance to
confront Castro’s dictatorship in a
country where a peaceful transition
to pluralism took place in 1975
after Franco's death and where an
appreciation for pluralism is strong.

However, to understand the
complex Spanish sentiment toward
Cuba and the United States, it is
necessary to know some recent
Spanish hlstory

Spain, in 1898, lost all of its re-
maining colonial empire — Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Philippines — to
the United States. This occurred
after the Cuban-American-Spanish
War, where Teddy Roosevelt and
his Rough Riders distinguished
themselves at the Battle of San
Juan Hill and where the Spanish
navy suffered two humbling defeats
in the Battles of Manila and Santia-
go de Cuba Bays.

The Spaniards have not forgot-
ten “El Gran Desastre’ of 1898,
which is very much at the heart of
the support that many Spaniards
have for Fidel Castro and his anti-
American revolution.

We, thus, came to Spain to try to
explain to the Spaniard people the
plight of “The other Cuba’* — the
Cuba of the internal dissidents, the

political prisoners, the exiles and
the “balseros’” who brave the wa-
ters of the Florida straits to escape
Castro's locked island.

We were well aware of the diffi-
cult task ahead of us, facing a peo-
ple whose pro-Castro sentiments
were well known. But we had faith
in the rightness of our cause.

Qur first stop was Santander, a
city of half-a-million on Spain's
northern seacoast. And it was a big
surprise for us to find how the pub-
lisher of El Diario Montanes, its
main daily paper, gave us more
than an hour of his time to listen to
the plight of the Cubans. And how
he published a lengthy piece on
Cuba that we had written. It was
apparent, at last, that the Spanish
public, tired of Castro's 33-year-old
rule, was ready to hear our plight.

We, then, proceeded to Santiago
de Compostela, the capital of the
Galician region. There, Manuel
Fraga, the president of the Galician
Xunta — something like the gover-
nor of a U.S, state — had invited
Castro to visit,

Castro is the son of a Galician
immigrant who made a fortune in
Cuba in the agriculture business,
Galicia is a very nationalistic region
in the northeast of Spain. And
Fraga is a former Franco minister
who was one of the main architects
of the Spanish transition toward de-
mocracy and pluralism after Fran-
co's death in 1975. He is one of the
most important conservative lead-
ers in Spain.

Fraga, who is also the son of a
Galician immigrant to Cuba and
lived there as a child, was invited
by Castro to go to Cuba last year.
He obtained the release of some pb-
litical prisoners and invited Castro
to visit the homeland of his father.
Some have criticized this attitude
as a self-serving gesture of a fading
politician. But it has turned out to
be one of the more interesting
twists in modern Cuban politics.

We arrived in Santiago on the
same day as Castro and searched
for the city’s newspaper. As it hap-
pened, the editor of El Correo Gal-

lego, the main daily, not only heard
us but invited us to write an article
about the Cuban dissidents inside
the island. And our piece joined the
several other ones critical of Cas-
tro's long reign,

In general, the Spanish press
was highly disappointed with Cas-
tro. He arrived with two plane
loads of body guards and committee
members and toured the Galician
countryside for two days. Castro
was supposed to give his only news
conference in Spain in Santiago —
but it was unapologetically canceled
at the last minute,

He cut short his stay and went
back to Cuba — some said because
there were very serious internal
problems going on there during his
absence. Others said he could not
afford to confront the questions of a
free press in a free country,

During his visit to Spain, Castro
had to take questions about a possi-
ble return to pluralism in Cuba.
Latin American heads of state like
Nicaragua's Violeta Chamorro and
Spain’s Socialist Prime Minister Fe-
lipe Gonzalez have raised the issue,
Finally, Fraga has flatly declared
that Castro should listen to the
“book of life” and realize that a
time for change in Cuba has come.

Castro has traditionally blamed
the American hostility for his iron
grip on power and American block-
ade for shortages in Cuba.

In Spain, Castro was treated
with all consideration and respect
of his rank. He was discreetly coun
seled to listen to his people’s plight
for pluralism — not threatened by
an embargo or insulted by an ad-
versary country.

Still, Castro refuses to yield an
inch of his personal power. He has
refused to face the scrutiny of a
free press. He has shown his weak-
nesses.

And, possibly, with his unfortu-
nate and ill-advised trip to the His-
panic Symmit, Castro has carved
even deeper his own political grave

Romeu is an assistant professor
of mathematics at State University
College at Cortland,
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WRONG MOVE ON CUBA

Trade Curbs
Will Hinder

Democracy

"By JORGE ROMEU

_ This week, by a vote of 59 to 3
with 71 abstentions, the United Na-
tions passed a non-binding resolu-

- tion against the
United States
| condemning the

*Law for Cuban
Democracy,” a
measure recent-
1 ly passed by the
3 U.S. Congress.

# Also known
Wl as the Torricelli

& Law, for the
New Jersey
member of Con-

5
~ Romeu

grg'ss who introduced it, this meas-

ure says U.S. subsidiaries in third
countries are banned from engag-
ing in any commerce with Cuba,

and that ships transporting goods

* to Cuba cannot dock in American

ports for six months. Similar meas-
ures strengthen the U.S. embargo
against Castro’s government, which
will only be lifted when Washington
certifies that there is a democratic
regime in Havana.

. The voting pattern in the U.N,
was revealing. The three countries
that backed Torricelli were the
United States, Israel and Romania.
Close American allies and business

quick and positive resolution of the
Cuban Problem.

First, American subsidiaries in
foreign countries would find it diffi-
cult to comply with such law with-
out damaging these countries’
economies. They generate foreign
trade and employment in these
countries, some of which are going
through the same hard times we
are going through here. Such a
measure would be hitting their citi-
zens (read voters) where it hurts
most: in their pockets. Their poli-
ticians, who would not like to lose
the next election, would likely disa-
vow Torricelli as an intrusion in
their internal affairs. A first symp-
tom may well have been the recent

. U.N. vote where our closest friends
sent us a silent message.

