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Mentor
Hello, Brethren. At the time of writing

this column I am getting ready to vote in
our mid-terms. I am worried, as I observe
fewer lawn signs than in previous years.
Are people losing interest or just turning
inward? For, people are being flooded
with inaccurate and incomplete informa-
tion.

Take political polls, for example. Polls
should be impartial and in many cases they
are not. Media and political pundits often
omit key technical information, which hin-
ders their validity. For example,
FiveThirtyEight and Real Clear Politics
report election races with differences of
one, two, or three percentage points with-
out mentioning the sampling error, which
is typically greater than 3%. When differ-
ences are smaller, those races are tied.
Saying one of the candidates is ahead does
not help to strengthen faith in our elec-
tions, and it may discourage people from
voting. Sampling frames (lists of potential
survey takers) are incomplete because not
all cell phones are listed. Caller IDs let
users avoid answering polls. Criticism of
parties, or apocalyptic statements about
election results may influence some
interviewees to hold or disguise their true
opinions.

Some political campaigns stress more
the defects of their opponents than issues
at hand. There are few debates and those
that occur deal more with personalities
than facts. Some voters do not trust the
new balloting methods, introduced during
the pandemic to decrease crowds and re-
duce the spread of COVID, because they
do not fully understand them. Candidates
consider their opponents as enemies rather
than as political contenders with different
ideas. The media, which has become par-
tisan, makes millions in advertising dol-
lars from politicians and political parties.
None of the above issues helps reduce the
toxic and divisive levels the current politi-
cal debate has reached.

Also, the above issues may have an
impact on post-election events. Some vot-
ers may be convinced, contrasting pre-

electoral poll results and their media and
pundit interpretations, that election out-
comes are inconsistent with true results.
This may increase yet more the mistrust
that some voters already have regarding the
validity of the process and raise the toxic
levels higher.

What relation, if any, does all the above
have with Freemasonry? As an important
part of Civil Society (churches, clubs, VFW,
Legion, Rotary, Lions, etc.) the Craft has
an interest in the political life of our coun-
try. Our obligations of Love of Country and
Service to Humanity, and our proverbial
tolerance and brotherly love make Freema-
sonry exceptionally suited to help our fel-
low citizens better understand some un-
clear or unsound concepts. Providing miss-
ing information and clarifying existing de-
tails may help to reduce toxic levels, allow-
ing the Craft an opportunity to serve our
country and community. We may seriously
want to consider it.

Last month I sent out an email to Mas-
ters of Onondaga Lodges and to the District
officers covered by the word and asked
them to pass it on. I wanted to organize a
Zoom presentation about statistics and polls,
with a double intention: first, to inform on
the use and validity of polls; and secondly,
to let our friends and neighbors know that
we Masons do care about community af-
fairs.

Some may say that all of this is meddling
into politics and that Masons should keep
away from it. “Politics” would be to sup-
port one candidate or criticize another. We
include Independent, Republicans and
Democrats. To explain and inform the pub-
lic, encouraging debate on issues, and pro-
viding a tolerant environment in which to
do so is “policy,” something within
Freemasonry’s purview.

Maybe the time has come for those
interested in examining this approach to
have a Zoom meeting and talk more about
it. Those who may be interested should
please feel free to contact me by email.

Jorge L. Romeu

EMESBE
My Brothers near and far,

as I write this article on Vet-
erans Day I extend Veterans
Day wishes to all of you out
there. I was asked a few years
ago to be involved with this
news publication that you are
reading. I was truly honored
to be approached, as I never
in a million years expected
to be part of something so
grand. I hold our paper in
high esteem, and the Broth-
ers who came before me and
the ones working on it now.
They are an awesome group
of men whom I truly admire
and look up to. We are all
here to give every one of you
the best publication we can
and pass on as much infor-
mation as you want to give to
the members in your Lodge,
Chapter or organization.

I have been asked to take
over as the Executive Direc-
tor of EMESBE, publisher
of the word. I am ecstatic
and humbled but it saddens
me that my mentor, my
Brother and my friend Ben
Lees is stepping down. I have
some big shoes to fill, even if
Ben is shorter than me.

Ben has been the key to
running this paper for many
years, getting the bills paid,
sending out invoices and
collecting the subscriptions
from each entity, adding new
readers, deleting some,
working with the post office
and so much more. Words
cannot express the gratitude
that we owe him. The Board
of Directors signifies appre-
ciation for all his hard work
over the years. I will look to
Ben for guidance in my new
position.

If any of you see or talk to
Ben, thank him for the tire-
less job that he did for every-
one, never expecting any-
thing but the satisfaction of
knowing he was doing this
for all of us. And a huge
thank-you goes to his bride
Joyce for encouraging him
to follow his passion in Ma-
sonry.

Now to business: Invoices
are sent out after the first of

the year to every Lodge Sec-
retary. Some invoices have
not been paid in a timely
manner and multiple in-
voices have been sent. From
now on, every Lodge will be
getting an invoice emailed
to the Secretary and the
Worshipful Master. Your
membership list will be in-
cluded. You should double
check it, add or delete mem-
bers and pay the amount due.
If it is not paid on time there
may be an assessment. That
will be addressed in the
email. When Lodges do not
pay on time we have to take
money out of our investments
to pay our bills. We are los-
ing money—all of us.

We are also hearing from
many Brothers that they are
not getting the word. It falls
to each Lodge to make sure
your Brothers’ information
is correct when you send it
back to us.

We reluctantly increased
the cost per person because,
as you all know, prices are
skyrocketing for everything
in our lives. We are trying to
be fiscally responsible by
emailing the invoices be-
cause it is your money we
are spending. If you have
any questions I am available,
just as Ben was.

If anyone is interested in
getting the word by email let
your Secretary know and
email me, please. Delivery
is much faster than your pa-
per in the mail. This will also
help reduce the overall cost
of everything.

We are open to any sug-
gestions for making your
paper bigger and better.
Grand Lodge is said to be

looking at our publication as
a model for Brothers across
the state. What an honor that
Deputy Grand Master Steven
Rubin thinks that much of
our paper!

Keep up the good work,
Worshipful Masters, and
other contributors. The mem-
bers in your organization
expect to read an article ev-
ery month. As executive of-
ficer, it is your job to submit
or have someone else do it
for you. It does not have to
be lengthy. Let your mem-
bers know what is going on
for the following month and
further into the future. The
more they know, the more
interest they will show and
attend more functions. This
applies to everyone.

One other way to comple-
ment the information distri-
bution between issues of the
paper is to email me notice
of events and pictures. I will
post them on the Onondaga
County Masonic District
Facebook page. This is a
great tool to broadcast your
events, and it can be a re-
cruitment tool. It is a public
site and you never know
when a potential candidate
will show at your door.

I wish all of you the best
in your Christmas celebra-
tions. Keep our Military,
First Responders and Law
Enforcement in your
thoughts and prayers. Happy
New Year!

“Always do your very
best. Even when no one else
is looking, you always are.
Don’t disappoint your-
self.”—Colin Powell.

Brian Courtney

BORN AT Charleston,
South Carolina, on March
12, 1807, this scholarly
brother lived to the age of 74
years, dying at the Hygeia
Hotel at Fortress Monroe,
Virginia, June 21, 1881.  He
was buried by his bereaved
family and sorrowing breth-
ren at Washington, D.C., on
Sunday, June 26, with all the
solemnity of the several cer-
emonies of the Masonic Rites
wherein he had so long been
active in leadership.

Graduating with honours
at the Charleston Medical
College in 1834, Dr. Mackey
entered immediately the busy
practice of his profession
which chiefly occupied his
time until 1854 when his lit-
erary and Masonic labours
engrossed his efforts.  Dur-
ing the Civil War Dr. Mackey
was a Union adherent, and
President Johnson appointed
him Collector of the Port.
Some active interest was
taken by him in polities and
in a contest for senatorial
honours he was defeated by
Senator Sawyer in the can-

vass. Following this experi-
ence Dr. Mackey removed
to Washington, D. C., in
1870.

In St. Andrews lodge, No.
10, at Charleston, South
Carolina, in 1841, Dr.
Mackey was initiated, passed
and raised. Soon thereafter
he affiliated with Solomon’s
Lodge No. 1, of the same
city, becoming Worshipful
Master in December, 1842.
He became Grand Secretary
that year and held this office
until 1867, for many years
preparing the reports of the
Foreign Correspondence
Committee of the Grand
Lodge.  He was one of the
founder members in the for-
mation of Landmark Lodge,
No. 76, in the year 1851.

Advanced and exalted in
Capitular Freemasonry dur-
ing the winter of 1841-1842,
he was elected High Priest in

December, 1844; was also
elected Deputy Grand High
Priest in 1848 and succes-
sively re-elected in that po-
sition until 1855.  In this year
and every year thereafter to
1867 he was elected as Grand
High Priest of his State.
Elected General Grand High
Priest in 1859, he continued
in that office until 1868.

Dubbed and created a
Knight Templar in South
Carolina Commandery No.
1, in 1842, he was elected
Eminent Commander in
1844, later being honoured
as a Past Grand Warden of
the Grand Encampment of
the United States.

Crowned a Sovereign
Grand Inspector General of
the Thirty-third and last De-
gree in 1844, he was for many
years Secretary-General of
the Supreme Council, South-
ern Masonic Jurisdiction of

the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite.

Editorially he conducted
for many years the Southern
and Western Masonic Mis-
cellany.  For two years he
was editor-in-chief of the
Masonic Quarterly Review.
In 1859 Dr. Mackey became
editor of the Department of
Masonic Miscellany in the
American Freemason, and
for three years, beginning in
1872, he published Mackey’s
National Freemason.

Becoming a contributor
to the Voice of Masonry in
1875, Dr. Mackey contin-
ued actively his writings in
that publication until 1878
when his failing health com-
pletely checked his further
labours for that periodical.

Prolific as an author his
books included the History
of Freemasonry in seven
volumes, the Encyclopedia

of Freemasonry in two vol-
umes, Symbolism of Free-
masonry, Masonic Jurispru-
dence, Manual of the Lodge,
Book of the Chapter, Prin-
ciples of Masonic Law, Lexi-
con of Freemasonry and the
Mystic Tie.

After Dr. Mackey, located
at Washington D.C., he af-
filiated with Lafayette
Lodge, No. 19, Lafayette
Chapter, No. 5, and Wash-
ington Commandery, No. 1.

The funeral services in
Washington on Sunday, June
26, 1881, were begun at All
Souls Church, Unitarian, of
which Dr. Mackey was a
member, and were conducted
by the pastor.  Then followed
the ceremonies of a Lodge
of Sorrow, Rose Croix Chap-
ter, Ancient and Accepted

Albert Gallatin Mackey
see page 2

Albert Gallatin Mackey
BY BRO. ROBERT I. CLEGG.  OHIO, From The Builder, December 1922
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Greetings, Brethren!
Happy holidays to you and
your entire families! We have
now attended more than half
of the Onondaga District Of-
ficial Visits. In the event we
have not reached your Lodge
yet, we will be there soon.

During our presentations
you will hear information
about our first, second and
upcoming third (bonus)
Road to the East (RTTE)
session. We have continued
this Masonic education
course as a three-District
team (Onondaga, Cayuga-
Tompkins, Oswego). Con-
tact me today regarding
available options for this
course or to attend make-ups
for this very popular course.

The Master’s Chair
course is slated to start
shortly after we break into
the 2023 new year. This
course is very important and
informative for those who
are sitting in the East and
have not yet taken it. Once
we have completed this
course, our rotation will cycle
around again to the Masonic
Development Course
(MDC).

During our Official Vis-
its you will hear interesting
historic examples of our
Grand Lodge building and
Library. Kick in this new year
by becoming a new you. Give
yourself a jump start on the
Chancellor Robert R
Livingston Library Masonic
reading course. You will find
tons of Masonic history lit-
erally at your fingertips. It is
super easy to enroll. Check it
out at https://
nymasoniclibrary.org/read-
ing-course/.

As always, feel free to
contact me with questions
regarding any of these
courses. I look forward to
seeing you at the next event.

Rick Miori

Greetings, Brethren! I
hope each of you had an en-
joyable and festive Thanks-
giving celebration with those
you love. As we have given
thanks around our tables and
march full bore into the
height of  holiday season, we
pause to reflect on all we
have accomplished over the
past year; the lives we have
touched, the memories we
have made, the friendships
we have strengthened. Many
of us are lucky enough to
share those experiences in
good health and good for-
tune but there are also those
who have struggled, faltered
or stumbled. It is for that
reason that I ask you to keep
charity and kindness close in
your heart during the com-
ing weeks. Do what is within
your means to celebrate and
embody the principle tenets
of this Great Fraternity.

On the District’s front,
Official Visits have been
going very well. I appreciate
the warmness with which
each Lodge has received us
as we travel around the Dis-
trict. As of this writing, four
Official Visits remain: De-
cember 9 at Ft. Brewerton
Lodge, January 12 at Me-
morial Lodge, January 19 at
Konosioni Lodge and Feb-
ruary 21 at Fayetteville-Cen-
tral City Lodge. Any Brother
interested in travelling with

FAIRCHILD & MEECH
DEWITT CHAPEL

3690 ERIE BLVD. E., DEWITT, NY 13214

Ph. 446-5500
BRADLEY A. MEECH, TERRY D. WHEAT, MARK C. BENTZ

Funeral Directors
Est. 1893

DDGM
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us is most welcome. I just
ask that you reach out to me
to let me know you plan to
attend so that I can reach out
to the Master of the Lodge
with an accurate head count.

Lastly, I finally have an
update on the Battle Within
Foundation Benches. The
Foundation has put out in-
formation regarding spon-
sorship of the Let’s Talk
Benches. The short summary
is that plaques will be made
available from the founda-
tion for a $500 donation that
directly goes to supporting
the mission of the organiza-

tion. In the coming weeks I
will be starting to develop
and flesh out a strategic plan
to introduce these plaques
and benches all around our
area. Keep an eye on your
emails. If anyone is inter-
ested in helping spearhead
this effort, please do reach
out and let me know.

