
 

“Making a Difference” -- Civic Engagement/Service Learning Project (10 points)  

 

Read the article    2 points  

Proposal     2 points 

Participation of a three-hour project  2 points  

Reflection essay    4 points 

 

Credit:  

I would like to thank Prof. Karen Hempson for sharing with me her service learning project for EDU375.  

 

Each student will read an article about service learning and civic engagement, writes a proposal about a 

civic engagement/service learning plan, participates in a 3-clock-hour civic engagement/service learning 

project, and writes a one-page essay reflecting on his or her participation. Early accomplishment of this 

project is strongly encouraged and appreciated. By March 1, 2010, please submit through eLearning a 

short paragraph of no more than 100 words to share with me your service learning plan.  Without 

this plan by March 1, 2010, I cannot accept your project.  

 

 

Grading Rubric 

 

Components 

and Points 

Performance Indicators 

Target  

2  

Acceptable 

1 

Unacceptable 

0 

Read the 

article (2)  

Student reads the 

article carefully and 

describes the thesis of 

the article in the 

reflection essay with 

great accuracy and 

clarity.  

Students read the article and 

describe the thesis of the 

article in the reflection 

essay without insufficient 

accuracy and clarity. 

Student read the article, but 

does not describe the thesis 

of the article in the 

reflection essay or when he 

or she describes the thesis, 

the statement is problematic 

without any accuracy or 

clarity. 

Proposal  (2)  Student submits the 

proposal on time, 

clearly and specifically 

describes the project he 

or she plans to conduct 

or participate before the 

end of April.  The 

proposal includes the 

tentative date/time, 

place, and the type of 

the project/activity.  

Students submits the 

proposal on time, but does 

not clearly or specially 

describe how he or she will 

go about with the project. 

The proposal does not 

include the required 

elements as described 

indicators for Target.  

Student does not submit the 

proposal on time, and/or 

does not describe clearly or 

specifically describe how he 

or she will go about with the 

project. The proposal does 

not include the required 

elements as described 

indicators for Target. 

Participation 

of a three-

hour project 

(2) 

Student submits a piece 

of evidence as proof of 

his or her participation.  

Student submits a piece of 

evidence, but not sufficient 

as a proof for his or her 

participation.  

Student does not submit a 

piece of evidence as a 

sufficient proof for his or 

her participation.  

Reflection 

Essay (4)  
Target  

4 

Acceptable 

3-1 

Unacceptable 

0 

The reflection essay a) 

describes the thesis of 

Missing any of the 

indicators described as 

Doesn’t submit an essay.  

 



the assigned article 

about service learning 

(1)   

 

b) demonstrates the 

author’s understanding 

of the value of the civic 

engagement/service 

learning project. (1)  

 

c) clearly and 

specifically describes 

what the author did, 

and how this project 

relates to the author’s 

professional 

development as a social 

studies teacher. (1)  

 

d) is written with 

proper English 

grammar in an official 

writing style, well-

organized and free of 

spelling errors. (1)   

 

Target Performance will be 

rendered as acceptable.  

 

Points range from 3 to 1 

depending on the 

availability.  

 

Essay written in 

unacceptable manner, for 

example, below-standard 

grammar, and full of 

spelling errors.  

 

Such submission will result 

in getting zero or a return 

for resubmission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember  

You must provide:  1. proof of having “been there”, and  2. a reflection paper 

 

What is Service Learning?  

 

Alliance for Service Learning in Education Reform (ASLER) defines:  

 

Service-learning is a method by which young people learn and develop through active participation in 

thoughtfully-organized service experiences: that meet actual community needs, that are coordinated in 

collaboration with the school and community, that are integrated into each young person’s academic 

curriculum, that provide structured time for young people to think, talk, and write about what he/she did 

and saw during the actual service activity, that provide young people with opportunities to use newly 

acquired academic skills  and knowledge in real life situations in their own communities, that enhance what 

is taught in the school by extending student learning beyond the classroom, and that help to foster the 

development of a sense of caring for others.  

ASLER, 1993, p.1 

 

What is Civic Engagement?  

Service-learning and civic engagement projects are not the same thing in the sense that not all service-

learning has a civic element and not all civic engagement is service-learning. For definition’s sake, civic 

engagement is the broader motif, encompassing service-learning but not limited to it. One useful definition 

of civic engagement is the following: individual and collective actions designed to identify and address 

issues of public concern.  