Secondly, Latin America, a high
priority in American foreign policy,

partners like Canada, Franceand \\’OUld,‘take Torricelli lightly. There

Spain voted against the United
Srates. Most of our friends in West-
ernt Europe abstained.

+ The results can be interpreted in
different ways, given the large
number of abstentions. If you favor
Torricelli, you can say that only a
minority of 59 countries were
against it (adding the abstentions to
the "“Nays"). If you are against it,
you ¢an say that only three nations
approve of it, Either way, it is obvi-
ous that this American law does not
make many of our foreign leaders
very happy. Nor does it have the
monolithic support of the Cuban
extle community.

The reason is simple. In the
midds of some of us, the Torricelli
law would not only be detrimental
to U.S. foreign policy, but also to a

is a history of American interven-
tion in the subcontinent. Some of
these countries may fear that they
would, perhaps in the future, suffer
from the same treatment if their
policies clashed with those of the
United States. They would not like
to set such a precedent.

Third, Torricelli would provide
Castro with yet another fig leaf to
cover his inept economic policies
(e.g. sugar is rationed in Cuba be-
cause of the American embargo.)
And it would give the kiss of death
to the growing dissident movement
inside Cuba. Here is where this
writer, too, takes exception against
Torricelli.

Currently, the courageous dissi-
dents operate as an unrecognized
but ever-growing opposition

movement. With Torricelli law,
they may be portrayed as an inter-
nal Fifth Column, Their viability
will be highly compromised.

Fourth, Torricelli thwarts the
possibility of a transformation fron
within the Cuban establishment, fo
lowing the Portuguese, Spanish oz
Paraguayan models. Castro can
now say to his comrades: "I am
your best life insurance."”

Fifth, embargoes don’t seem to
work any more. Even in the case ¢
little Haiti, it has not worked.

Finally, there are still some whc
believe {or choose to believe) that
the Cuban government is “little
David" fighting the American Goli
ath; or that Castro is still prefera-
ble to a U.S, “puppet government'
in Cuba, which they think will re-
sult if communism falls through thi
American embargo. Many in Eu-
rope and Latin America would ratt
er see a Chilean or Nicaraguan
transition toward pluralism. And
these countries would perhaps be
willing to back such a move and
even put pressure on Havana to
achieve it.

The Torricelli law means well,
aiming to bring pluralism to Cuba.
However, its side effects are con-
siderable and serious. We have jus'
seen the first one — the recent
U.N. motion.

It would be more efficient to pre
pose, on moral grounds, a multila-
teral embargo. Such a measure, if
achieved, could obtain the same re
sults, but without being perceived
as a uniquely American agenda.
The side-effects of Torricelli woul
then disappear.

Romeu, a native of Cuba, lives i
Syracuse.
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well In schuol, Fin cxamplu. li-yc;tr-
olds who have four or more kinds of
reading materials — books, magazines,
newspapers and encyclopedias — in
their homes scored 25 points higher on
the 1990 NAEP reading exam than kids
with two or less. Youngsters with this
variety of reading materials available
also tend to have higher average scores
on the NAEP math exams.

Whether or not they are readers, par-
ents can show their commitment to
their children's education by their TV-
waltching rules. “America's Smallest
School™ says that the number of young-
sters who watch threc or more hours &
day centinues to grow. Thirty-onc per-
cent of 17-year-olds waiched three or
more hours in 1972; 50 pereent did so
in 1990. These kids spent at least as
much time in front of the tube every
year as they spent in school — assum.
ing they went to school regularly. Par-
ents seem to know they have a respen-
sibility here. Almost two-thirds say
they have rules about welevision walch-
ing on school days. but, looking a1 the
number of hours kids put in, you-have
to conclude that the rules aren’t worth
much or that parents don’t enforce
them.

I youngsters don’t go to school,
they can’t benefit from what schoal has
to offer. Here. too, many parents are
failing their children by not making
sure the kids attend school every day. In
1988, one eighth grader in five was
absent three or more days a month —
or about six weeks per school year —
and 12 percent were late three or more
days a month,

This kind of involvement in their
children's education is hard work for
parents. They have to be around the
house to supervise: they have to put
pressure an the kids to tum off the tele-
vision and do their homework or read
something: they have to make sure the
kids go to school even when there is
some litle reason for staying home. As
“America's Smallest Schoo!” makes
clear, many parents are not taking on
this difficult job. But it's hard to think
of anything more important they can do
for their kids,

“America's Smallest School™ is available for
$5.50 from ETS Policy Information Center,
Rosedale Rd., Princelon, N.J. 08541,

Reader comespondence ioinvited Wrile to Mr Shanker at the
AFT. 335 New Jerey Ave . N W_ Washengion, DC, 20001
Cupynight 1991 by Albert Shanker Mr Shanker s column ap
peamd as 3 pand adverosement i Tiee Nea Ford Tintes, Sundas,
Fehtuary 7. 1)
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A FIELD TRIP To THE SCHOOL LIBRARY.

Human rights in Cuba
To the Editor: _

| would like 10 respond to the two let-
ters which appeared in the Jan. 25 New
York Teacher, regarding the plight of
the Cuban professors expelled from the
University of Havana last year.