As you likely will not hear
from me until after New
Year, I want to wish all of
you a happy and healthy New
Year’s celebration. I will see
all of you in Lodge.

Daniel Campis

Scottish Rite, Southern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction, and were
in charge of the venerable
General Albert Pike and his
associate officers.

The long white flowing
hair of the patriarchal Sov-
ereign Grand Commander
endowed him with a crowned
glory as he from the pulpit
uttered the solemn words
over the dead body of his old
friend.  Their intimate fra-
ternal relations quickened in
the speaker a multitude of
memories and he was deeply
affected.  Brother Pike’s
stern lips trembled with emo-
tion many times, especially
when he descended from the
pulpit, took the flaming torch
in his hand, waved it, and
repeatedly summoned with
his loud resounding words
“Brother, we mourn for thee;
we call upon thee to answer
us.  Dost thou hear the call?”

Just as Brother Pike said
these words, a ray of sun-
shine from the window at the
west streamed in splendour
across the church.  His hoary
head was thereby aflame with
a glowing halo of light like
unto the vision of some
sturdy stately saint of old.
The tang of sorrow in his
tones as he continued sadly
with the words of the ritual -
“Our Brother answers not our
call” - heightened with the
tinge of assurance the strik-
ing illusion.

The remains were interred
in Glenwood Cemetery with
the rites of the Symbolic
Lodge in charge of Most
Worshipful Noble D. Larner,
Grand Master of the District
of Columbia.

Dr. Mackey as a lecturer
had nationally a deservedly
high reputation.  He was al-
ways most interesting and
instructive.  Possessing a
very pleasing address, he
could deeply impress the
favourable attention he in-
variably awakened in an au-
dience.  As an after-dinner

speaker he was declared to
be second to none in the
United States, his keen wit,
lively repartee, and remark-
able anecdotal powers caus-
ing his society to be sought
and solicited on every pos-
sible occasion.

Of stalwart and com-
manding presence and richly
cultured discourse Dr.
Mackey was in close per-
sonal charm at once gentle
and dignified, acute in his
warm practical sympathies
for all suffering humanity,
and deeply dowered with a
strong faculty for friendship
firm as the hills everlasting.

The intense esteem his
friends held of Dr. Mackey
is well shown by the official
letter sent out at his death by
the Sovereign Grand Com-
mander of the Southern Ma-
sonic Jurisdiction of the An-
cient Accepted Scottish Rite.
General Albert Pike wrote
this appreciative message:

“Sickness and old age
have brought the ending of
his days to the Dean of the
Supreme Council, its Secre-
tary-General, Brother Albert
Gallatin Mackey.  Born at
Charleston, in South Caro-
lina, on the 12th of March,
1807, made a Mason there, it
is said, in the year 1841; he
became a member of the
Supreme Council and Sec-
retary General in 1844, and
continued to be both until
his death at Fortress Mon-
roe, in Virginia, on the 20th
of June, 1881.

“Brother Mackey had
lived all his life among
gentlemen, and had the man-
ners and habits of a gentle-
man.  Tall, erect, of spare but
vigorous frame, his some-
what harsh but striking fea-
tures were replete with intel-
ligence and amiability; he
conversed well, and was
liked as a genial and com-
panionable man, of a cheer-
ful, tolerant and kindly na-
ture, who, if he had quarrels

with individuals, had none
with the world.  Idolized by
his wife and children, he
loved them devotedly, and
suffered intensely when, one
after another, his two intelli-
gent and amiable daughters
died.  He had many friends,
and made enemies, as men
of strong will and positive
convictions will always
surely do.  He plotted no
harm against any one, and
sought no revenge, even
when he did not forgive, not
being of a forgiving race for
he was a McGregor, having
kinship with Rob Roy.

“Masonry will not soon
lose as great a man, and she
may well put dust upon her
head and wear sackcloth in
her lodges, where, in Ma-
sonry, his heart always was.

“Of course, as he grew
old, he had his crosses and
troubles, and fortune was not
kind to him.  Adversity may
be profitable; but the world
goes too hardly with too
many of us; and Sallust truly
says:

“‘In grief and sorrows,
death is a rest from troubles
and not a misfortune.’

“A great man hath fallen
in Israel; and, in the words of
Pushmataha, the Chahta
Chief, it is like the falling of
a huge oak in the woods.
The fall will be heard afar
off, and the sound be re-ech-
oed from many and far-off
lands.

“Upon the reading of this
letter in the Bodies of our
Obedience, the altars and
working tools will be draped
in black and the brethren will
wear the proper badge of
mourning during the space
of sixty days.  And may our
Father which is in Heaven
have you always in his holy
keeping.”

At a Special Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge of
the District of Columbia, the
following Memorial was pre-
sented by a Committee

headed by Brother Charles
F. Stansbury:

“Our illustrious Brother,
Albert Gallatin Mackey, is
no more! He died at Fortress
Monroe, Va., on the 20th
day of June, 1881, at the
venerable age of 74, and was
buried at Washington on
Sunday, June 26th, 1881,
with the highest honours of
the Craft, all Rites and Or-
ders of Masonry uniting in
the last sad services over his
remains.

“The announcement of
his death has carried a genu-
ine sentiment of sorrow
wherever Freemasonry is
known. His ripe scholarship,
his profound knowledge of
Masonic law and usage, his
broad views of Masonic phi-
losophy, his ceaseless and
invaluable literary labours in
the service of the Order, his
noble ideal of its character
and mission, as well as his
genial personal qualities and
his lofty character, had united
to make him personally
known and widely respected
and beloved by the Masonic
world.

“While this Grand Lodge
shares in the common sor-
row of the Craft everywhere
at this irreparable loss, she
can properly lay claim to a
more intimate and peculiar
sense of bereavement, inas-
much as our illustrious
brother had been for many
years an active member of
this body, Chairman of the

Albert Gallatin Mackey
see page 6
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Crossroads United
Lodge 93 F.&A.M.

780 Woods Rd.
Solvay, N.Y. 13209

1st & 3rd Thurs., 7:30 p.m.
315/487-0596

WM Russell Beckwith
315/882-9846

genursus6749@yahoo.com

Morning Star 524 (ON)
46 E. Main St.

Marcellus, N.Y. 13108
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 p.m.

315/673-2561

WM James Mooney
315/418-5577

jmooney13031@gmail.com

Nortrip 998 (ON)
116 East Genesee St.

Fayetteville, N.Y. 13066
2nd & 4th Thurs., 7:30 p.m.

315/637-6431

WM Todd Burns

Hello, Brothers. Wel-
come in the month of De-
cember, as 2022 was a long,
hard year. As we enter into
the holiday season let us re-
flect on those of us who have
lost a loved one, the holidays
always being hardest. But
reflect also upon the light
and promise of a new year
just around the corner.

Crossroads United No. 93
will be having their Christ-
mas party at Danzer’s Ger-
man Restaurant on Decem-
ber 17 at 6:30 p.m. It prom-
ises to be an evening filled
with holiday cheer and broth-
erhood. Wives and children
are welcome at this family
event. If you are planning to
attend please contact the
Lodge Secretary or me to
establish a head count.

Congratulations go to our
three newly Raised Master
Masons, Gregg Freelove,
Jemmiel Graham and Calvin
Kenyon. They participated
in the recent Third Degree at
Liverpool-Syracuse 501 and
a big thank-you goes to WM
Rainer Grimme of 501. We
also have another candidate
to be voted on this month.
We expect he will take his

Greetings, my Brothers,
and welcome to fall. We had
an excellent 101st-year Wid-
ows dinner on November 12.
The food and company were
the best. Fellowship at
Nortrip Lodge is always
amazing and I appreciate
every moment spent with our
Lodge family. A special
thank-you goes to all who
helped contribute to making
Nortrip Lodge’s Widows
dinner such a success.

I was both happy and
heartbroken at the same time,
giving Peggy Morrell her
widow’s pin. All of our past
Brothers were such great
people and Brother Les was
someone who made our

On November 12 Nortrip Lodge No. 998 had our widows dinner. It was well attended by the surviving
spouses. We are happy to have them in our lives. Sometimes you need to look back, to see where the future
will take us. Love for all.

First Degree shortly after the
holidays. We are making
great strides in bringing in
new Brothers. Let us keep
up the good work.

A new flag and light for
the top of the new flagpole
were donated by Air Force
Veteran W Brian Courtney
and will be up before you
receive this publication.
Flagpole, flag and dusk to
dawn light installed; cost to
the Lodge, $0.00 dollars.
Teamwork! And the stair
chair is back in service.

Be safe. Enjoy this month
of wonderment in celebra-
tion of whichever holidays
you observe.

Russell Beckwith

Lodge that much better by
just being there. He is deeply
missed.

We made a change in our
By-Laws to open a little ear-
lier, so now Lodge starts at
7:00. Hopefully, that gets us
all home a little earlier.

I am looking forward to
seeing everyone at our next
regular scheduled commu-
nication. We will have our
ugly tie/sweater/suit contest
on December 8. I hope for a
great turnout.

Todd Burns

Brothers, we had our Of-
ficial Visit and it went very
well. W Jon Lorber was
voted in as a member, also.
He is the Secretary at Cross-
roads United Lodge and sat
in as JW for the Official Visit.
Thanks go to Lynne Howard
for a wonderful dinner be-
fore the meeting. It was very
much appreciated. And a big
kudos goes to DSA Tom
Lathrop for his KP duties in
the kitchen. There was not a
dirty dish left behind.

We need Brothers to step
up and mentor new guys to
learn their ritual. Remem-
ber, others did it for you.

All veterans in the Lodge
need to contact Secretary
Preall, please. Let him know

Tully 896 (ON)
13 State St., POB 896

Tully, N.Y. 13159
2nd & 4th Thurs., 7:30 p.m.

315/696-8252
WM John Rapp,
315/569-5203,

jrapp126@twcny.rr.com

Fayetteville-Central City 305 (ON)
116 East Genesee St.

Fayetteville, N.Y. 13066
1st & 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m.

315/637-6431
WM Dave Jones

Greetings, Brethren, good
morning! I hope that all is
well with the brethren of
Tully Lodge and elsewhere.

Fall-like weather is here.
Of course, that means finish-
ing up with all the work that
needs to be done in a short
span before winter arrives.
We rented a high lift from
Drumm Enterprises and
promptly broke the Masonic
sign. As a result, we cut the
crabapple tree to the west.
Dr. Edinger took the wood
and we put the brush along
the curb. We are waiting for
the repairs on the sign by a
specialist from N Syracuse.

PEACE Inc. again used
our Lodge for their annual
Fall Clothing Giveaway. It
was well attended and many
of the needy in the Southern
Hills took advantage of this
event.

Other than that, it is busi-
ness as usual at Tully Lodge
No. 896. Again, I would en-
courage and invite all Broth-
ers from Tully Lodge and
elsewhere to attend our
Lodge meetings every sec-
ond and fourth Thursday.

Do not hesitate to contact

Season’s Greetings to you
all! May you and your fam-
ily enjoy this very special
time of the year.

December 6 will be a First
Degree. The meeting will
start promptly at 7:30 p.m.
Please join us for a chili din-
ner served at 6:30 p.m. The
cost is $10. Make your res-
ervation with Craig at 315/
446-0625 or
cobb3@verizon.net by Sun-
day, December 4.

We will have a Christmas
Ham Dinner on December
20 at 6:30 p.m. This cost is
also $10 and, again, reserve
with Craig by Sunday the
17th. This dinner is open to
all. Our Ladies of the Lodge
will be our guests that
evening. Musical entertain-
ment will follow the dinner.
Please come and enjoy.

Remember the Brother-
hood Fund. We look forward
to seeing you in Lodge. Have
a very safe and happy New
Year.

Dave Jones

Brother Jay R. Adsit, of Seneca River Lodge No. 160, received his fifty-year
Service Award, apron and pin in another jurisdiction. They were presented by
host Lodge, O’Fallon Lodge No. 576, in O’Fallon, IL.

what branch you served.
We attended a joint meet-

ing at Jordan Lodge on No-
vember 21. The garage sale
was held on November 12.
Thanks to everyone for do-
nating items.

Our pancake breakfast
was a nice idea and a change.
Not many Brothers were in
attendance for a free knife
and fork degree. Hopefully,
the next one will be differ-
ent. A big thank-you goes to
Harold Lanning and Bill
Toth for organizing this.
Their hard work and dili-
gence is most gratifying to
the whole membership.

James Mooney

FERGERSON FUNERAL HOME, INC.
(315) 458-1970

215 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTH SYRACUSE, NY 13212-3100

FergersonFuneralHome.com

Memorial Lodge No. 648

W... Alfred W. Fergerson

Centerville Chapter No. 185, OES

Patricia H. Fergerson

Bruce Babilot
Owner

EXPERT CLUTTER REMOVAL SERVICE
We Clean Out Your Junk - Not Your Wallet

CLEANOUTS & REMOVALS: Households, Basements, Attics,
Garages, Barns, Sheds, Yards, Brush, EVEN Entire Estates

WE ALSO DO LIGHT DEMOLITION & MOVING

(315) 258-9365  -  (315) 730-6370 cellular
E-mail: expertclutterremoval@yahoo.com

Find us on the web at: www.expertclutter.com

Free Estimates & Fully Insured

me if you need anything. Call
to say Hi. My email is
jrapp126@twcny.rr.com,
my phone is 315/569-5203.

John Rapp
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Editor’s Prerogative
Natural phenomena
and positioning

I observed with interest the buildup to the Blood
Moon Eclipse, the spectacle early in the morning of
Election Day. Commentary from a number of astrologues
gave the gloomy, fearful forecast of a descent into Chaos.
Given where we currently are, that is a bit of ho-hum.

