Sessions for D.A.T.E. Program

8:30-9:00—Registration Desk/Coffee/Bagels

9:00—9:50—Session I

A. Raising the Bar, Meeting the Standards, Easing the Struggle 

Participants interested in how a creative writing class can bridge the gap for students who have struggled with literacy and help them succeed in English will meet Suzanne Massa and some of her students from the TST Community School in Ithaca, participate in a brief exercise, and take some materials home. 

Suzanne Hotte Massa (SUNY Cortland B.A./M.A.) is a veteran teacher of multicultural literature and writing at TST Community School in Ithaca, NY.

B. Project Based Learning: Incorporating Technology Into the Classroom 

Digital literacy allows teachers to learn how to teach in ways incorporating what we have been taught with new media and forms of expression which students bring as prior knowledge, experience and skills into our schools. Ithaca High School teacher, Shade Gomez, will focus on student work generated in response to Hamlet as an example of how this approach succeeds in the classroom. He will demonstrate the use of hardware, software and peripherals in the production, presentation and capture of these projects. 

Shade Gomez (SUNY Cortland MAT) currently teaches English 12: Regents and Honors as well as the dual credit Tech/English Media Elective at Ithaca High School and has also taught the WISE independent senior study elective. He has conducted a variety of training workshops on informational technology as a District Technology Mentor and as a lighthouse teacher. 

  

C. DWD: Discipline with Dignity in the ELA Setting

Urban middle school ELA teacher, Gwendolyn Maturo, will focus on closing the communications gap that can often exist between the digital immigrant teacher and the “native-speaking” digital student. Drawing on DWD principles, this workshop will give participants tools to increase the minutes dedicated to teaching, while reaching more students and writing fewer referrals! 

Gwendolyn Maturo teaches English Language Arts at Lincoln Middle School in Syracuse City. A “Trainer of Trainers” for various initiatives, including: Dimensions of Learning; Integrated Thematic Instruction; Discipline with Dignity; Technology Integration; and Empowering Parents to Excel at Parenting, Gwen is also a Master Teacher for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) Outreach Program and trains teachers and administrators at their summer institutes. 

10:10—11:00--Session II

A. Hope IS Here: Finding Positive Messages in YA Literature

Have your students longed to find books with a positive message or outcome? Much of today’s teen literature is heavy. We as teachers strive to find literature with positive messages for students. Waterville Middle School teacher, Elizabeth Netzband, will facilitate a round table discussion and sharing of book titles which students and teachers have found to have positive messages. She will have an annotated book list for workshop participants.

Elizabeth Netzband has taught middle and high school English for 18 years at Waterville Central School. She has presented at the New York State English Council Conference and is a member of NMSA, NCTE, Center State Teachers’ Center Regional Networking, Central New York Community Arts Center Aesthetic Arts Institute, as well as a Teacher Consultant for the NWP in the Mohawk Valley.

Tamatha Picolla currently teaches English 7 at Waterville Junior High School. She is a NYSEC mini-grant winner for her Holocaust program,“Bearing Witness.” In November 2006, she was one of six English teachers selected as “Final Eyes” by the State Education Department for the January 2007 Regents Examination.

B. Addicted to Dickens:  Using the Internet to Recreate a Victorian Reading Experience

The novels of Charles Dickens were immensely popular in Victorian England, in part because they were published in weekly installments.  At Skaneateles High School, teachers use 21st Century technology to recreate the Victorian reading experience for 9th and 10th graders.  Join Georgia Peach and her colleague, Dan Ferrare as they trace the evolution of the online Dickens Reading program. Presenters will also explain the mechanics behind posting the installments.  This is a program that can easily be replicated, and offers a unique way to incorporate modern technology in the traditional English classroom.      

Georgia Peach has been teaching for over 30 years, the last 25 of them 9th and 10th grade English at Skaneateles High School. In 2006, Ms. Peach was recognized as a Teacher of Excellence by the New York State English Council. She is a Core II Technology Trainer for her district. 

C. Teaching Literature Through Performance

This is a participatory workshop with performance strategies that will work with any literary genre and level of instruction to keep all students actively engaged in interpreting a text. These strategies can transform any classroom into a learning laboratory. West Genesee High School teacher, Geraldine Richards, will also devote some time to brainstorming ways of getting students on their feet.

Geraldine Richards has taught for 28 years and currently teaches English 10, Syracuse University Project Advance, and a Shakespeare course at West Genesee High School in Camillus, NY. Her interest in teaching through performance has been fostered by her work at the Folger Institute in Washington, D.C. and the Teaching Shakespeare Institute at The New Globe in London, UK.

D. Creative Writing at SUNY Cortland
Victoria Boynton, Homer Mitchell, Mario Hernandez, and Yolanda Powell-Barnett will speak to the pedagogical power of the creative writing classroom: what happens there, how it happens, why it happens. When students engage in the production of creative pieces, they not only learn about literary genre from the intimate position of author but also invigorate their sense of  ownership.  

Victoria Boynton teaches in the Professional Writing and Women’s Studies programs. Her most representative publications include Herspace: Women, Writing, and Solitude (2003) with Jo Malin; and the Encyclopedia of Women’s Autobiography, also with Malin. Boynton also writes fiction and poetry and is published in Verse, Harpur Palate, Heliotrope, Poem, and Faultline. 

Mario Hernandez (SUNY Cortland MAT) is a published poet and has been an adjunct professor of English at SUNY Cortland for the last three years, teaching creative writing and composition. He has master's degrees in English and in teaching and holds New York State certification for middle and high schools.
 