The first writer who classifies him-
self as a “former reactionary™ is in error
with respect to the Cuban human rights
record and its relation to the U.N.
Human Rights Commission. Actually,
Cuba was condemned for not atlowing
the U.N. rapparteur to enter the island
last year to report violations. In addi-
tion, last Dee. 1Oth, anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Human
Rights in the U.N., the Cuban govern-
ment-sponsored mobs (Brigadas de
Respuesta Rdpida) were set loose and
several well-known human rights activ-
ists such as Elizardo Sanchez were
beaten unconscious. Calling such behav-
ior simply “over reacting,” justifying
these altrocities with the excuse of the
American emburgo or worse records
elsewhere (even when it is difffcult to
compete with as bad a record as
Cuba’s) opens a can of worms. The
same can be argued by the reactionary
white government of South Africa and
other similar political dinosaurs. These
human rights activists, far from being
people who are pursuing the “reintro-
duction of the old masters,” as the
writer argues, are people who seek the
same political freedom that our friend
here uses 1o air his disagreement with
our human rights work and write about
it in our union's newspaper. Have you
been fired or beaten by a mob lately,
just because you wrote your letter de-
fending the soctalist sysiem in Cuba,
Mr. Juan Luis? Have you heard of the
Golden Rule? .

With respect to the second letter, [
would like to remind this writer that
fast year over 2,500 made it 10-Miami
in rafis (and God only knows how
many more drowned trying). There are
over one million Cubans in exile and
several thousands in political crison in
the island. Wouldn't it be easier,‘or Cas-
tro to legitimize his 34-year-old party

|
|

rule by conducting an internationally su-
pervised, multi-panty election, just as
Pinochet, in Chile, the Argentine and
Uruguayan juntas and the Sandinistas,
in Nicaragua did? Why is Castro so
afraid to hold free elections? Is he
afraid that the Nicaraguan political
upset will be repeated in Cuba?

Our problem is not to justify one dic-
tatorship while condemning another.
We are for pluralism and human rights
across the board: in Chile, in Nicara-
gua, in South Africa and, of course, in
Cuba. JORGE LUIS ROMEU

Cortlandr. N.Y.

Cubans seeking freedom

To the Editor:

In your issue of Jan, 25, you printed
letters by two very misguided individu-
als whose views reflect barely a minus-
cule minority of Cubans in the United
States,

Perhaps, someone should lend them
a copy of Armando Valladares’s book
Against All Hope. Perhaps, they should
spend five minutes in conversation with
the 34 people who arrived in Miami by
stolen helicopter last year or with the
50 more who amrived there by plane
more recently. None of these individu-
als seemed to be (oo concerned about
the “*free education and health care”
they were leaving behind, The opera-
tive word for everyone is “freedom.”

When was the last time anyone
heard of a group commandeering a heli-
copter or airplaine and flying fo Cuba
because of the “social justice, self-deter-
mination and independence” which
exist there? My parents, brothers and ]
have been here 31 years and have not

Write us!

Readers are urged to share their
thoughts with other United Teachers
members. Write: “Letters to the Edi-
tor,” New York Teacher, 260 Park
Ave, South, New York, N.Y. 10010.
Please try to keep letiers brief (250
words or less), The paper reserves the
right to edit letters for space reasons,
but will not alter the writer's point.

Por Yok Tiacden - Fehusny 23, (113
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Cuban Human-Rights Groups:
Operate Inside and Outside

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

The U.N. Human Rights Com-
mission last month condemned
Cuba for “continued violations of

» fundamental
human rights
and individual
liberties.”

In the fight
for human rights
in Cuba, there
are two types of
groups — the
internal, activist
and the exile or
support groups.

Romeu The organiza-
tions are complementary, because
consciously or not, one works for
and supports the other.

The internal human-rights or-
ganizations are formed by activists
nside Cuba who protest govern-
ment abuses, argue their cases be-
fore the constituted authorities and
report them to human-rights organ-
izations all over the world.

A well-known internal activist is
Elizardo Sanchez, who was beaten
unconscious by government-spon-

sored mobs Dec. 10, the anniver-

sary of the U.N. Human Rights
Declaration, and then arrested by
the Cuban government on charges
of “public disorder,”

Others are brothers Gustave and
Sebastian Arcos Bergnes, who head
the Comite Cubano Pro Derechos
Humanos, for. which Sebastian was
tecently sentenced to several years
in prison.

The exiled human-rights organi-
zations disseminate abroad the re-
ports our colleagues inside Cuba
gather and send us. We also search
for support from sister internation-
al organizations.

It is because such human-rights
violations become known outside
Cuba that the internal organizations
can operate. Twelve years ago.
when [ lived in Cuba, the dissidents
and human-rights activists were ei-
ther invisible or neutralized inside
the prisons.

internal and external Cuban hu-
man-rights organizations are like

the strings and the box of a guitar:

the internal groups produce lovely

music that the external ones ampli-
fy so it can be heard wherever it is
needed. e :

Inside Cuba or any other totalita-
rian state, human-rights groups
start by demanding their right to
exist. They request from the gov-
ernment the status of a legal associ-
ation. When this right of peaceful
assembly is denied as in Cuba, such
denial becomes a flagrant and overt
violation. Then human-rights
groups edit newsletters dissemi-
nating such “dangerous” political
material as the U.N, Declaration of
the Rights of Man.

For such activities Cubans are
thrown into prison under the
charge of “enemy propaganda.”
Cuban human-rights activists also
report abuses specifically to the
U.N. Rapporteur for Cuba, which is
no longer allowed in the country.
For this, in 1989, Elizardo Sanchez
and others were prosecuted and
convicted, .

Abroad, Cuban human-rights ac-
tivists constantly monitor the .
short-wave stations and the inter-
national press for violation report
and we share this information
among our different organizations,

Oscar Alvarez and Ariel Hidalgo
in Miami are the official represen-
tatives of several internal human-
rights organizations. Through tele-
phone and other contacts they ob-
tain current information we all use.

Freedom House in Washington,
D.C.. and Americas Watch and Am-
nesty International officials in New
York City also have shared informa-
tion with us,

We then take these cases to the
best jury: public opinion. We pres-
ent our cases to the media, the pro-
fessional associations, the unions
and the authonties.

We take these cases to the U.N.
Commission in Geneva and write
reports and articles, give talks and
sermunars and in every way and
means imaginable share this infor-
mation with others in the interna-
tional community.