Here is what the noted authority Wikipedia has to say
about astrology:

“Astrology is a range of divinatory practices, recog-
nized as pseudoscientific since the 18th century, that
claim to discern information about human affairs and
terrestrial events by studying the apparent positions of
celestial objects.”

Despite the dismissive comment about pseudoscience,
this astrology business is alive and well and I am sure
there are millions of followers, to one degree or another,
throughout the world. I would not throw it out. There are
many paths in the search for light. I am open to ideas
around energy and frequencies—good bases for medita-
tion. And by the way, if you are depressed about per-
sonal, societal, national and international circumstances,
meditation can lead you out.

I thought it might be appropriate to sit and meditate in
the light—or shadow—of the eclipse. I expect this sort of
natural occurrence excited the officiants as well as the
practitioners of the old mystery schools, in a made-to-
order kind of way. It could give rise to any number of
priestly threats or promises. After a certain amount of
carousal and controlled delirium it could be a great way
to approach Source. I decided to rise at 4:30 and partici-
pate in my own ceremony. My reliable internal clock
jammed and I did not wake until 6-something, well after
the moon had set.

On Wednesday I moved all of the pool furniture and
plants and pots under cover of the screen porch and many
of the porch accessories into the dining room. We spent
an uncharacteristic amount of time watching local cover-
age of the first thrusts of Nicole. I should mention we are
in Stuart, FL and roughly the center of the bullseye. There
was much wind and scattered hard rains but I was able to
walk the three-pound dog throughout the day. Our ETA
for the brunt of the 75-mile per hour winds was 1:00 a.m.
I was mostly unconcerned, given the solid bones of the
house, but nervous about losing power for several days.
I knew we would wake when the storm front came
through. I thought it would be nice to take a lap in the pool
during a hurricane. I again woke at 6 a.m., undisturbed
because Nicole had swerved to the north before landfall.

What to make of my non-encounters? I was disap-
pointed in both; disappointed in myself. I was not ready,
maybe did not want it enough. The Kybalion says,
“When the ears of the student are ready to hear, then
cometh the lips to fill them with Wisdom.” I may need to
do a little polishing of my attentive ear. I am also
reminded of the Bridegroom and the admonition: “There-
fore keep watch, because you do not know the day or
hour.”

Stephen L. Zabriskie
zabled@aol.com

Event schedule,
Dec ‘22
The reader should consult each organization to check the
status of these events.
Dec 1 ........ Auburn—Homecoming
Dec 2 ........ KT25
Dec 3 ........ Christmas in Aurora
................. Minoa Tree Lighting
................. Tigris—Bingo/Meat Raffle

Dec 5 ........ Light Up Pulaski
................. Jordan/ECanal—2o

................. LivSyr—3o

................. Scriba—3o

................. N Syr Village Parade
Dec 6 ........ FayCC—1o

................. OnStar

................. Hiram—OV

................. Cortlandville—Holiday Party
Dec 7 ........ Pulaski—OV
................. Skaneateles—Ritual

Dec 8 ........ Nortrip—Ugly Getup Contest
Dec 9 ........ FtBrew—OV
Dec 10 ...... OswOES—Wreath-Making
................. Auburn—Christmas Party
................. MornStarOES—Sock Hop/Pound Auction

Dec 11 ...... ECanal—Pancakes
Dec 12 ...... Scriba
Dec 13 ...... CCRivRAM—Open Install
Dec 15 ...... ECanal—Christmas Dinner
................. Centerville—Christmas Message

Dec 16 ...... KT25—Christmas Toast
................. Cortlandville—1o

Dec 17 ...... Caroline—Christmas Party
................. CrossroadsU—Christmas Party
................. AubShrine—Damascus Christmas Party
................. Tigris—Christmas Party

Dec 18 ...... PulPur—Christmas Party
Dec 19 ...... Jordan—Christmas Party
Dec 20 ...... WSalemTown—Table Lodge/

ClintClarkBrothFd
................. OnStar—Taste of Christmas
................. FayCC—Christmas Dinner

Dec 30 ...... OnonOES—Dinner/Pound Auction

Jan 3 ......... OnStar—School of Instr.
Jan 12 ....... Memorial—OV
Jan 19 ....... Konosioni—OV
Jan 21 ....... MornStarOES—Paint Party

Liverpool Syracuse 501 (ON)
608 Oswego St.

Liverpool, N.Y. 13088
1st & 3rd Mon., 7:30 p.m.

315/451-7524

WM Rainer Grimme
315/254-4565

rainer.grimme@gmail.com
Secy Gary L. Heinmiller

garylheinmiller@gmail.com

Hello, Brothers.  On Oc-
tober 21 VW Bob Tyrrell,
W Jorge Romeu and I at-
tended the Grand Lecturer’s
Convention at Memorial
Lodge. It was a great turnout
there, with Brothers from all
over the Onondaga District.
The work was the Middle
Chamber Lecture. It was
great to see a couple of new
Brothers in our District (less
than one year) take on such
active roles.

The very next day Bro.
Grant Hamelin traveled with
me to Solvay to participate
in the Second Degree at
Crossroads United No. 93.
We brought three EAs along
with us and returned with
three FCs.  Another EA was
passed to FC in Johnson City,
in his father’s Lodge. The
Third Degree is scheduled
for December 5 at our Lodge.
We will be reciprocating by
Raising three FCs from No.
93. Please plan to attend this
important event. Contact me
to find out what role you can
take to help.

During the November 7
communication we voted to
merge with Seneca River
Lodge No. 160.  The con-
sensus from both Lodges,
previously agreed upon
through committee and mem-
ber polling, was that the
Lodge name will not change
and neither will the meeting
schedule. Grand Lodge has
now to approve this to make
it official.

Dauris Little and Grant
Hamelin have started an NFL
gameday event at the Lodge
on Sundays.  They will be
sending out reminders. Con-
tact them to coordinate times
and find out what to bring for
food and beverages:
dauris.little@gmail.com,
g.hamelin410@gmail.com.

Please send your email
address to the Secretary so

Pictured in center is Robert (Bob) Neufang, the oldest Past Master of the original William S. Farmer Lodge
in Solvay. On the left is Bob’s son Eric from AZ and Kurt on the right from NC. Both were in town to go
hunting with their dad and timed the visit so the three could make a Lodge meeting together.

Skaneateles 522 (ON)
13 E. Genesee St.

Skaneateles, N.Y. 13152
1st & 3rd Wed., 7:30 p.m.

315/685-8297

WM Shawn Plourde

Greetings, Brethren! I
want to start by thanking
everyone who was able to
attend our previous meeting
for our Official Visit with
RW DDGM Dan Campis,
RW Tim Conover and RW
Rick Miori. Lots of great in-
formation was shared with
us, including emphasis on
Masonic education. If any-
one would like to expand his
knowledge, please let me
know and I will get you more
information. I am also happy
to report we passed our
yearly inspection. Special
thanks go to Secretary Don
Forward for all his efforts of
keeping the Lodge orga-
nized.

Our next meeting will be
December 7 and our pro-
gram for the evening will be
on Masonic ritual. We will
also have some business to
attend to, such as the AED
topic previously discussed
and other projects.

We will soon be sending
out requests for updated con-
tact information to ensure we
have the correct data. Lastly,
our holiday dinner will be
approaching and we would
love for you to join us. More
details will follow. I hope to
see many of our Brothers in
attendance and look forward
to good conversation.

 Shawn Plourde

we can keep our records up
to date and forward messages
to you in a timely manner.
Gary’s email is
garylheinmiller@gmail.com.

Lastly, the District offic-
ers are talking about starting
a District-wide dart league.
We could get the ball rolling
by throwing within our
Lodge, and then putting to-
gether some two-man teams
to throw against other
Lodges. Be at the next com-
munication to discuss this in
more detail; and let me know
if you are interested in orga-
nizing this activity.

Rainer Grimme

Plis Funeral Home IPlis Funeral Home IPlis Funeral Home IPlis Funeral Home IPlis Funeral Home Inc.nc.nc.nc.nc.
33 North St., Marcellus

315 - 673 - 2017
220 State St., Auburn

315 - 252 - 6261

TIGRIS SHRINERS
1121 Milton Ave., Suite 1

Syracuse, NY 13204
Phone: (315) 308-0410    Fax: (315) 313-5976

office@tigrisshriners.com

https://www.tigrisshriners.com/

Is there a Shriner in you?
Join our great fraternity

beashrinernow.com

We do Quality Printing
EAGLE NEWSPAPERS

Check us out at
eaglenewsonline.com

2501 James St., Syracuse, NY 13206
315-434-8889
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is interested in renting our
Hall for parties or weddings
should contact Recorder
Ralph Haney at the number
above.

Shriners are a unique
bunch of Masons. We do not
do a lot of ritual work be-
cause our job is to help chil-
dren. We succeed by bring-
ing in new members to help
children. To do this you have
to like having fun because
almost everything we do is
fun-related. You can be part
of this awesome organiza-
tion by going to
BeaShrinerNow.com and
registering. If you know a
Shriner, contact him so he
can be a first-line signer and
he can get credit for signing
you up. If you sign up now
your 2022 and 2023 dues
will be waived and your Fez
will be purchased for you.
This is thanks to Noble Jor-

dan Crapser’s hard work in
raising money for this pro-
gram.

This is a huge member-
ship drive we are having. Do
not hesitate—join now. You
do not want to miss the
Christmas Party on Decem-
ber 17 at our Shrine Center.
There will be ornament
swapping and stealing and
present exchanges—and
stealing of them, also. It is an
absolute blast. More infor-
mation can be mailed to you
or accessed on our website.
Mark your calendar, Nobles.

Our 12 Days of Christ-
mas raffle tickets are for sale
and if you have not purchased
them yet you had better
hurry. If you win on day 1
you are still able to win on
other days. The Grand Prize
of $1,300 and other prizes
will be announced on day
12. See our Facebook page

Kooler Karters from front left: John Snyder and Carl Bloss; back left is Duane Crapser Jr. and far right is
Brian Courtney; back row Terry Clarke, Bob Bennett and Barb Snyder.

Noble Dave VanAuken rides with the Cicero Ameri-
can Legion.

In The Days of Thy Youth
A collection of local histories, papers and
presentations, Masonic and otherwise, of the
origins of Lodges of Cayuga-Tompkins District
and of early inhabitants. Published by Scipio
110 for its 200th anniversary in 1997, this
updated, larger version celebrates the 225th

birthday of the charter. Contains submissions
quaint and polished from Masons and historians,
including research by Temple R. Hollcroft,
Stuart Sturges and George Peter. A nice addition
to any Masonic library and a great gift for your
favorite Craftsman.

$18.00
Place orders and pay to: Scipio 110,
F&AM, POB 74, Aurora, NY 13026

PGMs
Calvin G. Bond

Bruce W. Widger:
Thanks

About the Future
of Freemasonry

https://
web.cortland.
edu/romeu/
MyBedwell

Essay2018.pdf
Jorge Romeu
-  Past Master

Tom Ostrander,
Sponsor

  Past Grand Steward
Cayuga-Tompkins District

2012-2014

On October 28 Tigris Shrine hosted a Building Dedication for our new home.
For all his hard work and devotion the Divan determined to name it the Ill Ralph
I. Haney Jr. Fellowship Hall. Pictured with Ralph is the next generation of
Shriners, his son Mike.

Tigris  from page 10 . . .

or TigrisShriners.com to
purchase your tickets online.
All the daily prizes are dis-
played there in descriptions
and pictures.

On Saturday, December
3 we will have a special
Bingo to go towards Tigris
Shrine, with a meat raffle on
the same day. What more
can you ask for? Two in one
day and just in time for the
holidays. The doors open at
11:00; Bingo starts at 1:00
and the meat raffle follows
Bingo at around 3:00 p.m.
More information will ap-
pear on our Shriners page or
the Onondaga County Ma-
sonic Facebook page.

A new unit is being
organized for cigar lovers. It
is being started by Noble
Jeremy Ryder and Noble Joel
Scarson. Jeremy can be
reached at 315/560-3964 or
email jerekwlf@aol.com for

more information. It is open
to any Mason who would
like to join.

On November 5
Tigris Shrine participated in
the Onondaga County Vet-
erans Day Parade at the NYS
Fairgrounds. We had riders
on Kooler Karts and bikes
(see photos). It was a fun
time, of course, while we
celebrated and thanked our
veterans. The crowd abso-
lutely loved us.

Our first International

Shriner Noble Brendan
Cowzer from Ireland misses
the Shrine camaraderie im-
mensely and cannot wait to
come back to visit. A Shrine
is in the mix for develop-
ment in Ireland. Tigris Shrine
will play a part in this ground-
breaking occasion if all goes
as planned. Brendan and
Brian Courtney want to be-
gin with a Shrine Club and
go from there. Members
from Tigris will join the new
Shrine Club in Ireland to help

it get off the ground. If you
have not figured it out yet, it
is all about fun and frater-
nity.

We hope you had a won-
derful Thanksgiving. Merry
Christmas to all—whatever
holiday you and your family
may celebrate.

Brian Courtney
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PULASKI 415
28 Broad St.

Pulaski, N.Y. 13142
1st & 3rd Wed., 7:30 p.m.

315/298-6029

WM Fred Dashnaw

SCRIBA 414
1416 St. Rt. 49

Constantia, N.Y. 13044
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:30 p.m.

WM Charlie Tuff

RW Chris Reis

OSWEGO
DISTRICT

DDGM
REPORT

John Pierce
Central Square 622

585/610-8772
jpierce13076@gmail.com

STAFF
OFFICER

ASSISTANT
GRAND

LECTURERS

Patrick Fasulo
315/760-7676

ptfasulo@yahoo.com

AGL Bob Boutell

Greetings, Brethren, from
Scriba Lodge 414. The
cooler temperatures are com-
ing upon us but we sure have
had a beautiful fall so far.

