
Research Topics and Research Questions from EDU651 Spring Class

1. The Relationship between Parent Involvement and Children’s Motivation to Read 

· Is the frequency of reading aloud to a child related to a child’s desire to read?

· Is the variety of books available to a child associated with how a child perceives reading?

· Is modeling reading by adults related to how motivated a child is to read or to learn to read?

2. Strategies and Instructional Methods of Even Start 

· Which instructional strategies are effective in meeting the goals of the family literacy program?

· Do these programs meet the needs and expectations of the participants?

3. Strategies to Improve Comprehension and Fluency Among Elementary School Students 

Purpose: Determine what strategies work well to improve comprehension and fluency.

· What are effective strategies to improve comprehension and fluency?

4. How Effective is a Student-Centered Learning Approach in Literacy at the Elementary Level? 

Purpose: To examine the effectiveness of a student-centered learning approach in the area of literacy.

· What are the different teaching methods in both student-centered and teacher-centered learning in the area of literacy?

· What is the literary success of students who were taught through student-centered learning rather than teacher-centered learning?

· Is student-centered learning more successful in literacy success of students?

· If so, do those students taught in a student-centered learning setting go on to achieve higher academic success?

5. Gender Differences in Math and Science Education 

· Is there a gender gap in the abilities of students in math and science?

· Are there gender differences when examining student interest in and attitudes toward the areas of math and science?

· What can be done to lessen these differences?

6. Implementing Differentiated Instruction Into Reading Instruction 

· How can teachers implement differentiated instruction in a first grade classroom during reading instruction?

· What does Differentiated Instruction look like?

· How does it differ from other teaching methods currently being used to teach reading?

· How can Differentiated Instruction help to improve the reading ability in weak readers?

7. The Race to keep up with Technology 

Purpose: To find a form of staff development that the majority would like; The push for technology in the job market; The technology gap.

8. Problem Solving Difficulties in Third Grade Mathematics 

When third grade students struggle with problem solving, is it because:

· They do not understand the concept?

· They have difficulty reading the problem, especially the mathematical vocabulary?

· They have difficulty comprehending the problem?

· They are unsure of how to approach the problem and what strategy to use to solve the problem?

9. Inclusion: Do All Students Benefit? 

Purpose: To examine the impact of inclusion on the students who are included into the general education, compared to the students in a self-contained classroom, in terms of academic and social gains.

· Will inclusion benefit all students with disabilities?

· How do the teachers feel their students are being effected by inclusion vs. self-contained?

· How does inclusion affect a student with a mild disability compared to a student with a severe disability?

10. Breaking Down Barriers for Technology Achievement 

· What barriers do teachers face when using technology in their classrooms?

· How comfortable do teachers feel about using advanced technology in their classrooms?

· What kinds of training are teachers receiving to incorporate technology into their daily lessons?

· What kinds of achievements can teachers expect to see from their students by using advanced technology into their classroom?

11. The Effect of Assistive Technology on Students with Special Needs 

· How does assistive technology benefit students with physical handicaps, visual impairments, hearing impairments, and students with Autism

· How does assistive technology impact student learning?

· What types of assistive technology are available to students with hearing impairments, visual impairments, physical handicaps, and Autism?

· What types of assistive software are beneficial to enhance ELA and math skills?

12. Strategies for Teachers to enhance Student Interest in Mathematics 

Purpose: To examine students’ lack of interest in mathematics, and identify strategies that teachers can use in their classrooms to help enhance student interest. The specific research questions are as follows:

· Why are so many students (and teachers) fearful of mathematics? Why is there a lack of interest?

· What specific strategies can be used to help motivate elementary students in regards to mathematics?

· Are there any beneficial technologies to aid in this process?

13. Wireless Technology: Effective Integration and Effects on Student Achievement 
· How do teachers utilize one-to-one laptop devices in their wireless technology classrooms?

· What advantages and disadvantages should educators consider when implementing wireless technology?

· Does students’ engagement in one-to-one laptop use affect and support student learning and achievement?

14. How can Science Journaling Improve Elementary Students’ Science Skills? 

· How can drawing and writing in science journals benefit my students?

· Can it lead to more proficient observers, questioners, and writers?

· Can an illustrated science journal lead to more students I wonder questions?

· Can sketching in science journals aid students in becoming better observers?

· How do teacher student interactions impact students’ journaling ability?

15. Academic and Behavioral Transition of Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disturbances from Residential to Public Schools 

· What factors influence the transition of students with emotional and behavioral disturbances (E/BD) from a residential school back to their home school?

· What supports and barriers exist in public school for emotionally disturbed children returning back to their home school after being in a residential school placement?

16. The Affects of Fluency and Fluency Strategies that Assist Early Emergent Reader’s

Comprehension 

· What are the strategies of teaching fluency?

· How are these fluency skills of expression, meaning, appropriate phrasing and rate taught?

· How does fluency affect early emergent readers?

· How can listening improve fluency?

· What technology programs support fluency instruction?

17. Educational Resilience: How can we make it Work?

Purpose: Examine the problems urban children face and find how educators can foster resilience.

· What are the risk and resilience factors?

· What risk and resilience factors differentiate children who engage in very few or no problem behaviors from those who engage in high levels of problem behavior?

· How can teachers promote resilience to inner-city elementary students to help them become less at risk?

· What programs have worked in urban elementary schools to promote resilience?
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