Disseminating human-rights in-
formation is very important be-
cause, in general, we deal with five
different groups of people, three of -

.. which we really want to reach,

The first two groups, the out- -
right hostile who still defend Cuba
as the last bastion of socialism and
the completely convinced that
human rights are systematically vi-
olated in Cuba are not of much con-
cem to us, :

Two other groups — the indif-
ferent and misinformed — can be
shown facts they are not aware of,
and their minds and hearts can be
touched. Lack of information is no
8in, just a rectifiable condition.

The prejudiced are the worst,
and there are many of those. Re-
cently, a learned professional re-
ferred to Radio Marti, the Voice of
America program for Cuba, as “the
American station that broadcasts
propaganda to Cuba.” [ courteously
asked if he spoke Spanish, which he
didn’t. This left me wondering how
he could know whether Radio Marti
was a propaganda station for it
broadcasts only in Spanish. This is
a classical example of prejudice.

By denouncing human-rights
abuses in Cuba we are setting the
record straight for the misinformed
and prejudiced. But most impor-
tant, the Cuban government cares
about international opinion, for it
may hurt its chances of receiving
needed economic aid and tourism.

Therefore, providing information
about human-rights abuses gives us
Cuban activists the only lever we
can use to protect our brothers and
sisters working inside the island
and to promote a peaceful, swift
and certain evolution toward plura-
lism in Cuba, with social justice and
respect for human rights.

Romeu, an associate professor of
mathematics at the State Universi-
ty College at Cortland, is 2 member
of the Human Rights Committee of
the American Statistical Associa-
tion and chair of the Human Rights
Committee and a board member of
the National Association of Cuban-
American Educators.
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Europe’s Cost of Living Soaring

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU
Before and since the last election
campaign the questions have kept
coming up:

Can we compete in the
industeialized

world? Are we
losing markets
abroad because

ries and produc-
¥ tion costs? Or is
it something
else?
{ L too, have
long wondered
about this,
Every year 1
pay twice as much for my British
professional society’s annual dues
as I pay for the American Statistical
Association. How can my British
colleagues afford it?

Last summer we had the oppor-
tunity to verify and compare Eyro-
pean prices. Due to the Quincen-
tennial, the International Fair in
Seville and the Olympics, air fares
to Spain were twice as expensive as
to England. So we took the long
way to Madrid.

Our first stop was London,
where a 30-minute train trip from .
the airport cost eight pounds ($16).
A room in the YWCA ran $75 a
night. This price, as all others in
Europe, includes the 15 percent
VAT (value added tax), equivalent
to our saies tax,

London is expensive and beauti-
ful, like New York in many aspects.
A two-deck bus costs $1.60, and
there are no free transfers. Their
excellent subway (“tube”) costs
$1.40 during off-peak hours. $2.40
during peak hours. Those who trav-
el to the suburbs pay considerably
more. A daily pass {about $7) al-
lows you to ride as many times as
you want, during off-peak hours,

of our high sala- -

Xf you are really traveling on a
shoestring budget, the King Cross
youth hostel charges three pounds
a night ($6) for a cot to put in the
gym and use of a shower, The sub-
way to get there adds $3 more.

The British Museum, a true mar-
vel, is completely free. However,
entrance to the Tower of London
costs over $12 per person, The
least-expensive theater seats are
mghtm and Eismhoat pounds ($15-16). A

ight-seeing trip along the
gve;' Thames starts at five pounds

10).

Londoners enjoy modern super-
market chains fike ours, We used

“Tesco’s. Prices looked quite similar

to the ones found in our iocal chain
— except they were in British
pounds. A half-pound of chicken
breast cost $1.95; a package of
cheese singles ran for $1.30; a two-
liter package of orange juice, $3. A
small bottle of Matteus Rose,
$5.50. A liter of Scoich went for
about $15.

A low-level statistician makes
about $30,000, and a more senior
position requiring 2 masters de-
gree, $40,000 or $45,000, which

compares to salaries around here

— except that life there is more
expensive.

Moving on to France was a relief
(An expensive one, considering that
the ferry costs over $40 one way;
the combined bus-ferry fare is
cheaper).

A French two-star hotel bed-
room for two cost 160 francs
{$30). But the shower was $4 extra
per person. Renting a car was not
expensive. But gasoline, as Ross
Perot has constantly reminded us,
was. A liter cost 5.2 francs (about
$1.25). There are 3.75 liters in a
gallon,

France aiso has verv modern su-

permarkets and we tried the Au-

chan’s chain. A liter of orange juice ]

cost 85 cents, pear juice, $1.50,
and banana juice, 95 cents. A loaf of
bread was 30 cents and 3 bottle of
table wine, $1.50. Dinner in a mod-
ern, self-service family restauramt
is about $6 per person.

The modern “Formule 1” hotel
chain, comparable to our Motel 6
chain, offers three bedrooms for
$26, showers included. Their hotels
are always in the outskirts. But re-
serve early — they were always

packed full,

European superhighways are ex-
cellent. Tolls vary. In France, they
were reasonable, But as spon as-we
crossed to Spain, prices skyrock- -
eted. A segment as long as from
Syracuse to Utica cost $16. Speeds
of 90 mph to 100 mph are not un-
common,

Spain, which recently joined the
European Community, has greatly .
raised its standard of living (and its
prices)) in the past five years. An
engineer in a smali city makes the
equivaient of $30,000 to $35,000
today — well over 50 percent
more than in 1987,

Five years ago, we paid $60 in
Spanish pesetas for a dinner for 10.
Last year we repeated the experi-
ence in the same restaurant, paid
with our VISA, but it cost $160. -

Everywhere we went in Europe,
we 3aw people spending money: in
cafes, restaurants and hotels. Cars
were plentiful. We saw banks al-
most in every corner, so there
must be plenty of money to save.
And there was a construction boom
taking place.