We were in the quarries
practicing for our
Fellowcraft Degree that took
place on the 14th of Novem-
ber. We will be having a
Third Degree on the 5th of
December, which is an off-
meeting night; our last meet-
ing of the year is December
12 before we go dark. Hope-
fully, we can get together
over the winter months and
try out our new heating sys-
tems, with a pitch tourna-
ment and maybe a chili cook-
off to keep the fellowship
moving forward.

The officers and Broth-
ers of Scriba would like to
wish our December Broth-
ers a happy birthday. They
are Brother Charles Lord,
Brother Richard Hufnagle,
Brother Andrew Marr and
Brother Shawn Tuff.

Brethren, the holiday sea-
son is a time of joy as we all
gather with our family and
friends. Travel safely, Breth-
ren, and bring a bunch of
patience.

Charlie Tuff

Tidings, my Brothers. As
the leaves and temperatures
keep falling we hope you are
warm and well.

This is the season of giv-
ing thanks and giving to oth-
ers. That being said, you can
see what your Lodge has been
doing in that regard. We have
given and donated through
the proceeds of our barbe-
cue fundraisers over $3,000
to at least twelve Masonic
and community organiza-
tions. Along with scholar-
ships to three local schools’
graduating seniors, we have
supported the Warriors
Against Cancer and the Half-
Shire Historical Society.

Our Brothers working to-
gether prominently in our
village sets a strong example
of Masonic values. With this
continued effort we have
been able to keep our dues as
much as half or less than
many others.

In Masonic Lodges as
well as other groups, those
who do little often are the
ones to criticize the most.
“…harmony being the sup-
port of all institutions, espe-
cially this of ours.” Do we
take our Masonry seriously
as a way of learning noble
ways of living? Or is it just
another order to belong to?
In short, is Masonry the
power it should be in our
lives?

Please keep our Brothers
in rehabilitation in your
prayers for strength and
peace. Always work to sup-
port one other in any way
you can. This Veterans Day
we give our brave men and
women a special thanks.

Please put December 7
on your calendar for our Of-
ficial Visit by our DDGM.
We will do a covered dish
dinner at 6:30 and meeting
at 7:30 p.m.

May God bless each one
of our Masonic family and
the United States of America.
I will see you on the level.

Fred Dashnaw

Greetings, Brethren. Now
that the holiday season is
upon us, it is up to us as
Masons to keep an eye out
for Brothers in distress. With
the economy in bad shape,
inflation on the rise, and a
host of other influencing fac-
tors, our Brothers may be
experiencing many different
emotions. Please check on
your Brother if you have not
seen him in Lodge for a while.
Give a call to say hello and
listen to what he has to say,
because you may be the only
one he has to talk to; and he
knows that you will keep his
secrets lodged safely in your
faithful breast.

By now, I am sure every-
one has heard about the
“Battle Within Foundation.”
If not, please check out https:/
w w w . t h e b a t t l e w i t h i n
foundation.com/. We are
near 50% of the $250K
pledge for Masonic Medical
Research Institutes’ Re-
search Lab Endowment. The
Foundation is working for
an organized sponsor but at
this point nearly all dona-
tions towards this cause come
directly from the Masonic
Fraternity. The profound
generosity and support has
been astounding and will
help with the continued
PTSD research.

The Grand Master gave
an update about a few items
concerning the Educational
Leadership Team. Hiram is
coming. The Leadership and
Educational Team is cur-
rently mapping out the
onboarding classes to begin
in late November. This will
give us leaders the opportu-
nity to conduct online train-

Greetings, Brethren. I
write this to ask you a favor.
Since COVID, Lodge meet-
ings have had low atten-
dance. In an effort to increase
attendance, I am asking each
of you to consider what it is
you miss about coming to
Lodge. Why did you join
Freemasonry? What we can
do to get you back into
Lodge?

Without you, Brother, we
have no Fraternity. A Lodge
can surely run with three or
more but it is not the same
without you. Please consider
coming to the next meeting.
We are having great fellow-
ship and Masonic education
at every meeting and a great
meal beforehand. Please
come back to Lodge—we
miss you.

Pat Fasulo

No News Received

OAKWOOD CEMETERIES, INC.
Oakwood - Morningside -

White Chapel - Valley
315-475-2194

Greetings, Brethren. In
addition to Degree work, the
opening and closing ritual of
our Craft is the most impor-
tant thing we do every meet-
ing. Getting our mind pre-
pared for the meeting can
only happen if we prepare
our heart for it. We all know
that the opening takes us from
the profane world into our
sacred space. But have you
ever really thought about
that?

There is a feeling that I
receive from going from the
dining room to the Lodge
room. It is calm, relaxing
and gets my mind ready to
engage in the fellowship and
education of Freemasonry.
If you have that feeling, you
know what I am talking
about.

So, if you have not been
to your Lodge in a while,
consider coming back to ex-
perience this wonderful Craft
of friendship, morality and
brotherly love. Your Broth-
ers miss you. I will see you
soon.

Pat Fasulo

More Staff Officer
see 3rd column

Staff Officer
from 2nd column . . .
ing for you. Stay tuned for
more details.

The Masonic Speaker
Bureau will be providing
materials for Lodge pro-
gramming in the very near
future, along with an updated
24-Inch Gauge and Masonic
Development Course.

Another exciting item that
the Grand Master is thrilled
about is the John Maxwell
Leadership Program being
rolled out in 2023. The con-
tent will revolve around one
of John Maxwell’s famous
books Everyone Communi-
cates Few Connect. The
book will be available to all
of the Districts. Stay tuned
for details.

The Three-District train-
ing team completed the sec-
ond section of the RTTE
Course on November 13. I
again want to thank RW Rick
Miori and RW David
Barnello for their continued
help with training and the
Weedsport Masonic Center
for hosting the program.

I look forward to our Of-
ficial Visit schedule, which
started with Callimachus No.
369 on November 16. Scriba
No. 414 was on November
28. Hiram No. 136 meets on
December 6 with dinner at 5
p.m. at Mimi’s Restaurant

More Staff Officer
see 4th column

and the meeting at 7:30.
Pulaski No. 415 is host on
December 7. There is a din-
ner at 6:30 p.m.

We will visit Central
Square No. 622 on March
16, when they will serve din-
ner at 6:30 p.m. Lake City
No. 127 is set for March 28,
with a dinner at 6:30.

As the Grand Master says:
Failure is not an option.
Masonry is not what we do,
it is who we are, and that’s
why Masons Make A Differ-
ence. Happy Holidays!

John Pierce

Staff Officer
from 3rd column . . .

LAKE CITY 127
765 E. Seneca St.

Oswego, N.Y. 13126
2nd & 4th Tues., 7:30 p.m.

315/207-0127
www.lakecitylodge127.org

WM Patrick Fasulo,
Wife Tracey

315/760-7676

KEDER KHAN GROTTO
Syracuse, NY

GROTTO PROPHETS
HELP THE

SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD
COME AND JOIN US

CALL:
Ken Ayhens, Secretary

(315) 760-2933

Dennis A. Hughes Agency
For all your Insurance & Investment needs
Dennis A. Hughes Sr.
315/458-6320
5702 South Bay Rd.
Cicero 13039

Dennis A. Hughes Jr.
315/635-9959
8 Tappan St.
Baldwinsville 13027

SWEET-WOODS MEMORIAL CO.

Phoenix, NY
315-695-3376

Camillus, NY
315-468-0616

Brewerton, NY
315-676-2333

Cemetery Memorials
and Bronze
Mausoleums

Cemetery Lettering
Memorial Cleaning

and Restoration

Tel. (315) 475-1673
Fax (315) 475-1674

503 W. ONONDAGA STREET  • SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 13204

Harold H. Greenleaf Jr.

STEVEN M. ILTSCH

Past
Grand Master
Carl J. Fitje

Sponsor

Past Senior
Grand Warden

John R. Fuller
Sponsor

Committee on Jurispru-
dence, and an advisor ever
ready to assist our delibera-
tions with his knowledge and
counsel.

“In testimony of our af-
fectionate respect for his
memory the Grand Lodge
jewels, and insignia will be
appropriately draped, and its
members wear the usual
badge of mourning for thirty
days.  A memorial page of

THE GREAT POET
BY BRO. H. L. HAYWOOD, IOWA

O God is a Judge, O God is a King,
An almighty Monarch who rules everything;
O God is a Warrior, O God is a Lord
And terribly flasheth the might of His sword:
But this I affirm for I certainly know it
That God above all other things is a Poet.
Wherever I listen, His melody streams,
And always I’m hearing Him crooning His dreams;
And whatever it is that He chooseth to say
He says in a poet’s own beautiful way.

The Builder, Feb., 1922

our proceedings will also be
dedicated to the honour of
his name.

“We extend to his family
[a widow and three sons sur-
vived Dr. Mackey] the as-
surance of our sincere and
respectful sympathy, and di-
rect that an attested copy of
this minute be transmitted to
them.”

Albert Gallatin Mackey ... from page 2
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STAFF OFFICER’S
REPORT

RW Richard G. Reed
607/591-1301

rgreed13045@gmail.com

DDGM
REPORT

Wade A Caler
hipper62@yahoo.com

607/423-2669

CORTLAND-MADISON
DISTRICT

ASSISTANT
GRAND

LECTURERS
RW Kim Dellow

VW Walter J. Boronow
walterisagenius@aol.com

315/750-5985

HOMER 352
27 S. Main St.

Homer, N.Y. 13077
2nd & 4th Mon., 7:30 p.m.

607/749-2201
WM Kim C. Dellow

CORTLANDVILLE 470
1883 Rt. 13 North

Cortland, NY 13045
1st & 3rd Tues., 7:30 p.m.

607/753-9525
WM Christopher JenneyWM John Becker

TRI-VALLEY 148
611 Stone St.

Oneida, N.Y. 13421
1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m.

Brethren, I hope you are
having a good fall. Thanks-
giving is the time to get to-
gether with family and
friends.

So is Christmas. For the
Homer Lodge December

Greetings, Brethren. We
have had a wonderful fall
full of great weather. This
past month we joined to-
gether with Homer Lodge
No. 352 in a Trunk or Treat
held at Homer Elementary
School. Brother Joe Peters
decorated his Jeep and RW
Kim Dellow joined to hand
out candy. More than 400
treat bags were handed out.
We also performed a Turtle
Degree on November 1, with
many participants.

Our holiday party will be
on Tuesday, December 6.
Ugly sweaters are requested.
And there will be a First
Degree in mid-December.
We hope everyone gets to
spend time with his family
and loved ones this holiday
season.

Chris Jenney

No News Received

Brethren, many events
were held or started in No-
vember. Congratulations go
to Marathon Lodge No. 438
for a wonderful First Degree
conferred on November 7
with the overwhelming sup-
port of sixteen Lodge mem-
bers and four visitors. The
Degree was performed ex-
clusively by Marathon Lodge
members.

School of Instruction be-
gan late in November for the
Middle Chamber Lecture. It
is divided into three parts, as
exemplified at the Grand
Lecturer’s Convention.
Thanks are due all the par-
ticipants. Additional classes
will be held in both the north-
ern and southern parts of our
District.

The Fellowcraft Club is
back on track, starting
Wednesday, November 30
at 7 p.m. at Cortlandville
Lodge No. 470. We are look-
ing to hold the club on the
fifth Wednesdays. The cur-
rent topics will be geared
mostly to our Entered Ap-
prentices and Fellowcrafts
but are good for all to go
through. Watch for notices
on the “Grapevine” email
chain.

Finally, we get to Decem-
ber. Cortlandville Lodge No.
470 plans to confer a First
Degree on Friday, Decem-
ber 16, with dinner at 6:30
p.m. and Degree to follow.
Please attend and support the
Lodge and welcome a new
Brother to the Craft.

It is a pleasure to have
Lodges opening and closing
on all of our Degrees in or-
der to admit Entered Appren-
tices and Fellowcrafts. Be-
ing in the Lodge room dur-
ing the open and close will
help set the stage for their
progression through the De-
gree cycle with purpose. It is
also one less separation be-
tween us.

If your Lodge has any
ritual needs that you want to
work on, your AGLs stand
ready to assist. Have a happy
and healthy holiday season.

Walter J. Boronow
Kim Dellow

No News Received

On November 5 Tri-Val-
ley Lodge No.148’s  Brother
Lloyd “Jim” Button was
voted and awarded “Madi-
son County’s Veteran of the
Year.” Brother Jim is a Life
Member of Tri-Valley
Lodge No. 148 with sev-
enty-four years of service to
the Craft.

Brother Jim is a seventy-
year member of the Ameri-
can Legion Post 1287, a
Korean War Veteran, Past
District Commander and a
Life Member. Jim’s wife
Caroline (pictured) is a Life
Member of OES Chapter 21.
Jim Jr. is pictured far right.

We are blessed to have
them in our lives and to have
shared that special day with
them. It is also our pleasure
to share some pictures of the
day.

Walter J. Boronow

zona and she will receive
treatments there.

RW Bob Ayers has been
recuperating from pace-
maker surgery. He will not
be able

to return home and will
be residing in a nursing
home. Cards can be sent to
his wife Carol Ayers at 71
Spring Run Rd., Freeville,
NY 13068.

W Harry Weldon is do-
ing reasonably well but does
suffer from some vertigo. He
says he will not be running
any marathons. W Leroy
Crispell is doing reasonably
well and he accompanied me
on November 9 to Tritown
Lodge for their Official Visit
with dinner.

Maintenance-wise, new
steps have been installed on
the East end of the Lodge
and aluminum trim has been
reattached. We installed a
quartz heater in the kitchen/
bathroom area of the Lodge
because the heat pumps will
not handle that area. A mi-
crophone system is being
tested.

