Descriptive Review of a Special Needs Student

Assignment
The teacher candidate will observe a special needs student over the course of the 50-hour field placement. This will be done with the permission of the host teacher but otherwise unobtrusively, nonjudgmentally, and unbeknownst to the student. The candidate will write a Descriptive Review essay (3 -4 pages) that integrates her findings with related research and discusses the student’s physical presence and gesture, disposition and temperament, connections with others, strong interests and preferences, and modes of thinking and learning. The final section of the essay will be a reflection on the process as well as how it helped to offer a greater sense of the special needs student and how to support him or her as a writer.  The candidate will follow the collaborative, inquiry-based Descriptive Review protocol to present her essay to the class.

The 505 student uses only her observations. Using the guiding questions and categories in Kanevsky, she summarizes and interprets the observational data, distributes the review, and gives an uninterrupted presentation. The group reflects, poses questions, and asks for clarification. At the end of the review process, I ask for recommendations (based on Thurlow and other resources), pull everything together, and give a critique.
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