Shoukd we be taking a second
look at our management strategies?

Romeu is a native of Cuba and an
associate professor of mathematics
at the State University College at
Cortland.
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Cubans Know How to Beat the Heat:
Straw Fans, Icy Lemonade and Siestas

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

A short time ago, my old friend
Herb asked me how Cuba's senior
citizens handle the heat during the
hot Caribbean
summers. My
answer was: Get
a straw fan, sit
on the porch
drinking icy
lemonade, sur-
rounded by
shade trees, and
rock the heat
away!

Many people
ask me similar
questions, knowing that 1 come
from Cuba. They assume that our
long summers are much warmer
than the ones here and they want
some good tips on how to deal with
them. But there are several mis-
conceptions regarding the Cuban
summer — or that of Puerto Rico
and other Caribbean jslands.

First, our summers are really
not as hot as those here. Tempera-
tures seldom rise beyond 90, and
they usually hold steady in the mid-
80s, Then, as opposed to Syracuse
where we get two months of sum-
mer, in the Caribbean we get two
months of winter! And houses are
constructed accordingly.

Our traditional houses have
many large windows and doors and
rooms with high ceilings for the
breeze to go through, They yield to
a shady patio with fruit trees. The
floor is ccol ceramic tiles or ce-
. ment. And the roofs have red adobe
tiles that absorb the heavy sun.

Older houses, especially in the
villages and cities away from Ha-
vana, are often made of wood or
brick and have the traditional Span-
ish central patio. These patios, in-
herited from Andalusians and
Moors, are in the center of the
house, and their terraces have
hanging plants and some source of
running water, usually a fish tank

or small fountain, because the
green plants and the water sound
are so refreshing.

Newer city apartments have bal-
conies where people sit to catch the
ever-present sea breeze. Cuba is
long and narrow and the breeze just
runs through from 10 in the morn-
ing until 5 in the afternoon. With
3,000 kilometers of sea coast dot-
ted with excellent beaches, no
Cuban is further than 50 miles from
the sea. In summer everybody
swims to forget about the heat and
just sit in the warm, blue ocean
waler,

For those in the countryside,
there are other ways to deal with
the long, hot summer. To work the
fields under the noon sun not a
pleasant task. You do not want to
be working in a cane field during
the noon hour! It becomes a real
oven. So we adopted the institution
of the siesta. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
the slow summer heat takes over
and everyone who can goes home
or under a tree. When it cools off,
work resumes and continues until
dark, around 7 p.m. or 8 p.m.

Diet is also an important way to
deal with the summer heat. You
definitely do not want a heavy
meal, but a light one rich in roots
(yucca, malanga, name, jams and
potatoes) and fish. Warm-water Ca-
ribbean fish are light and easy to di-
gest. And there are also real treats,
like the ajiaco, a traditiona! dish
that combines roots and meat and
will give you energy to go for the
entire day.

Then there are the fruit shakes!
There are so many familiar light
fruits in the Caribbean islands such
as guavas, mangoes, bananas,
oranges and lemons. But others,
just as tasty, we have never seen in
Syracuse: guanabana, mamey, ancn,
caimito, maranon, just to mention a
few, They are delicious in any
form, but in a cold shake they can
cool you inside for hours.

Finally, because of daytime activ-
ities, sometimes you get to forget
about the heat. However, it defi-
nitely catches you in the early night
hours, because there is no way you
can go to sleep with it! Still there is
stilr:!one way to defeat it: the Male-
ol

The Malecon i3 a six-lane avenue
that meanders for miles along the
Havana seashore. It has a pedestri-
an walk between three and 12 me-
ters wide. In the summer, thou-
sands of people sit all along it until
midnight, when it cools off and one
can turn in. The very young skate
or just run around; teen-agers walk
up and down, just like they do here
in the malls. Young lovers seek
darker places to be alone, and fami-
lies and friends gather to chat and
socialize,

In pre-Castro days, ice cream
and popcorn vendors as well as
those peddling local snacks —
churros, granizado, piruli and oth-
ers — would delight the night-
watchers, Today, all forms of pri-
vate enterprise are outlawed in
Cuba and the delicious fruits,
shakes and refreshments have all
but disappeared from the Cuban
diet. Either they are no longer
grown by the small farmers who
cannot sell them in the market, or
the government exports them to
obtain “hard” currency.

Today, people just sit and talk on
porches and in parks, or stroll at
nights on the still-beautiful Malecon
to get the breeze — and perhaps
watch sorrowfully as a young jine-
tera seeks a foreign tourist to ex-
change her favors for a shopping
trip to the tourist store and some
coffee, soap, meat and a pair of
pantyhose ...

It is always difficult to take the
heat, no matter where you are. Just
live through it and make the best of
it you can...

Romeu, a native of Cuba, is a
professor at SUNY Cortland and
lives in Syracuse,
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NAFTA Will Widen Market,
Send Positive Message South

By JORGE LUI1S ROMEU
During my nine-day visit to Mex-
ico City, on my daily walks down its
beautiful main artery, Paseo de la
Reforma, 1 saw
1 large headlines
about “TLC" —
21 Spanish for Tra-
F3 tado de Libre
d Comercio — or
as it is known
here, the North
American Free
Trade Agree-
# ment between
the United
States, Canada

Romeu

and Mexico.

In addition, we had several dis-
cussions on the impact and conse-
quences of NAFTA during our four-
day Fulbright orientation program.

The speakers who dealt with the
Mexican political process, economy,
ecology or even with the education
system raised issues somehow con-
nected to it

On the one hand, Mexico's Re-
publican history includes several
foreign wars, invasions, interven-
tions and territorial losses. And this
has made Mexicans nationalistic
and distrustful of foreigners.

Also, having a lower industrial
development and standard of living,
Mexicans worry about how their
culture, language, family structure
and customs will be affected by the
faster paced American way of life.

