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ABSTRACT
As the world is becoming increasingly interdependent, it is important to develop pre-service teachers’ geopolitical knowledge and global awareness so that they could teach the young learners with an enlightened mind. This study will examine the geopolitical knowledge and global awareness of American upper-level undergraduate university students in a childhood teacher education program. The global knowledge and awareness of pre-service teachers will be investigated through a survey designed to measure geopolitical knowledge, awareness of prominent international leaders and organizations, and salient demographic characteristics of major countries. The survey will include three kinds of background knowledge and information on global education – basic skills such as locating major cities of major countries in the world using a series of maps, the names of selected important figures and organizations in the international news, and knowledge about broader demographic topics, including items about religion, language, and population. The analysis of the survey will identify gaps in pre-service teachers’ knowledge and global awareness. The gaps will serve as basis for further informed discussion on how to best integrate global education into teacher education programs. (179 words) 
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NARRATIVE

Specific research question
How much do we know about the geopolitical knowledge and global awareness of pre-service teachers? This question will guide the survey project. All the survey questions are designed and developed into three categories. Questions for each of these categories include: how much do pre-service teachers know about the locations of major cities and major countries in the world? How much do they know about the major international organizations and influential leaders of other nations around the world? How much do they know about the demographic features of the world? 
Significance of the project
As the world's nations become more interdependent, it becomes increasingly important to develop pre-service teachers’ cross-cultural understandings and awareness of global issues as they are engineers of human souls and architects of the world’s future. After the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, many university students had difficulties interpreting the events. Some said they lacked the framework for understanding the global connections of these events.  For those students majored in education, it is a more daunting task for them to explain the complex events to elementary students while they themselves are at a loss struggling to make sense of a larger context of the events. My assumption is that our students’ geopolitical knowledge of the world was sketchy, but I was unsure of the extent of the difficulty. The study will help measure the degree of the difficulty and provide constructive implications for further studies on the topic. 
Literature and background

Discussions of global education have become very popular in educational theory in recent years. There are diverse views and attitudes on the degree of the integration of global education into current curriculum in public schools (Spring, 1998; Suarez-Orozco, 2001). Despite the different perspectives on global education, the world is becoming invariably interconnected and interdependent. Teaching in such a context of globalization is a challenge as well as an opportunity. The literature on global education shows that there has been increased attention to infusion of a global perspective in teacher preparation program (Merryfield, 1992; Turcker & Cistone, 1991). For example, in elementary teacher education programs around the country, efforts have been made to expand the international component of social studies (Angell and Avery, 1992). In many states, the social studies learning standards started to have a focus on global education. Many teacher education programs encourage scholarship to develop teaching materials, curriculum designs, and staff development programs in global education (Haakenson, 1994).  However, as Merryfield (2000) documents, professional teacher educators, in general, show little evidence available to produce a coherent picture of what the pre-service teachers know about other nations and global issues.
Rationale 

Swiftly changing global realities are affecting classrooms in virtually all parts of the Untied States and increased efforts are needed to help students make sense of the global age.  Today’s young people are exposed to images from around the world through media and the entertainment industry as never before. Such exposure contributes to intercultural 
understanding and misunderstanding within nations and across the globe, and point towards a need to help students navigate this sea of information. This, therefore, poses a huge challenge to teacher education programs. The proposed research site, a northeast public state university, has made efforts to make the campus more diverse by recruiting students from multiple backgrounds and expanding its international programs with universities in other nations. The campus, however, remains predominantly white. Students in the elementary teacher education programs have great opportunities to teach in diverse classrooms in big inner-city schools as well as suburban schools. To measure the global knowledge and awareness of its teacher education students fits perfectly the mission of the institution. 
Research design and methods

The proposed project will be conducted in the teacher education program of a large public state university in the northeast United States. The elementary teacher education program, one of the largest in a northeast state, has 900 students enrolled in the fall semester of 2005. The third and fourth year undergraduate teacher education students will be surveyed in the summer of 2006. The survey will include three kinds of background knowledge and information on global education – basic skills such as locating major cities of major countries in the world using a series of maps, the names of selected important figures and organizations in the international news, and knowledge about broader demographic topics, including items about religion, language, and population. I’ll administer and collect the complete survey and analyse them. In the case that I have to hire others to administer the survey, training will be provided to ensure reliability.  
Evaluation of project success/goals and objectives met

In the process of designing and developing the survey, I will invite volunteer reviewers, such as Dr. Cynthia Benton, Dr. Kim Rombach, in my department of childhood and Early Childhood, and Dr. Hoge in University of Georgia, Dr. Yali Zhao in Georgia State University to share their views and suggestions to improve the survey. These people will help me ensure that the survey is not too long, has no hard-to-answer questions, and items lack connection. Once the survey is completed, a Cronbach alpha reliability estimate will be run so that we could get a hold of the reliability of the survey.   
Dissemination  

The survey will be an initial exploratory step of a larger project on global awareness. I will definitely follow up by way of detailed survey and interview studies.  For this study, I plan to use the findings to build on the knowledge base of research on pre-service teachers’ global knowledge and awareness and share my findings with the academic community by writing it up and submitting to one of the peer-reviewed journals such as The Teacher Educator, Journal of Teacher Education, and Teaching and Teacher Education. I’m also planning to present the findings of this study at one of the annual conferences of professional organizations such as the College and University Faculty Association (CUFA), the International Assembly (IA), both umbrella organizations under the National Council of Social Studies (NCSS), and the American Education Research Association(AERA). 


Plans for the pursuit of external funding, listing potential sponsors and application deadlines
I’ll definitely pursue external funding opportunities. The proposed project is part of an ongoing joint project with two professors in the University of Georgia and Georgia State University. These two institutions have funding programs for projects on global education. At this point, I don’t know the deadlines for those funding applications. 
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Budget Narrative
If this project can be funded, I would budget the project in the following ways. A total of  $5000 will be required.  $4000 will be used as compensation for me so that a release of one summer course is possible. $100 will be used to make copies of the survey and to administer and collect the survey in case I have to hire others to do that for the project. An extra of $100 will be needed to make copies to share the findings report and submit to one of the listed peer-reviewed journals for review and publications. 


Here I also provide a non-narrative list of the proposed budget. 

Budgeted Items







Amount
Compensation so that a release of one summer course is possible 

$4000

 
Travel to a conference for presentation on the project


$800

Copies of the survey 







$ 50

 

Administration and collection of the survey 




$ 50


Copies of the findings report 






$ 50


Copies of manuscripts sent to journals for review and publications 

$ 50


______________________________________________________________________
Total:
$5000