Trim work on the Post
Office building will need to
be replaced in the spring. A
new contract with the Post
Office is being negotiated
by Brothers Goodrich and
Proto. But the Post Office is
re-organizing and we may
lose them as a tenant.

The Lodge Christmas
Party will be held on Satur-
day, December 17 from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. The loca-
tion is the Caroline Center
Church on Buffalo Hill Rd.
This will be a lasagna dinner
with roll, salad and dessert.
The price is not yet known.

We previously held our
dinners at the West Creek
Road House, which was
owned by WB Bryce Par-
tridge. Bryce passed away
on April 16, 2021. His wife
and children ran it for an

AUBURN 124
5593 St. Rte. 34B.

Auburn, N.Y. 13021
1st & 3rd Thurs., 7:30 p.m.

WM Joe Sheppard
Secy Tom Ostrander,

tostrander7948@gmail.com,
315/224-0940

Brothers, there is great
news and there was great
work on our First Degree for
three new Brothers on No-
vember 3. W Steve Persaille,
DSA, was our Master and
Brother Scott Bennett was
SW, while W Joe Sheppard
served as JW. They were
supported by all the Broth-
ers and officers. Our Second
Degree is scheduled for Feb-
ruary 2, 2023.

On November 17 we fea-
tured the LSOME and the
First Degree Questions and
Answers. The Lodge opened
on the First Degree for our
Entered Apprentices follow-
ing a dinner at 6:30 p.m.

December 1 is our Offi-
cial Visit/Homecoming for
RW Tony Tabone, DDGM,
and RW Dave Barnello,
Grand Director of Ceremo-
nies. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.
December 10 is the date of
our annual Christmas Party,
with a social time at 5 p.m.
and dinner at 6. The cost is
$40 per couple and $25 for a
single. During the social hour
we will have a meat and
cheese display and  the cock-
tails are included. Dinner will
consist of salad, Brussels
sprouts, roasted garlic pota-
toes, short rib pot pies, apple

Ostrander award
On October 14 the Cayuga-Tompkins District was honored to welcome Senior
Grand Warden Robert L. Hogan to our annual Apron Presentation Award
Dinner. He came to the city of Auburn to present to RW Thomas Ostrander a
proclamation from the Grand Master. This was a total surprise to Tommy “O.”
Tom has been a great help to all the Lodges in the District and this was a great
tribute to a great Mason. Pictured from left to right are SGW Hogan; RW
Anthony Tabone, DDGM; and RW Tom Ostrander.

meeting we will have a
Christmas get-together.

Beginning in January I
have a lot of programs
planned. Let’s have great
turnouts. I will see you in
Lodge.

Kim Dellow
Cayuga-Tompkins from page 8 . . .
Caroline . . . .

AUBURN SHRINE CLUB

Auburn, NY
An Affiliate of Damascus Temple

A.A.O.N.M.S.

1st Shrine Club
in America

Auburn Shrine Club
Supports Our Hospitals

additional year, and then
sold it. The building is un-
dergoing remodeling.

Keep all of those who are
sick or injured, suffering
storm damage, wars, or lack
of food and housing in your
thoughts and prayers. May
all of you have a happy,
healthy Christmas with fam-
ily and friends.

Ray Ink

cider roasted chicken, bread
and apple cobbler. Reserva-
tions are due to me by De-
cember 3 by email or my cell
315/224-0940. All are wel-
come: wives, friends, etc.

Our November cash out-
of-pocket donations of $175
netted seven huge turkeys
for the St. Alphonsus Food
Pantry, with more to come as
donations roll in.

In December we will
again be delivering poinset-
tias to our shut-in Brothers.
It is always a nice time visit-
ing our older Brothers.

The 2022 District Dinner
was a really nice affair with
the Past MI John Gallant as
our guest speaker. A special
guest was RW Robert L.
Hogan, Senior Grand War-
den, who made a surprise
presentation to me from MW
Richard J. Kessler: the Grand
Master’s Award of Appre-
ciation. This was the direct
hard work of RW Tony
Tabone—very sneaky—and
was very much appreciated
by me. I guess maybe I do
not always know what is go-
ing on. My thanks go to Tony
and the Grand Master.

I must again say we have
a really great line of officers
this year doing a wonderful
job. I am very proud of these
young fellows. Take care and
God bless.

Tom Ostrander
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CAYUGA-TOMPKINS
DISTRICT

DDGM
REPORT

ASSISTANT
GRAND

LECTURER

RW Anthony J. Tabone
thats1happitooth@

verizon.net

STAFF
OFFICER

RW David A. Barnello
GLSO Cayuga-

Tompkins District
dabbcr@aol.com

315/283-6705

Jeffrey Lampman Jr.,
315/406-8050,

jefflamppost@gmail.com

WARREN SALEM TOWN 147
155 Cayuga St.

Union Springs, N.Y. 13160
1st & 3rd Tues., 7:00 p.m.

WM Warren Albrecht,
wife Mary Ann

walbrecht1342@outlook.com

WM David Barnello;
Wife, Ann;

315/283-6705
Secy Gary Mowers;

315/246-7029

ERIE CANAL 141
2803 Rte. 31 East

Weedsport, N.Y. 13166
1st & 3rd Thurs., 7:00 p.m.

CAROLINE 681
P.O. Box 72
Fuller Lane

Slaterville Springs, NY 14881
1st & 3rd Thurs., 7:00 p.m.

April - December;
Dark for January - March

WM James Gleason;
Wife Deb;

607/898-5088
Secy Ben Hogben;

607/272-0216

Hello, friends. The word,
unlike Twitter and the rest of
the crazy platforms we get
our news from, does not have
the nifty “Follow” button that
keeps track of who is read-
ing or not. Fortunately, there
is also no “like” or “dislike”
function or bells and whistles
that go off when the writer
spaces out and misses a
month, as I did last. For all of
that I am thankful, as often
my posts were not destined
for greatness.

We can all faithfully pick
up our copy once a month
and be assured that what we
read comes from a reliable
source, is based on facts and
comes with an uplifting mes-
sage. Sure, there are some
sad things to report on occa-
sion as a gifted Brother lays
down his tools (as we can
sadly report this month) but
for the most part, positive.

I am penning this on the
9th of November, the day af-
ter Election Day. And re-

SCIPIO 110
Main St.

Aurora, N.Y. 13026
2nd & 4th Tues., 7:30 p.m.

WM Scott Ward,
Secy Stephen L. Zabriskie,

zabled@aol.com

Our last meeting was our
last opportunity to practice
for the Official Visit on No-
vember 15. When it came,
Brother Steve Hunter pre-
pared the dinner held at 6
p.m., and then we enjoyed
the Official Visit.

Lodge Activity: On Oc-
tober 14 Brothers Paul
Schenck, Gary Nickerson
and Denny Zach and his wife
attended the Cayuga-
Tompkins District Dinner.
They reported it was a great
meal and good time.

We reviewed the activi-
ties in the Trestleboard. We
have been practicing the
opening and closing ritual.

Hello, Brothers All. It
may be the time change or
the unusually warm weather,
perhaps, that gets us into the
one-day-closer-to-spring
mentality. Either way, it cer-
tainly feels as though this
Masonic year is clipping
along at a sonic pace; we
have managed to clear the
hurdle of turning the clocks
back and soon the turning of
the calendar will be staring
us in the face. But in the
meantime, Thanksgiving,
Hanukkah and Christmas
will be deserving competi-
tors with Lodge activities for
our valuable time. Remem-
ber the principles of your
24-inch gauge: devote an
equality of your time to your
work in the quarries and to
your family this busy upcom-
ing season.

At the District level things
are still moving ahead as
scheduled. All Official Vis-
its will be completed before
the Thanksgiving holiday
(something to give thanks
for in and of itself). Brothers
throughout the District are
continuing their myriad of
fundraising efforts as well as
other activities to better not
only themselves but also their
Lodge. Again, this is some-
thing to be truly thankful for.

Degrees are also ramping
up in earnest, with Auburn
just completing an EA De-
gree for three newly Initi-
ated Brothers and Erie Ca-
nal conferring the
Fellowcraft Degree jointly
with Jordan on 5 December.
Please go out and support
your Brothers in other
Lodges with your attendance
at their Degrees. There is
nothing like seeing a full
house.

The year 2023 is shaping
up to be a busy one
Masonically as there are a
number of programs at the
Grand Lodge level slated to
start rolling out. Among
those to keep a watchful eye
on are the often-mentioned
Hiram Online and the Max-
well Leadership Programs,
which will likely be intro-
duced in the spring. There
will be updates and stream-
lining for some of our tradi-
tional programming such as
The 24-Inch Gauge and
Masonic Development
Course.

Our Grand Lodge website
is also being templated as I

Season’s Greetings, all.
Bundle up: cold days are
coming. There is still time to
get your snow tires mounted.
For those staying here in
CNY, I am afraid the warm
weather has gone south with
the snowbirds but there is
plenty to do indoors and out.
Snowmobiling, skiing, skat-
ing, ice fishing or walks on
those days when the sun
shines are ways some of us
deal with outdoor winter ac-
tivities. And of course in-
doors there is sitting by the
fire, enjoying time with
friends and family, sharing a
meal with loved ones, loaf-
ing in front of the TV or
reading a book. I guess the
point here is, whatever you
do, do what makes you
happy. (When my wife reads
this she is going to ask why I
did not mention shopping.)

Around the District, the
Official Visits will be com-
pleted in early December
with things wrapping up with
the homecoming of RW
Tabone to Auburn Lodge on
December 1. It has been an
enjoyable time for me to at-
tend the Lodges in the Dis-
trict and renew contact with
Brothers. I am looking for-
ward to being in your Lodge
in the future; make sure to let
me know when you will be
bringing new Brothers into
your Lodge, or more impor-
tantly, if you would like me
to bring a program to you. I
am only a phone call away.

The Cayuga-Tompkins
Charities Corp. and the Mas-
ters, Wardens, and Other
Lodge Officers (MWOLO)
groups will meet live on
November 30 at 7:00 in Erie
Canal Lodge, Weedsport and
via Zoom. A Zoom link will
go out prior to the meetings.
Both of these groups are here
for all the Brothers of the
District. We are always in
need of fresh blood to join in
the planning and carrying out
of District events during the
year. It is an excellent way
for you to give a voice from
your Lodge and be part of
the dedicated Brothers do-
ing good in our District.

The education courses
continue both live and virtu-
ally via Zoom with a joint
effort from the Onondaga,
Oswego and Cayuga Dis-
tricts. We hope to finish the
Road to the East course and

No News Received

Season’s Greetings, all.
We had a pretty active month
of November. The renova-
tions to the dining area were
completed just in time for
our monthly pancake break-
fast. November is when we
have our Veterans Day
breakfast and, historically, it
has been one of our biggest
serving days. The extra seat-
ing capacity helped keep the
serving pace manageable. A
big thank-you goes out to all
of the Brothers who were
there to help with the work.

At our first meeting in
November we were pleased
to  present the Daniel Carter
Beard Masonic Scouter
Award to Brother Seth
Molloy (see pic). This award
is given by our Grand Lodge
through the Grand Lodge of
PA Masonic Youth Commit-
tee to a member of the Craft
and Scouting community for
his committed service to
youth in a local Scout group.
It consists of a certificate,
medallion and a special rec-

DDGM
from 1st column . . .

More Staff Officer
see 3rd column

Staff Officer
from 2nd column . . .

More DDGM
see 3rd column

write and should be opera-
tional soon, as well. By Vet-
erans Day we expected to
hear some news from the
Battle Within Foundation on
the long-awaited “Let’s
Talk” benches. These are but
a few of the many items your
Grand Lodge is working on
for the good of the Craft, as
well as for your personal
edification. I cannot stress
enough how vital it is for all
of us to avail ourselves of
these tools and opportuni-
ties.

May the Lord bless and
keep you as we enter this
holiday season.  May your
holidays be blessed with
Thankfulness, Grace and
Love. In the blink of an eye
2023 will be here—a new
year, a new set of fresh op-
portunities, and the list goes
on. I hope you make a New
Year’s Resolution to come
out and support the work of
your Lodge and District.

Anthony J. Tabone

the Master’s Chair in the near
future. For those new Broth-
ers and others who may have
missed taking the courses in
this round, we hope you will
take the opportunity to join
in when the courses pick up
again in the spring. As men-
tioned in the Official Visits
and in past articles, 2023
looks to be an exciting year
with the rollout of several
updated and new Masonic
Education programs. These
courses are the tools that are
meant to be used in the build-
ing of the foundation of your
Masonic experience. Take
the time when they are of-
fered to gather the light, and
then use it to guide the way
to becoming a better man for
yourself, your Lodge, your
family and our world.

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays! Stay safe,
and do good things.

Dave Barnello Caroline
see page 7

The Village of Union
Springs will be announcing
a grant program to renovate
the storefronts in the down-
town area. Just by a Hair, a
beauty salon on our ground
floor, may be applying for
new signage and to replace
the window molding with
composite material to im-
prove the looks and durabil-
ity. The Lodge would pay
for the improvements and be
reimbursed by a grant.

The Lodge approved the
printing of the remainder of
our pictures. This will finish
the Warren Lodge No. 147
Masters Board.

We will have a Table
Lodge before our December
20 meeting. It is our Clinton
Clark/Brotherhood Fund
Night.

From the Birthday Cor-
ner we wish a Happy Birth-
day, Brothers! December 2
is W Randy Mayer’s day. W
Gary Nickerson is Decem-
ber 26 and RW Ken Pollard
celebrates on December 30.

May you and your family
have a wonderful and blessed
Christmas. Happy New
Year!

Warren Albrecht

ognition patch that is worn
on the Scout uniform. Our
congratulations go to Seth.

We held the Official Visit
of our DDGM, RW Anthony
Tabone on November 17. He
was joined by the District
Staff Officer and guests. A
delicious meal featured
Swedish meatballs before the
opening of the Lodge. RW
Tabone gave an oral report
of the Grand Master’s mes-
sage.