On the other hand, Mexicans feel
NAFTA is a beautiful opportunity
to continue their extraordinary eco-
nomic growth, to modernize their
society and to better their every-
day lives.

In turn, we Americans, with
higher salaries and tougher envi-
ronmental laws, often fear that
.S, entrepreneurs will just walk
across the border with our jobs and
that we will end up losing more
than we could ever obtain from this
trade agreement.

However, to accurately assess
the possible impact that NAFTA
may have on Mexico and the Unit-
ed States, we have to look deeper
not only into their history and pres-
ent situation, but into the interna-
tional context,

R

Mexico, with its 90 million peo-
ple, is just acrass the Rio Grande.
Hence, transportation costs are
minimal. In addition. Mexico has
shown a degree of political stability
rare in Latin America.

Its peaceful presidential succes-
sions every six years since 1929
have provided the social and politi-
cal clumate that have converted
Mexico into one of the sirongest
economies in Lthe region.

Mexico's political system is in-
deed singular, The same party, the
PRl — Partido Revolucionario In-
stitucional — has held power since
its founding in 1929.

However. several other palitical
parties, including conservatives, so-
cialists and communists, are also
active and have newspapers and
other medii. Mexico's most salient
political characteristic is that presi-
dential re-election is forbidden.

As a result, every six years a
new team with new ideas comes to
power, even if from the same politi-
cal party. And this has allowed the
opportunity for peaceful change.

For example, in the mid-1980s,
President Lopez Portillo, who na-
tionalized the private banks, was
followed by presidents De La Ma-
drid and Salinas de Gortari.

They not only sold the banks
back to private industry, but also
hundreds of other former state en-
terprises that were not doing well.
This privatization policy set the
strong economic development that
present-day Mexico is undergoing.

More recently, starting with the
national elections of 1988, opposi-
tion parties have gained much polit-
ical ground in what constitutes a
real government effort to open up
the system to a more pluralistic so-
ciety.

Anti-pollution laws also have
been passed. And however difficult
and slow it may be to implement
these changes, it shows a real ef-
fort by Mexican authorities to take
the country within the parameters
of the other two NAFTA members.

Mexico's economy, another sing-
ular development, is essentially
composed of very energetic small
and middle-size enterprises. There

are hundreds of small shops, which
constitute a sizahle patential con-
sumer hase.

But most important, Mexicans
lack and want, and are not able to
buy, many of the evervday products
we take for granted. This s possi-
bly the strongest Amertcan incen-
tive in favor of NAFTA,

Few Americans st need a VCR,
acolor TV or a steren svstem. Our
American market is almost satu-
rated. However, there are 90 mil-
lion Mexican consumers who, under
NAFTA, will become our natural
customers — or will become some-
one else’s if NAFTA doesn't go
through.

Of course, to buy these ynods,
Mexicans need to earn the money.
And, of course, some jubs will go
there so they can become paying
customers. But many more jobs will
be created in the Umted States
from the transportation of goods,
their production, sales and from the
services derived from these new
activities,

There is a final political issue to
consider here, a global issue, The
world is moving into larger eco-
normic units. We already have the
European Common Market and the
Pacific Rim; in the [ure other
blocs will be forming,

In the 19th century the Uniled
States had the vision Lo create a
huge nation — market — that de-
veloped it5 present security, econ-
omy and might, But for today’s
standards, it is no longer large
enough.

NAFTA will provide that size.
Having Mexico in it will not only
provide a larger economic base but
also send a positive message to our
Latin American neighbors south of
our border. It also may help deal
with some of our illegal immigra-
tion problems.

There 1s no doubt NAFTA poses
great challenges to ali three coun-
tries that are a part of it. Butf
their leaders and their people are
creative enough to work them out
together, NAFTA may well prove
the best deal of the century for all.

Rameu is an associate professor
of mathematics at the State Uni-
versity Crilege at Cortland.

.
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Our Man in Havana?

Gorbachev Tries to Make Castro Ease Up on the Reins

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

IKHAIL Gorbachev, the Soviet Communist
M Parly leader, is visiting Havana, Cuba, this

week. He is there trying to persuade Fidel
Castro to open up his system. That is, trying to con.
vince Castro to implement some sort of perestroika
in Cuba.

Gorbachev may suggest Castro allow some form of
private enterprise, as is currently occurring in the
Soviet Union. For example, Castro may allow the
farmers to sell their produce in the markets or the
plumbers and electricians to work on their own after
their daily shift.

But Castro, himself, tried something like this in
the carly 1980s, just after the political debacle of the
Mariel Boatlift, and it didn’t work. That is, it worked
much too well for some of the enterprising farmers
and plumbers who were getting too rich and setting a
bad example. Then, Castro simply wrote the whole
experiment off and started the current process of
“correction of errors,” the antithesis of Soviet peres-
troika.

Gorbachev knows of this very well and that Fidel
Castro is a tough cookie. In the early 1960s, after
Nikita Khrushchev removed the Soviet missiles from
Cuba without even consulting Havana, Castro put in
jail most of the “Old Guard,”" the old Cuban Commu-
nist Party top bosses. Castro then let the Soviet
government know that they were better off putting
up with him than risking losing Cuba altogether.

But Castro also knows well that Gorbachev, in
turn, is also a very tough cookie and that Gorbachev
turned around the Communist Party's political strat-
egy. in spite of the resistance of the conservatives in
the Soviet Politburo, Gorbachev is convinced that
communism, to remain an issue in the last decade of
the 20th century, has to evolve and acquire a new
face. Hence, Gorbachev has to persuade Castro to
implement, if nothing else, a limited promotional
perestrojka.

But to be fair, Castro's position is very different
from Gorbachev's. The new Soviet leader can afford
to criticize the errors committed in the past because
the perpetrators were others, and they are dead. Cas-
tro, in turn, could never do this. He has no one t{o
blame but himself. He has run Cuba as a personal
fiefdom for 30 years, with a tight group of friends
who are very much alive and constitute the backbone
of his political power.