Homer Mitchell is a published poet and has been a lecturer in Composition and English at SUNY Cortland since 1999. 

Yolanda Powell-Barnett is a Cortland student who plans to become a high school English teacher.  She served with the United States Army as a Counterintelligence Agent for 15 years with foreign assignments in Munich, Germany, South Korea, Kandahar, Afghanistan. Yolanda received a Bronze Star for actions during a combat tour.  She has also taught over 3,000 soldiers how to interview and interrogate personnel for intelligence purposes. 

.
11:10—12:00—Bob Yaglelski--The Writing Project as a Subversive

 Activity: Building a Community of Transformative Intellectuals One

 Teacher at a Time.

Noon-1:00—Lunch

1:00-1:50—Jennifer Donnelly: The Presence of the Past: Writing A Northern Light

2:00---2:50—Session III

A. No Workshop Left Behind: Reading and Writing at the Middle Level

 If you thought Nancie Atwell's reading and writing workshop (first edition) could not be    integrated with test prep, you might want to think again.  Students can still have choice, voice, and ownership in a middle school ELA classroom that must prepare them for a state assessment.  Middle school teachers, Carol Mikoda and Jennifer Rimualdo willl help session participants re-imagine an Atwell-style classroom that manages to successfully prepare students for high stakes assessments. 

Carol Mikoda has been teaching in the Southern Tier for thirty years and is currently an 8th grade teacher at Windsor Middle School. She is a past NYSEC Teacher of Excellence. 

Jen Rimualdo (SUNY Cortland MAT in progress) teaches 8th graders  at Jamesville-Dewitt Middle School in Syracuse. She publishes JD Middle’s Ram Art, a creative writing journal and has also facilitated an after school book club, Readers of the Round Table, that includes teachers, students and administrators. 

B. Teaching with Maslow in Mind: “Alternative” English for ALL Students

In this workshop Jacqueline Deal will review the work of Abraham Maslow and discuss methods that can be used by all teachers to help their students achieve self-actualization.

Jacqueline Deal has been teaching at Evergreen (Alternative) High School in Vestal, New York since 2002.  She sits on the Literacy Task Force and the School Health Advisory Committee for Broome-Tioga B.O.C.E.S.  In addition, she spent four years on the Character Education Committee, where she researched, developed, and implemented character education strategies.
C. Dealing in the Digital: Explorations in Literacy 

Dr. VanSlyke Briggs and Kris VanSlyke will explore many practical applications of digital literacy in the high school literature classroom as well as applications of literacy development within the structure of a web design course.  Examples of methods include the use of critical literacy skills in evaluation of websites as valid research sources, creative uses of free internet resources to support learning and other technological applications as a means of communication. Participants will be able to access a web site designed specifically for the presentation that will include links to all resources. 

Kjersti VanSlyke-Briggs, most recently an English teacher at BT-BOCES, is an assistant professor at SUNY Oneonta teaching courses in content literacy, introduction to education and young adult literature. She supervises students in Oneonta’s English Education program and is currently president of the New York State English Council. 

Kris VanSlyke is a teaching assistant at Hancock High School where she teaches a course called Fundamentals of Web Design and, yes, this is a mother-daughter team!

D. Mapping English Today: An Informal Discussion of the Relevance of English

 Studies in the New Era of Globalization
Session IV—3:00-3:50
A. Blood, Sweat and Fears: An Informal Discussion of the Writing Life

with Jennifer Donnelly
B. From Grendel to Lygers: Mythological Thinking in the English Classroom
One of the most important skills we as teachers can impart to our students is thinking mythologically.   In this workshop, Otselic Valley high school teacher, Michael Foor-Pessin, will investigate mythological thinking, the universal hero journey, and the transformation of consciousness that occurs when teachers, students, and cultures function within a mythological context.

Michael Foor-Pessin has been teaching English, communications, and psychology at Otselic Valley Central School for over thirty years. He is also an adjunct instructor at Morrisville State College.

C. Leveling Up: Teaching Adolescent Literacy with Video Games
 When the school day ends, many adolescents prefer to play video games rather

 than read books. Many students choose to play video games because they 

 are engaging and challenging in comparison to their school work. Student   

.teachers, James Beach and Matt Fuentes, will demonstrate for participants     

 how they can use video games alongside traditional texts to help students 

 develop critical literacy.

James Beach (SUNY Cortland MAT) James Beach received his B.A. in

 English from SUNY Geneseo.  He is currently student teaching at Groton High

 School and is interested in incorporating digital literacies in the English

 classroom.

Matt Fuentes (SUNY Cortland MAT) holds a B.A. from Rutgers University. He is currently student teaching at East Middle School in Binghamton. Matt’s has developed a website focused on resources for teachers who are interested in video games and literacy.

D. Increasing Diversity in the ELA Classroom: A Women’s Studies Approach

Looking for a way to enhance excitement and passion in the classroom, further develop necessary analytical reading and writing skills, while also increasing gender equality in even the smallest rural schools? Presenter Brittany Dougherty will discuss the benefits of adding Women’s Studies to an ELA curriculum. Both college and high school level implementations will be discussed.

Brittany Dougherty (SUNY Cortland MAT) teaches English 12, AP Language and Composition, Women’s Studies, and Creative Writing at Newark Valley High School.  She is also the author of the young adult novel, God is Laughing. She received a grant from the American Association of University Women to support her women in literature course. 