Looking into December,
we will be finishing up the
First Degree work with the
Historical Lecture. Then on
Monday, December 5 we will
join forces with Jordan
Lodge from our neighboring
Onondaga District to confer
the Second Degree on Broth-
ers from both of our Lodges.

Our monthly pancake
breakfast will be on the 11th.
Come and join us. Our
Lodge/OES Christmas Din-
ner will be on the 15th.

To all my Brothers and
their families: Ann and I ex-
tend our wishes to you and
yours for a very merry Christ-
mas and happy holiday sea-
son. I hope to see you—in
and out of Lodge.

Dave Barnello

gardless of the outcome, I
cannot help but think that
most of us came out behind.
The last several months have
been a constant barrage of
he said-she said, truths and
lies (mostly lies, I presumed),
we are the good guys, they
are bad—all brought to us
via a few platforms of less-
than credible folks. You can
follow, like, dislike and com-
ment in real time, and it func-
tionally sucks you into the
madness. We all, myself in-
cluded, are falling prey to
the crazy hype, forever for-
getting that both sides are
really just wings on the same
crap bird dividing us with all
their might.

At Lodge last night we
celebrated Veterans Day and
the Marine Corps birthday.
A few veterans from the com-
munity joined for dinner and
a good time was had by all.
Very little political party
conversation, if any, was had
and only one device was
used: the camera on my
phone to snap a picture of
said Marines. Sure there was
some muck raking between
a few Navy guys and the jar
heads, but not one person
was hit with a hammer. In
the absence of all the clamor
we all can get along.

 The word is available on
your electronic devices now;
and as soon as I get a sec I
will undoubtedly sub-
scribe—all the rest of those
nonsensical platforms be-
gone. And rest assured,
therein will lie my message:
read the word and go to
Lodge. All the rest for now
falls under the “unlike” but-
ton.

Peace to you my friends.
And may your upcoming
holiday season be blessed
with love and happiness.

Scott Ward

Under Sickness & Dis-
tress: Marion Goodrich, wife
of RW Barry Goodrich, has
developed some serious
health issues. They have left
for their winter home in Ari-



COMING EVENTS CALENDAR
Website: www.syr-aasr.org

December 2022
Dec 5 .......... Executive Committee Zoom Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Dec 12 ........ Holiday Celebration with the Ladies; Social 6:00 p.m./Dinner 6:30 p.m./
................... Program 7:30 p.m.

Dec 27(Tues) Holiday Luncheon @ Twin Trees Restaurant 11:45 a.m.

January 2023
Jan 9 .......... Executive Committee Zoom Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Jan 23 ........ Spring Membership Night w/ Ladies; Social 6:00 p.m./
................... Dinner 6:30 p.m./Program 7:30 p.m.

Jan 28 ........ KSA Burns Supper at Coleman’s Restaurant 5:00 p.m.
Jan 30 ........ 15° (V) “Knight of the East” and 16° “Prince of Jerusalem”
................... 7:30 p.m. Refreshments to follow.
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Scottish
Riter

Central City Bodies, A.A.S.R.
648 Centerville Pl., N. Syr., NY 13212
(315) 452-7976   •  Fax (315) 452-9679

Allegiance
The Bodies of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of Syracuse, State of New York, acknowledge and yield

allegiance to the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction of the United States of America, whose Grand East is in Lexington, Massachusetts and whose officers
are: Ill. Peter J. Samiec, 33°, Sovereign Grand Commander; Ill. Mark C. Roth, 33°, Grand Lieutenant Commander;
Ill. Richard W. Elliot, 33°, Grand Minister of State; Ill. G. Michael Morris, 33°, Deputy for New York State.

ACTIVE MEMBERS FOR NEW YORK—Ill. Steven C. Stefanakos, 33°; Ill. David E. Barnes, 33°; Ill.
Richard J. Powell, 33°; Ill. John R. Patterson, Jr., 33°

ACTIVE EMERITUS MEMBERS FOR NEW YORK—Ill.  Richard H. Welkley, 33°; Ill. Gary A.
Henningsen, 33°; Ill. Fredrick D. Greene, 33°; Ill. Edward R. Trosin, 33°; Ill. Harold L. Aldrich, 33°, Past Grand
Minister of State, Past Deputy for New York; Ill. P. Michael Nielsen, 33°;  Ill. David P. Spencer, 33°, Past Deputy
for New York State

DEPUTY’S REPRESENTATIVE—Ill. Robert M. Tyrrell, 33°

Greetings, Brothers.
Keep the families of Ill.
David E. Barnes, Harold
Brown, George Casswell,
Diana Toth, Jim Nelson and
Dave VanAuken in your
thoughts and prayers. Illness
and loss are always difficult
but especially so with the
holidays approaching. Also,
keep our troops in mind. We
often take for granted their
sacrifice to keep us safe.

Shorter days and darker
nights are here and driving
conditions are changing. Be
safe in your travels. Merry
Christmas!

Dick Freeman

Greeting, Brethren. On
November 14 at the
Veteran’s Recognition Night
we honored our Masonic
nominee for Veteran of the
Year, George A. Laird III,
and the non-Masonic Vet-
eran, Ms. Sarah Stenuf. Terry
A. Byard, 2nd Lt. Commander
and his cast delivered an ex-
cellent presentation of “The
Ring that went Around the
World.”

On November 20 the
KOSA held a brunch at the
Brae Lock Inn in Cazenovia.
And on November 28 the
17th and the 32nd Degree vid-
eos were presented, with a
live Knighting Ceremony.
Congratulations go to all our
new Sublime Princes of the
Royal Secret.

Our seasonal festivities
begin on December 12 with
a Holiday Celebration din-
ner with our Ladies. An ex-
cellent program of holiday
music will be presented by
“Rick Fiori & Daughter.”
Mark this date; sure to be an
enjoyable evening.

Brothers, please consider
a contribution to “The Blue
Envelope Appeal.” In 2021
our Valley gave $2104. What
is most important is not how
much you give but that we all
give something. Your con-
tributions will help others
and the percentage of par-
ticipation counts toward our
achieving the Valley of Ex-
cellence Award again this
year.

My Lady Marilyn and I
wish you and your families
wonderful holidays. Espe-
cially at this time of year,
keep those serving in our
Armed Forces in your
thoughts and prayers as they
keep our country safe, often
unable to be with family and
loved ones.

Leon A. Bulriss

Notes from the
Children’s
Dyslexia
Center CNY

Rose Croix

Council Princes

Consistory

Lodge of
Perfection

Valiant Knights, Greet-
ings. I thank all who attended
our recent rehearsal and
thank doubly those who gave
their regrets but plan on par-
ticipating in the Degree. This
great communication per-
mits your officers and Sec-
retary to coordinate as
needed. I look forward to
seeing those who can attend

Hello, Princes. I thank
you, Brothers, for the cards,
wishes for healing and
prayers following my recent
surgery. I have been side-
lined since October 17, a bit
of a surprise as I thought a
week or two of healing would
be sufficient. Apparently,
this aging body had other
plans.

A whole month has
slipped by without me en-
gaging in Scottish Rite ac-
tivities. I look forward to
being with you as we have
our holiday celebration with
our ladies on December 12.
The Holiday Luncheon on
December 27 at Twin Trees
III is also an excellent time
for fellowship.

For those who have parts
in the 16°, the second re-
hearsal is scheduled for De-
cember 19. As is always the

We are getting ready to
enter 2023 and begin the sec-
ond half of our nineteenth
year. The children come
(around flus and school func-
tions) and the tutors are do-
ing all their wonderful things.
The Center goes as smoothly
as any program can, work-
ing around weather, health,
children, families, schools
and schedules. This is largely
due to a cohesive staff and
the continued support of our
Board and all of you.

Alyssa, Marianne and I
are taking Therapy Level
training through Lexington
that will ensure the Center
has the training and creden-
tials to keep us current and
certified. I hold the Therapy
status through another orga-
nization and will now have it
through the CDC. All the
tutors at the Center work to
keep current on their CEU’s
(continuing education
hours). They must achieve
30 CEU credits every three
years. I have trained and re-
certified six times in the last
eighteen years.

So many little details
(many coordinated by
Gineal) must be considered
day-to-day. Every tutor and

Greetings, Princes. It is
great to be back. How I en-
joy meeting new people!

I am setting up the cast
for the Feast of the Paschal
Lamb. There are several parts
available. If interested please
contact the office or me at
315/632 -1395.

The Christmas season is
upon us and there are many
exciting events scheduled for
this month. There will be a
Holiday Celebration dinner
on December 12. Please sign
up. It is always great to meet
new members and see old
friends. There will be a
Christmas Luncheon at Twin
Trees III on December 27.
Get reservations early as this
event fills up fast. Contact
Jim Swan or the office.

I wish everyone a merry
Christmas. Happy New
Year!

Richard E. Barrett

Hospitaler

2022 Holiday
Luncheon

The 2022 Holiday Lun-
cheon is at Twin Trees III
Restaurant in North Syracuse
on Tuesday, December 27.
We will gather at 11:45 and
service begins at noon. Due
to COVID issues, the re-
stricted menu is assorted piz-
zas, salad, wings, soda and
draft beer.

Prepaid reservations (no
walk-ins) must be received
by December 20. The

cost is $28 per person.
Send names and payments
to Central City Bodies,
AASR, 648 Centerville Pl.,
N Syracuse, NY 13212.

the next 16th Degree rehearsal
on December 19 at 7:00 p.m.

There was resounding
praise for the efficiency, in-
clusion and direction by SW
Mike Miller who exhibited
great leadership. I thank the
other CPJ officers in atten-
dance: HP Jeffrey Cox, JW
Shane Bird and Master of
Entrances Kevin Cobb.
Hearty thanks go to our Com-
mander In Chief Leon Bulriss
and 1st Lt. Commander Bill
Toth for their participation
and leadership.

I wish to share a bit from
the Francken Manuscript, ca.
1783, available through the
Supreme Council NMJ
website. Regarding the CPJ,
on pages 459-460 “Knights
of the East arrive to this high
degree as by virtue of their
Humility and Patience.” It is
humility and patience that is
first cultivated in our Craft
Lodges and expounded upon
in our CPJ where we learn to
“receive wages under the
auspices of having Yaverom
Hamaim or Liberty to Pass.”
This is abbreviated as LDP
on older aprons, signifying
Liberté de Passage in French.
“This Liberty to Pass is not
devoid of discipline but a
result of great care and con-
sideration. Therefore, we
pass, for as Knights we are
charged and enact ourselves
to love and adore G-d, hold
Tradition to Honor, succor
our brethren in Necessity, to
anticipate their wants, re-
ceive with friendship strange
brothers, and to visit the sick
and comfort them etc.”
Therefore through our alle-
gory and symbols in the CPJ
we learn our liberty and free-
dom is not without responsi-
bility and duty.

In times of harvest there
are many traditions of giving
thanks to ancestors and for
sustenance. It is a time of
reverence. I thank you,
Knights, our incoming class
and greater Masonic family.
As fall concludes may we
manifest hearts full of thanks
and praise.

case, the Degree teaches
important lessons for us.

Because I have been out
of commission for a few
weeks I am not sure if we
have filled the cast for the
11°. There is still time, as we
will not have a rehearsal un-
til February 20. Meantime,
Jeanne and I wish you all a
very merry Christmas and a
happy Hanukkah.

Stephen G. Maddox

It’s Syracuse
Crunch Hockey Time!
Sat., February 11, 2023
Puck Drop: 7:00 p.m.

 Valley of Syracuse “Family Life” event:
Syracuse Crunch vs. Rochester Amerks

at Onondaga War Memorial.
Limited number of seats available at $20. Send ticket

order below by Thursday, January 26 to:  Valley of Syra-
cuse, Masonic Memorial Center, 648 Centerville Place, N
Syracuse, NY 13212.

Retrieve tickets at “WILL CALL” window, Montgomery
Street Entrance of War Memorial.

Non-Scottish Rite members welcome. Make this a family
event.

Checks payable to: Central City Bodies, AASR or call
Valley office for credit card purchase. Credit card fee will
appear on your bill.
Name_____________________________________________

Number of tickets _____ @ $20.00 each  Total Paid ______

Brothers present at the Council of Deliberation’s Meritorious Service Award presentation dinner in
September: Front L-R: Joel Scarson, Garret Wikoff, Richard Powell, Stephen Maddox, Lawrence Egnaczyk,
James Nelson, Leon Bulriss, J. Michael Gates, Jorge Romeu, James McNeal; Back L-R: Terry Byard, Garry
Visconti, David Barnes (Valley Active), Ken Sterling, Jeffrey Cox, James D. Swan, Jr.

staff member, for example,
has to have a national back-
ground check every two
years. It is sometimes a won-
der that we get it all done.
We could not accomplish the
training and tutoring, so ben-
eficial to the children, with-
out the support of all of you.
For that we are eternally
grateful. We send thanks and
wish you Blessings of the
season.

Linda L. Martin

Blue Envelopes
Your recent “Blue Enve-

lope Appeal” letter from
Supreme Council requests
your annual contribution. I
urge you to support this re-
quest at any level. The num-
ber of Valley members who
contribute directly impacts
the dollars allocated to each
state for distribution of the
Abbott Scholarship Funds,
as well as to the Valley’s
ranking in the “Valley of
Excellence” ratings.

Abbott Scholarships and
NYS Educational Financial
Assistance Grants funded by
the NYS Scottish Rite Chari-
ties Corporation are assist-

ing the children and grand-
children of our members. Six
students related to our Val-
ley members are receiving
Scottish Rite-funded aid for
the 2022-2023 academic
year. These young people—
our future—thank you for
your support.

Jim Swan

Member’s Dues
With the invoice for your

2023 member’s dues from
Supreme Council comes a
new member’s card. Be pre-
pared to present that card to
the Sentinel when you attend
a Valley meeting. If you have
not received this mailing,
contact the Valley Office at
315/452-7976  immediately.