On the other hand, Gorhachev knows pericctly well
that Cuha has performed for 30 years three impor-
tant functions for the Soviet Union.

First, Cuba has been an efficient public relations
pureau for Soviet ecommunism in Latin America and
the Third World. Through Cuba, the Soviets have

introduced their product to this new market and have
obtained footholds in them from time to time.

Second, Cuba has acted as a surrogate for the
Soviet Union, both politically and militarily, when it
was not convenient for them to act directly, Cuba has
been an active member of Third World organizations,
supporting the Soviet bloc interests for years. And,
for a term, Cuba even presided over the Non-Aligned
Movement. If fighting Soviet political battles weren't
enough, Cuba also has sent its soldiers {Angola, Ethi-
opia), where Soviet troops never would have been
able to set foot without provoking the military retali-
ation of the West,

Finally, if things really ever got so bad, Cuba
would represent a beachhead behind the enemy lines,
or at least a diversionist object to throw at the
United States to gain time while fortifying Soviet
military positions in the homeland. This provides a
valuable bargaining chip in U.S.-Soviet relations.

In exchange for these very tangible services, Cuba
has received during 30 years a generous subsidy
Lrom the Soviet Union. Some say about $8 million a

ay.

Why, then, would Gorbachev risk a collision with
his tropical friend?

Precisely because the first and most important
function that Cuba performs, that of public relations
stunt, is not working at all.

Cuba, under Castro, represents an outdated model
at a time when the Hungarians have allowed the
organization of restricted independent political par-
ties, when the Polish have created a Senate of freely
elected representatives and have recognized the Soli-
darity trade union, and when even the Soviets have
elected a patriarch to their new Parliament.

In a decade when even Latin America countries
like Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, and
now Paraguay and shortly Chile have moved (or will
move) toward a pluralistic form of government, it is
inconsistent that Cuba remains a bastion of Stalin-
ism. This will not atiract the attention or the interest
of Latin American masses. And the image portrayed
by Cuba will be much more damaging than beneficial !
for Soviet propaganda.

Yes, Gorbachev is in Havana trying to make Cas-
tro comply with the human rights conventions and
trying to liberalize the Cuban economy and the social
structures, at least to a minimal level,

Then, has Soviet leader Gorbachev become “Our
Man in Havana"? No. he has not. But, maybe in a
way, he may very well be.

{Romeu, who lives in Syracuse, is an assistant
professor of mathematics at the State University
College at Cortland. He and his family lived for two
decades under the regime of Fidel Castro.)
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Dissimilar Elections
In Paraguay, It Buys Time; in Panama It’s a Weapon

By JORGE LUIS ROMEU

WO apparently similar electoral processes
have just taken place in Latin America last

week: one in Paraguay and the other in Pan-
ama. However similar they may seem at first
glimpse, they are radically different in more than
one way.

It is true that both Panama and Paraguay have
suffered stern authoritarian dictatorships under
democratic cover. It is also true that, in both cases,
the presidential candidate supported by the govern-
ment predictably has been expected to win. It is sull
true that both governments were compelled to
organize elections because of internal and interna-
tional political pressure and economic problems —
not their love for democracy. And finally, the prime
objective for conducting these elections has been to
buy time.

But here is where the similarities end.

If we perceive elections as some sort of innocuous
popularity contest where the winner takes all, then
both processes are identical. However, if we believe
that elections are complex, multi-stage processes
with profound consequences. then we can point oul
the following radical differences between the two:

In Paraguay, Alfredo Stroessner's regime repre-
sented & stable (34 years) political system with a
powerful and well-organized political base: the
Colorado Party. In Panama, by contrast, Gen. Man-
uel Noriega has governed for less than a decade with
a heterogeneous group more interested in short-term
material gain than in a long-range political stay.

In Paraguay, Stroessner was deposed by his own
followers when he became a burden for the continu-
ity of the system. The Colorado Parly is now rapidly
trying to evolve in order to survive, It apparently has
accepted the principle of power.sharing in a pluralis-
tic democracy and is now willing to give up 1s
monopoly of power not to lose it all later on.

The opposition, apparently, has understood this
change in attitude and is willing to play the game to
take the country back into the democratic path
Belween these two political forces they may achieve
it. sparing the nation the blood bath and destruction
of an open power struggle.

Hence, the time that the Paraguayan election 1s
currently buying is, hopefully, the necessary one (o
make the transition to a mutually agreed pluralistic
democracy.

In Panama, on the other hand, Noriega doesn
seem Lo care much about the opposition, its role or
a return to formal democracy. A shrewd operator,
Noriega has successfully wrapped himseilf in the
national flag, as so many other dictators conven-
iently do, to obtain some sort of legitimacy and sup-
port for his government. The opposition, apparently

overconfident of American support, hasn't been wise
encugh to find a way out of government for him and
his entourage.

Hence, each side seems to be using the electoral
process to destroy the other, And the futile time they
are currently buying may prove just enough until
their next inevilable clash.

How can such a difference exist between such two
apparently similar processes?

Maybe because Paraguayans have finally under-
stood there are three stages In an election, and Pana-
manians haven't,

First, in an election the government recognizes the
existence of alternative power groups (the opposi-
tion) with valid interests and solutions to the national
problems (their platform). Second, these alternative
groups are allowed to share their ideas with the
nation as a whole (the political campaign). Finally,
the election itself permits one of these groups to take
charge under two conditions: to hear and take into
account what other groups have to say and to relin-
quish power after a finite period of time.

This political reality, which in our days has been
acknowledged by several European and Amerlcan
governments, apparently has been accepted in Para-
guay.

In the 1970s, for example, in post-Franco Spain as
well as in post-Salazar's Portugal, all political groups
accepted pluralism to aveid civil war. The same
oceyrred in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay in the
early 1980s. And the same is taking place in Chile.