Civic engagement can take many forms, from individual voluntarism to organizational involvement to 

electoral participation. It can include efforts to directly address an issue, work with others in a community to 

solve a problem or interact with the institutions of representative democracy. Civic engagement 

encompasses a range of specific activities such as working in a soup kitchen, serving on a neighborhood 

association, writing a letter to an elected official or voting. Indeed, an underlying principal of our approach 

is that an engaged citizen should have the ability, agency and opportunity to move comfortably among these 

various types of civic acts. 

 

(Source: Michael Delli Carpini, Director, Public Policy, The Pew Charitable Trusts at 

http://www.apa.org/ed/slce/civicengagement.html#definition)  

A firm believer that democratic citizenship is at the foundation of a community-based learning experience, I 

invite each of you to participate in a small-scale civic engagement/service learning project of only three 

clock hours. Each student will be able to locate and analyze the needs of a local/campus 

organization/community, participate in an activity, describe his or her experience in this activity, evaluate 

his or her participation in this activity. After you have participated in a community service learning activity, 

please write a one-page single-spaced reaction paper to describe why you decided to participate in this 

activity (intellectual understanding), what you participated in (participation skills), and explain what you 

learned (civic participation attitudes), and how you may institute a similar activity as a future teacher with 

your students (classroom pedagogy). Please use correct English with complete sentences and good grammar 

to complete a one-page reaction paper on the civic engagement service learning project. 

 

 Proof that you participated at an event or volunteer activity is required – make sure  you obtain a small 

note signed by a faculty member or supervisor. If you mail a  letter to a government official, you must 

have the post office provide you with proof  of mailing. You must provide a proof of having “been there” and 

write a one-page  reaction paper.  
 

 The small note could look something like this:  

 

Hours/Date Brief Description of the 

Activity 

Signature of Faculty or 

Supervisor 
 

 

  

 

An example of such a small note reads like this:  

 

Hours/Date Brief Description of the 

Activity 

Signature of Faculty or 

Supervisor 
1.5 hours September 21, 2006 

 

1.5 hours September 27, 2006 

Tutoring a fifth grade student 

in Homer Elementary School 

beyond observation hours 

Signature of Ms. Peggy 

Willards 

 

A list of service learning projects is provided here for you to make a choice. I strongly encourage all of you to 

start this project as soon as possible. You may choose ONE of the following, but please come to talk to the 

instructor if you feel like participating in a community service learning project not listed here.  

 

Option One:  

In the community – Three (3) clock hours of volunteering. You may sign up at the Volunteer Fair or call 

John Shirley at Office of Career Services in Van Hoesen. (Phone: 753-4715) to obtain a list of organizations 

or a postcard telling the office what kinds of activities you would like to volunteer in and they will provide 

further information. 

 

http://www.apa.org/ed/slce/civicengagement.html#definition


The 1890 House needs volunteers for collections, tours, educational lessons. Other organizations in the 

community are YWCA, YMCA, Cortland Loaves & Fishes, Lime Hollow, Cortland Free Library, Homer 

Public Library, an election campaign, or any other on campus student organization events.   

 

Option Two: 

In area schools – three (3) clock hours of volunteering.  Practicum hours do not count. You could extend the 

practicum hours by tutoring students in their after-school programs, etc. Your field placement/observation 

hours don’t count.  

 

Option Three:   

On campus – three (3) clock hours of volunteering at (but not limited to these listed): 

      MEOP – Migrant Educational Outreach Program in Van Hoesen  

Student Government Association (SGA) 

P.O.W.E.R (Planet of Women for Equality and Respect)  

Democracy Matters at www.democracymatters.org  

NYPIRG www.nypirg.org  

Amnesty Internationalwww.amnesty.org 

SUNY Children’s Museum (Saturdays) 

SUNY Open House  

 

Option Four:  
Write a letter to an elected official about a concern you have on any issue (the official must have jurisdiction 

over that issue. You must provide a copy of the letter and proof of having mailed it.  

 

Option Five:  

Visit/tour a local museum or historical society and share with the class what you learned the most in that 

museum or historical society for a 15-minute presentation.  

 

For further information, please contact the instructor or contact John Suarez from SUNY Cortland Office of 

Service Learning at  

Office of Service Learning Website at http://www.cortland.edu/servicelearning/ 

Institute of Civic Engagement Website at http://www.cortland.edu/civicengagement/ 

 
 

I strongly recommend you get this done early of the semester. Please do not wait until the end of the 

semester when projects pile up in all courses.  
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