The Supreme Council
implemented a new dues
collection schedule in 2021.
Dues for 2023 are to be paid
by January 31, 2023 for a
member to be current. The
Valley of Syracuse is owed
more than $6,000 in arrears
from 2022 to 2019. The Val-
ley must pay $30 of dues to
Supreme Council and $6 to
the New York Council of

Deliberation for every mem-
ber on its rolls each year. If
dues are delinquent the
charge is to the Valley’s
General Fund.

If 2021 dues are not paid
by January 31, 2023, Scot-
tish Rite membership can be
suspended. This policy was
paused during COVID but is
reinstated.

The Valley has initiated a
“PayPal” account to help
members pay dues or make
reservations for Valley
events. Contact the office if
you have trouble with this
convenience.

Happy Holidays!
The festive holiday sea-

son is upon us once again
and the officers of Central
City Bodies and the staff at
the Valley of Syracuse Scot-
tish Rite Office extend sin-
cere greetings to all who read
our Scottish Rite page. The
staff acknowledges the lead-
ers in the four Bodies of Scot-
tish Rite and thanks them for
their support and assistance.

James D. Swan, Jr.
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LAKE ONTARIO
CHAPTER 165 RAM
Oswego Masonic Lodge

765 E. Seneca St.
Meets 2nd Thurs. at 7:30 p.m.

HP Ronald A. Bond
rbondsr@twcny.rr.com

CENTRAL CITY
RIVERSIDE

CHAPTER 70 RAM
608 Oswego St.
Liverpool, N.Y.

Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday

HP Jack G. Dombrowski
315/395-1255

bdombrowski@
twcny.rr.com

Secy Bob Bowles
315/436-0997

Rbowles1@twcny.rr.com

CENTRAL CITY
COMMANDERY 25 KT

Liverpool Masonic Temple
608 Oswego St.,
Liverpool  13088
Meets 1st or 3rd

Friday at 7:30 p.m.

Commander
William H. Toth

Recorder Earl Tuttle,
etuttle1@twcny.rr.com

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR

ROYAL ARCH MASON

KEDER KHAN GROTTO
1121 Milton Ave.,

Solvay, NY
1st Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.

Monarch Andrew Haag
315/559-3308

Secretary Ken Ayhens,
315/760-2933,

krayhens@gmail.com

Potentate
Ill. James Santy,

315/400-0546,
3154000jim@gmail.com

Recorder
Ill. Ralph I. Haney Jr.,

315/308-0410,
office@tigrisshriners.com

Greetings, Companions.
With holidays upon us, I wish
all of you to have joyous
celebrations with family and
friends. These are times
when we take a moment to
be thankful for the blessings
bestowed in our lives, even
through the troubles and sor-
rows that life puts in our
paths.

We held the Grand
Lecturer’s Convention in
Pulaski Chapter. It was a
wonderful event shared with
Companions from the 10th

Capitular District. The lun-
cheon beforehand was truly
enjoyable, with a variety of
soups on offer, each more
delicious than the last, and
wonderful sandwiches to
complement those hardy
soups. A huge thank-you
goes to Pulaski Chapter for
taking on the burden of host-
ing this Joint Grand
Lecturer’s Convention.
Thanks, too, for all the work
that 10th Capitular District
AGL VE David Pritt did to
arrange things with the Grand
Lecturer. I look forward to
future events where we might
be able to join with the 10th

District for fellowship and
instruction.

The Convention was a
learning experience that
brought insights to our Ma-
sonic journeys. RE Anthony
Klimathianos gave instruc-
tion on sword work prior to
giving us a talk on our path
toward the light. He traced
our steps from Entered Ap-
prentice through to the Holy
Royal Arch, sharing some
deeper meanings of what the
various parts of our ritual
reveal. We are blessed for
the pleasure of benefitting
from the wisdom and knowl-
edge of RE Anthony. We
wish him well in his future
endeavors in our Craft.

DDGHP RE
James Nelson

12th Capitular
District RAM

Greetings, Companions.
I will start out by hoping
everyone had a good Thanks-
giving Day. I am always a
little behind on these wishes,
as I should have had it in last
month’s article. That said, I
will wish everyone a great
Christmas and a happy New
Year. We will be having a
dinner here with most of the
family coming and it should
be a great day.

Our meeting in October
was the Official Visit. It was
very well attended, with a
delicious dinner beforehand
by Lake City Victoria Chap-
ter 205 OES. It was nice to
have more than the bare mini-
mum to open and I thank
everyone for attending. The
November meeting was for
Council, with dinner before-
hand.

The next meeting will be
our annual meeting with an-
nual reports, election of of-
ficers and the installing of
officers. Please remember
that date and try to attend. If
anyone is interested in get-
ting in line for being an of-
ficer, please come forward.

I need to apologize to our

Greetings, Companions!
With the holiday season upon
us we welcome the month of
December. Let us all share
in the joy of the season with
all our fellow Companions
through the many holiday
observances scheduled this
month. While sharing fellow-
ship we have the opportu-
nity to learn about each
other’s customs and tradi-
tions around our holidays,
bringing us closer together
as Companions.

I  would like to congratu-
late and express my appre-
ciation to all of our newly
elected and appointed offic-
ers for their support of our
Chapter and their commit-
ment to it through positions
of leadership. With such a
committed line of Compan-
ions to lead our Chapter, we
definitely will be ready for
whatever 2023 may bring.

Our Chapter meeting on
Tuesday, December 13 at
7:30 p.m. will be an open
installation of officers. Din-
ner will be served at 6:30
p.m.; watch your emails for
further information on the
dinner. This will be our final
meeting of the year, as there
will not be a meeting De-
cember 27 due to the holi-
days.

Remember “Chapter
Pride.” Make your Chapter a
model for others to follow
by performing your ritual
with proficiency and zeal and
giving your regular atten-
dance. I hope to see you
around the 12th Capitular
District soon.

Jack G. Dombrowski

Greetings, Sir Knights.
We recently hosted the 6th

District Zone School of In-
struction. SK John Scott pre-
sented a program on the
Sword Manual, after which
all Sir Knights in attendance
participated in presenting the
Sword Manual in the format
of a mock inspection. We
were pleased to have SK
Dennis S. Davis, our imme-
diate Past Grand Com-
mander, attend and function
as the Drill Master for the
mock inspection. I would like
to thank all Sir Knights who
attended. At the end of the
evening we had cider and
donuts for refreshments.

Our Commandery has
two events planned for De-
cember: a regular meeting
on December 2 and our an-
nual Holiday Toast and
Christmas Celebration on
December 16. We have been
unable to open on a number
of scheduled meeting nights
so I feel it is important for us
to meet on December 2 to
maintain whatever profi-
ciency we have left for our
opening tactics.

For the Holiday Toast and
Christmas Celebration on the
16th, festivities will com-
mence at 6:30 p.m. at the
Liverpool Masonic Temple.
An invitation has been ex-
tended to the Grand Com-
mander and the Grand Line.
We hope they will be able to
join us as we present our
traditional gifts to the Ma-
sonic Youth Groups. Pizza
has been the fare at our past
celebrations. We will again
have pizza but we are plan-
ning to upgrade the selection
of consumables to include a
light buffet. Please contact
me if you are willing to bring
a dish to add to the buffet.
This is a family event. I en-
courage all Sir Knights to
bring your family and enjoy
some Knightly Hospitality.

We are now in the midst
of the marathon of holiday
preparation for Thanksgiv-
ing/Christmas/New Year.

Hello, fellow Masons.
The fall meeting of the Em-
pire State Grotto (ESGA) was
November 18 to 20 in
Kingston, NY. Grotto mem-
bers from all over the state
attended. There is a spring
and fall convention every
year for business but most of
all, fun.

The Christmas Dinner will
again be at Barbagallo’s Res-
taurant. New officers will be
installed for 2023. Make sure
to bring your fez. New peti-
tioners are welcome to our
Christmas party, with their
lady. The dinner is on the
Grotto.

Fellow Masons, please
call our Secretary Ken
Ayhens at 315/760-2933 for
more information about the
Grotto. Check out:   https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=jMktz-s-Kig. Then
let Ken know when you are
ready to Gotto.

Grotto meetings are once
a month, the first Wednes-
day, at 7:30 at the Tigris
Shrine building (formerly
Moose Club) in Solvay. Did
you know we provide dental
care for the handicapped?
Stay warm and Grotto On!

Roger O. Haag

Auburn Shrine
On Thursday, October 20

members of the Auburn
Shrine Club gathered at the
Auburn Masonic Center for
a Special Communication to:
1. Elect a president and 2. to
approve the By-Laws. With
a quorum present, Noble
Michael A Miller was unani-
mously elected President.
The By-Laws were also
unanimously approved and
will now be delivered to the
Potentate and Recorder of
Damascus Shrine for final
approval.

In attendance (photo)
were Nobles Steven Howard;
Gordon Clarke; Anthony
Tabone; President Michael
A. Miller; Ken Pollard; Scott
Bennett, Treasurer; and
David Bowman, Secretary.
The next Auburn Shrine Club
meeting will be Saturday,
December 17 at Club 86 in
Geneva. This will be in con-
junction with the Damascus
Shrine Christmas Party.

Michael A. Miller

Our Chapters will have
held their elections, or are
preparing to do so this month,
with the installation of offic-
ers following the election.
We look forward to working
with all the Companions and
we offer assistance from the
District Staff to those who
take on new roles in their
Chapter.

May your holiday cel-
ebrations be wonderful. Yet,
should any of you find your-
self in distress or need of
comfort, know that among
Royal Arch Masons you will
find friends who are willing
to assist. Do not hesitate to
ask.

James Nelson

four new Companions. I was
unable to get their last two
Degrees done this year as I
wanted to. Some of our most
key people in these Degrees
were not available to do their
part. I have set the February
meeting for the Most Excel-
lent Master Degree with a
dinner beforehand. Watch
for next month’s article for
more details.

Please stay well and safe.
Try to support our Masonic
families.

Ronald A. Bond

More importantly it is a time
of year when we are called to
look inward and be thankful
for the many blessings we
have received, and also to
look outward to assist those
who have suffered or are
suffering more trying cir-
cumstances. God sent his
only Son to be a Redeemer
for the World. While we cel-
ebrate the birth of Christ, let
us also remember our
Knightly vows. We have
promised to clothe the na-
ked, feed the hungry and bind
up the wounds of the af-
flicted.  I encourage all Sir
Knights to engage in per-
sonal acts of charity. Sup-
port local food banks, add an
item to a hat or mitten tree or
support one of the many
charities supporting medical
research or providing relief
and assistance to those suf-
fering from various diseases.

Sir Knights, may your
holiday season be filled with
joy and may God watch over
your families in the coming
year. “Be thankful unto Him,
and bless His name.”

William H. Toth
Tigris Shrine

Nobles, Greetings and
Salutations. The Building
Dedication on October 28
was very well attended by
more than fifty-five Nobles
and their families. The high-
light of the evening was the
Dedication of the Ill. Ralph
I. Haney Jr. Fellowship Hall.
The Divan wanted to honor
Ralph for all he does and this
was the result. Anyone who

Tigris
see page 5
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Order of the
Eastern Star

Onondaga District
Barb Brooker, DDGM

barb_brooker@me.com
Hank Havener, DGL

Order of the
Eastern Star

Oswego District
Monica Wallis,

District Deputy Grand Matron
Kenneth Wheeler,

District Grand Lecturer

Greetings, Sisters and
Brothers. As it is getting
lighter out early in the morn-
ing and dark earlier at night,
this is the last time we have
to turn the clocks back an
hour.

The Grand Lecturer and I
hope everyone had a great
Thanksgiving with your fam-
ily and friends. We are thank-
ful for our family and friends
and most of all, our Eastern
Star family—especially our
Oswego District family. We
thank everyone for their sup-
port for MW Ken Wheeler
and me as we set our plans in
motion for next year. Here is
a picture of us at Grand Chap-
ter in October as we were
being installed.

Congratulations go to the
Chapters in the Oswego Dis-
trict on the installation of
your new officers for 2023.
We wish you all a successful
new year. We will see you in
the spring at your Official
Visit.

Congratulations also go
to our Star Sisters: RW
Marylou Colbert on another
three-year term as Grand
Representative of Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward
Island near the Grand Chap-
ter of New York; and RW
Natalie Woodall, who is a
Grand Representative of
Kentucky near the Grand
Chapter of New York. This
is a two-year term.

Our Star Sister Robin
Phillips, from the Oswego
District, runs a floral shop in
Pulaski, NY. Robin was
given an  opportunity of a
lifetime to decorate the
White House—yes, you read
that right—for Christmas.
She left on November 21 for
Washington, DC for a week.
This was a bucket-list item
for her. You can imagine her
excitement when she got the
email saying she was one of
the finalists. We are super
proud and happy for her. I
will share pictures in the next
word newspaper.

Christmas week at the
Eastern Star Home is De-
cember 5 to 11. This year’s
Grand Matron will be col-
lecting children’s activity
books—which can include
coloring books, mad-libs,
crayons, pencils, colored
pencils, glue sticks,
children’s scissors and other
art supplies—for the tree at
our Home in Oriskany. The
items will be distributed to
the Day Care and Mohawk
Valley Community Action
Agency-Head Start. These

One disadvantage to the
timing of when our articles
are due and when our Grand
Chapter Sessions happen is
that we are a month behind
with pictures and official
congratulations. At the 153rd

Grand Chapter Sessions we
recognized the success of our
outgoing Grand Matron and
Grand Patron, MW Jane L.
Stuart and MW Michael
Kessler. We thanked our
outgoing Grand Officers for
their hard work and contri-
butions. We celebrated the
installation of our new Grand
Matron and Grand Patron:
MW Karen M. Kennedy and
MW Ralph B. Hastings.