At the other end of the political spectrum, in the
Eastern European countries, we are starting to
observe the same political behavior. In Poland, Soll-
darity has been legalized and allowed to present can-
didates in an open election. And In Hungary, res-
tricted political associations have been allowed.
Apparently, what wasn't possible for Dubcek during
the Spring of Prague in 1968 or for Imre Nagy in
Budapest in 1956 is becoming feasible today.

Dictators from the right and from the left, Gen.
Andres Rodriguez of Paraguay and Gen, Wojciech
Jaruzelski from Poland, may finally have realized
that to function efficiently as a nation the consent
and contribution of all its citizens Is required.
Noriega, apparently, has failed to grasp this.

Inadvertently amidst these noisy ones, a third
Latin American presidential election has taken place
this week, too. In Bolivia, for the second time since
its return to pluralism in 1985, the citizens went to
the polls to select a president in a three-way race:
left, center and right.

There is hope. Time is working for democracy,
these days. Let's pray for the best. _

Romeu, who lives In Syracuse, is an assistant pro-
fessor of mathematics at the State University Col-
lege at Cortland. He and his family lived for two
decades in Coba
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Cuban Dissenting
Faculty Expelled

By Jorge Luis Romeu

uring the past 15 months,

over 30 facuity members

have been expelled from en-

gineering and teacher’s col-

leges in Havana, Cuba. These

Cuban educators were fired for signing

and peacefully delivering a petition to

President Fidel Castro. Their petition

requested, among other things, a

peaceful opening of Cuban society,

compliance with the United Nations

Declaration of Human Rights, the res-

toration of university autonomy (aca-

demic freedom) and democratization
of the country (pluralism).

The Human Rights Committee
{(HRC) of the National Association of
Cuban-American Educators (NACAE),
which is lobbying for this case with sev-
eral international organizations, has re-
ceived letters from two of the expelled
professors. They are Ing. Felix A. Bonne
Carcasses, a full professor, and Ing.
Miguel Morales Acosta, an assistant pro-
fessor, both of the engineering universi-
ty Instituto Superior Politecnico Jose
Antonio Echevarria.

In an April 5, 1993 letter these facul-
ty members announced that several of
the expelled professors have formed a

continued from page 6

Now is a most exciting time to be an
OR professional. The processes we use in
doing our professional business are
changing, and we all want ORSA to
evolve to the new realities.

In the coming months you are likely to
hear a great deal more about new organiza-
tional forms for ORSA and TIMS. Any such
new form would represent much more than
administrative merger; it would herald the
creation of a vibrant, technologically
state-of-the-art professional organization
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new organization called Corriente Civi-
ca Cubana (Cuban Civic Current -
CCQC). The CCC is intended ta be a civ-
il-rights advocacy group, composed of
professional people supporting a peace-
ful restoration of civil rights in Cuba.
They have requested that NACAE help
them make their case with American
public opinion, especially among similar
university and professional people. They
want international public opinion to
know that they continue to be harassed
by the Cuban government, arrested and
physically threatened, in order to coerce
them to abandon their current peaceful
dissenting positions.

In a second letter dated April 10, 1993
to Dr. Eduardo Zayas-Bazan, president
of NACAE, the same two faculty mem-
bers explained that CCC has also been
created to help them combat the ostra-
cism to which any Cuban professional is
subjected once he or she adopts a civic
and (peacefully} critical dissenting posi-
tion against the current Castro regime.

For many years, as with the rest of the
communist countries in the Eastern Bloc,
few dissenting voices have been heard
from Cuba. The reason is the total govern-
ment control of the citizen and of all

EDITORIAL

for MS/OR people for the 21st Century.
Such a new organization would reach
out, beyond its own membership. It
would speak to perspective consumers, to
opinion makers, to managers and plan-
ners. It would facilitate the use of technol-
ogy to deliver its product, to educate its
students, and to bring the fun of the sci-
entific method as applied to important
real-world problems to grades K-12.
There are new joint ORSA and TIMS
committees currently charged with: (1)
assessing evolving information technol-
ogies in order to recommend Society

means of expression. As occurred in the
Eastern Bloc, Cuban government control
is finally eroding and the hidden but al-
ways present dissent is starting to be heard.

With this note, NACAE and CCC are
respectfully requesting solidarity from
our fellow professionals and educators in
operations research and management
science for those less fortunate in Cuba.
We ask that you dedicate sorne interest
and find out more about this well-
known case by requesting information
from NACAE, Amnesty International or
Americas Watch. We also hope that you
raise the issue with your other profes-
sional societies and that you write letters
of support on behalf of these expelled
Cuban faculty to: President Fidel Castro
Ruz, Palacio de la Revolucion, Havana,
Cuba; or Hon. Fernando Vecino Alegret,
Minister of Higher Education, Ministe-
rio de Educacion Superior, Calle 23 es-
quina F, Havana, Cuba.

You can rest assured that your let-
ters will not be wasted. The Cuban au-
thorities carefully weigh international
opinion. Their treatment of dissidents
and conscientious objectors will not be
the same once it is known that the in-
ternational community is aware and
watching. ;

Jorge Luis Romeu, professor in the Depart-
ment of Mathematics, SUNY-Cortland in
Cortland, N.Y., is chairman of the Human
Rights Committee (HRC} of the Nation-
al Association of Cuban-American Educa-
tors (NACAE).

positions and responses, and (2) identi-
fying needs and services of our current
and potential members. We will hear
from these committees at the Phoenix
ORSA/TIMS meeting.

You are our customers, ORSA exists
to serve its members. We want to hear
from you about how to do it better. Call
(617) 253-3604, write or E-mail
(rclarson@mit.edu). I will arrange a time
and place in Phoenix at the next ORSA/
TIMS meeting to speak personally with
all of you who contact me about the
stimulating issues before us. L