We shared the joy of
watching the other elected
and appointed Grand Offic-
ers be installed. Grand Chap-
ter truly is an opportunity to
celebrate a new year, to look
ahead to a new year and to
reflect on the past year (or in
this case two years). It was
wonderful to see so many of
our District members come
to Grand Chapter—
Onondaga District had
twenty-six members attend
the Sessions. We were even
joined by Tennessee’s coun-
terpart to our own RW
Melanie Wheelock, Grand
Representative of Tennessee
(see photo).

items can be sent or taken to
the Home or given to our
District Grand Lecturer, MW
Ken Wheeler, or MW Earl
LaFave by December 2 for
delivery.

As a reminder, our first
District fundraiser is the
Christmas Wreath-Making
Project. It will be held on
December 10 at 1:00 p.m. at
the Pulaski Masonic Lodge,
28 Broad Street, Pulaski. The
cost is $15 per person and is
limited to the first twenty
registrants. We already have
thirteen confirmed partici-
pants so make sure you con-
tact Monica Wallis or email
misswings98@yahoo.com
to reserve your spot. Come
and enjoy some fellowship
while making your beautiful
wreath. Please bring gloves,
hand pruner and a hammer;
all other materials will be
supplied. If you have wreath
rings from previous years,
you are welcome to reuse
them. Refreshments will be
provided.

The District Grand Lec-
turer and I would like to wish
everyone a very merry
Christmas. Happy New
Year!

Monica Wallis
Kenneth Wheeler

Monica Wallis and Kenneth Wheeler at installation.

Onondaga OES members attend Grand Chapter.

Morning Star 289
Marcellus Masonic Temple

Happy Holidays, Sisters
and Brothers. Congratula-
tions go to all the newly in-
stalled officers in the Dis-
trict and well wishes for the
coming new year. Morning
Star is very proud to have
brand-new, first-time lead-
ers. Worthy Amelia
McManus is in the East with
new ideas and her husband,
Worthy Mark, is serving as
her Patron. We also have a
new three-year Trustee, Sr.
Diana Toth. Where would
we be without our faithful
few who keep the Chapter
doors open? We are small
but loyal to the Order.

Saturday, December 10,
at 1 p.m., will be our first

Onondaga Star 144
Masonic Memorial Center

Centerville 185
Masonic Memorial Center

Hi, Sisters and Brothers.
Our second, third and fourth
rounds of summer have gone
by and now we can enjoy
what winter has to offer.
Please take note that
Centerville Chapter will be
meeting on the third Thurs-
day of December, January
and February.

Gary and I would like to
thank all our officers and
members for their continued
support and we look forward
to a fun year as your leaders.
On December 5 we will be
marching in the North Syra-
cuse Village Parade with the
Masons of Memorial Lodge.
This is always a fun time.
The dogs along the route will
be especially happy as we
will be doling out dog bis-
cuits.

On December 15 we will
receive our Christmas Mes-
sage from Worthy Brother
Steve Maddox. We will ex-
change gifts after the meet-
ing.

Did you know that if a
part of your body falls asleep
you can almost always wake
it up by shaking your head?
Merry Christmas!

Cathy Barling

Greetings, Sisters and
Brothers. The leaves have
fallen, the time has changed
and we all are making plans
for Thanksgiving.

Onondaga Star Chapter
144 met on November 1 for
annual reports and the elec-
tion of officers. Installation
was on November 5, when
RW Nancy Weisbeck and
RW Joseph Stevens were
installed for the ensuing year.
The Chapter is very grateful
for their continued support
and dedication to serve a
second year. On November
15 the Chapter celebrated
and honored Past Matrons
and Past Patrons.

For December, the first

Onondaga OES combined Homecoming.

On October 26 the
Onondaga District hosted the
Combined Homecoming and
Reception for our Grand
Officers (see other photo).
Thanks went to the follow-
ing Grand Officers as they
completed their terms: RW
James D. Swan Jr., Grand
Trustee; RW Susan Cole,
Associate Grand Marshal;
RW Debra Krackhardt, Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Matron;
RW Karl Parker, District
Grand Lecturer; and RW
Jean Marie Lovett, Grand
Representative of Oregon.
And congratulations are due
to these Grand Officers as
they begin their terms: RW
Mark Heitmann, Grand
Trustee; RW Joseph Stevens,
Associate Grand Sentinel;
RW Barbara Brooker, Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Matron;
RW Henry Havener, District
Grand Lecturer. Congratu-
lations also go to these Grand
Representatives who will be
starting their terms: RW
Betty Dombrowski, Grand
Representative of Georgia
(term begins August 31,
2023); RW Katherine
Lorber, Grand Representa-
tive of Ohio (term begins
June 1, 2023); and RW Ann
Bush, Grand Representative
of Rhode Island (term be-
gins December 31, 2022).

On November 5 Worthy
Matron Nancy Weisbeck and
Worthy Patron Joseph
Stevens were again installed
as the Chapter leaders of
Onondaga Star Chapter. On
November 10 Worthy Ma-
tron Marilyn Decker and
Worthy Patron Alfred Tefoe
were installed for Bona Fide
Hiawatha-Solvay. Here is an
interesting tidbit: RW Al has
now served as Worthy Pa-
tron for three generations of
RW Marilyn’s family, in-

cluding granddaughter W
Annie Urban and daughter
RW Jeannine Parks.

Next week Centerville
Chapter will be installing
RW Cathy Barling and RW
Gary Hartman as they con-
tinue as Worthy Matron and
Worthy Patron. Morning
Star Chapter will have a first-
time Matron and Patron as
they install Brother Mark
McManus and Sister Amelia
McManus.

Mark your calendar for
our first District fundraiser
for the Special Project of the
Grand Matron and Grand
Patron. On Friday, Decem-
ber 30 at 6 p.m. there will be
a covered dish dinner fol-
lowed by a pound auction. It
will be held at the Memorial
Masonic Center. Bring a dish
to pass, your own place set-
ting and an item to be auc-
tioned off after dinner. These
auctions always end up be-
ing a lot of laughs. Proceeds
will go towards “Homeward
Bound—Adirondacks.”

We are finalizing the Of-
ficial Visit dates to the Chap-
ters and the dates when the
School of Instruction will be
held at each Chapter. For
now, we will leave you with
wishes for a safe and happy
holiday season. And Happy
New Year!

Barb Brooker
Hank Havener

meeting, on the 6th, will be a
regular meeting. The
Chapter’s 14th annual Taste
of Christmas cookie tasting
and exchange will be on
December 20. Chapter mem-
bers are asked to bring one
dozen of their favorite Christ-
mas cookies. Please label if
they are sugar-free or if they
contain nuts. Lunch bags will
be available to take your se-
lection of leftovers home.

The Chapter is seeking
volunteers to help assemble
the luminaries for Minoa.
Please contact Karen Button
or the Worthy Matron if you
are able to assist. Once they
have volunteers, they will
determine the date, which
should be mid-December.
The village provides the
pizza dinner. The Minoa
Christmas tree lighting is
December 3 and volunteers
are needed to help serve re-
freshments. Again, please
contact Karen Button or the
Worthy Matron.

For January and Febru-
ary 2023 the Chapter will
hold one meeting on the first
Tuesday of each month.
January’s meeting will be
School of Instruction. In Feb-
ruary the Chapter will cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day.

Please join us in Chapter.
We look forward to seeing
you.

Jodi Jones

Saturday meeting. Come
dressed for a Sock Hop; a
Pound Auction follows the
meeting.

Saturday, January 21 at 1
p.m. will be the second day-
time stated meeting. A paint
party will start at 2 p.m. If
painting is not your thing,
feel free to bring your own
crafts to work on.

For Saturday, February
11 we will have a Valentines
lunch at 12 p.m., followed
by a stated meeting at 1p.m.
After that, the Worthy Ma-
tron has something special
planned around 2 p.m. In the
month of March we will re-
turn to the second and fourth
Mondays at 7 p.m.

All Chapter correspon-
dence should be sent to the
Temple. The address is 46
East Main St., Marcellus NY
13108.

RW Harold Lanning is
still having problems getting
around. W Joanne Carpen-
ter was our faithful Cheer
person for many years; she is
now pretty much
housebound and I know she
would appreciate cards. Her
address is 101 Woodland
Rd.,  Syracuse NY 13219-
2249.

Here is a thought: The
trouble the with resisting
temptation is that you may
not get another chance. Be
sure to check the District ar-
ticle to see what is going on
around town. We will see
you in Chapter.

Margaret McManus

Lake City Victoria 205
Lake City Lodge No. 127

Oswego

RW Natalie J. Woodall, Secretary

Dear Sisters and Broth-
ers: Tempus fugit! So says
an old Latin adage and upon
reflection I have to agree that
the year 2022 has indeed
flown by all too quickly. We
were finally able to begin
holding meetings on a regu-
lar schedule and it was won-
derful to see old friends and

Lake City
see page 12
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The gang from Pulaski Puritan takes a lunch break before preparing Election
Day turkey dinner.

RW Sr. Cynthia J. Sanders and W Bro. John Voetelink
were installed as Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron
of Lake City Victoria Chapter No. 205 OES on
November 11. Congratulations go to both but espe-
cially to John since he is a first-time Worthy Patron.
Photo by Natalie J. Woodall

acquaintances again.
Once more we undertook

catering dinners for various
Masonic organizations, serv-
ing meals for Blue Lodge,
Red Cross of Constantine,
Royal Arch Masons and
Cryptic Council. We were
asked to provide a party for
Bro. Edwin Miller, who was
celebrating his ninety-fifth
birthday. We also catered
dinners for two Masonic
Lecturer’s Conventions.

We continued our com-
munity outreach with dona-
tions to the Human Concerns
Center. We sponsored Miss
Josie Randall’s leadership
seminar in New York City
and on October 28 heard a
report from her about her
experiences.

Our support of the Home
at Oriskany included deliv-
ery of Bingo prizes and 2022
calendars. The Chapter was
generous in its contributions
to the annual bazaar. Sr.
Mary Babbitt and I attended
the bazaar and had a great
old time seeing friends and
shopping till we dropped.
Even the weather cooper-
ated.

OES from page 11 . . . Lake City ...
In March we entertained

RW Barbara Foster, District
Deputy Grand Matron, and
MW Earl LaFave, District
Grand Lecturer. A highlight
of the year was the Initiation
of two new members, Sr.
Brittany Gullo and Bro.
Vernon Reynolds.

We partied. Our summer
picnic was a grand affair with
lots of good food and good
fellowship.  We honored our
Treasurer, RW Nancy J.
Costello for her thirty years
of dedicated service to the
Chapter.  We celebrated our
117th Chapter birthday on
October 28. Everyone is now
looking forward to the an-
nual Christmas party on De-
cember 4. Our resident chefs,
RW Cynthia J. Sanders and
RW Carla J. Salisbury, will
be ably assisted by Chef Sr.
Mary Babbitt as they whip
up another fabulous spaghetti
dinner with all the trimmings.

The year also brought a
measure of sadness to the
Chapter. We lost four mem-
bers to death: RW Alan
Wood; Sr. Dorothy Taylor;
RW Earline J. Wood; Sr.
Doris Upcraft. RW Grant

DeLong moved to the Home
at Oriskany. We miss them.

The evening of Novem-
ber 11 meant the end of the
very successful Salisbury
administration. Following
the annual meeting, 2023
officers were installed. RW
Cynthia J. Sanders was in-
stalled as Worthy Matron and
Bro. John Voetelink, a first-
timer, was installed as Wor-
thy Patron. Other elected
officers are: Sr. Mary Bab-
bitt, Associate Matron; RW
Grant DeLong, Associate
Patron; RW Natalie J.
Woodall, Secretary; RW
Nancy J. Costello, Treasurer;
RW Carla J. Salisbury, Con-
ductress; Sr. Valarie Trnka,
Bro. Eric Hamilton, Bro.
Vernon Reynolds, Trustees.
After the meeting, all gath-
ered in the dining room for
bountiful refreshments pro-
vided by the Past Matrons’
Association.

We are now eagerly an-
ticipating a hectic, festive
holiday season. In the midst
of the celebration, however,
let us remember the less for-
tunate among us. And let us
never forget that, even with
its many flaws and shortcom-
ings, we live in the greatest
nation on earth. Give thanks
and rejoice! Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year!

Natalie J. Woodall

Pulaski Puritan 159

Here we are in December
and about twenty-five days
till Christmas. What a won-
derful fall—unseasonably
warm! I do not know about
you but I will take all of that
Mother Nature wants to give
us. It only means that we are
that much closer to spring.

We had our Election Day
Turkey Dinner. I include a
photo of the crew (also a
look-back at our Halloween
party). The turkey dinner was
by reservation and take-out

only. Holy cow! I do not
think anyone in Pulaski
cooked that night. What a
turnout! The Chapter did an
outstanding job. I developed
a little hitch in my gitalong
so I was not much help this
year.

Sister Charlotte is doing
the Memory Tree again. It
just keeps getting bigger ev-
ery year. If you want to add a
loved one, just give her a
call. Any donation is wel-
come; the money goes to the
food pantry.

I had to do this article
before our election of offic-
ers. I will have to report that
next time. But congratula-
tions go to our new Grand
Leaders.

December 18 is our
Christmas party and cookie
exchange. Meanwhile, there
are a few ladies on our feel-
ing-crappy list. A thinking-
of-you-card would be really
nice for Gladys DiRaddio,
Linda Waggoner, Jan Smith
and Carol Turk. It would also
be sisterly to remember our

older Sisters and Brothers
who cannot make it to Chap-
ter any more.

That is about it for now
except a word from an ol’
angel. “Christmas tree
baubles only become valu-
able when they are veterans,
fetched down every year
from the attic, a little more
worse for wear each year but
worth their weight in memo-
ries.”

Merry Christmas, All! I
will talk to you again next
year.

Diane Manwaring
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