Community and Diversity Analysis Paper

A nurturing community is an environment where oneis fully accepted, attended
to, andloved. It is a place where one's drengths and dfficulties are shared with cthers
who suppat him/her. Within the dasgoom I've observed, thereis not much of a
nurturing community, but instead competitionis used daily in dsrupting the form of a
seaure ommunity. In order to successully measure up the community within my
observed classoom, ore must look at oppatunities to show one's slf fully, oppatunities
to know others well and oppaetunities to show for students to work and help ead ather.
One dso must look closely at the teacher’srolein producing a ommunity in the
clasgoom.

In my observed clasgoom there ae three diff erent reading groups which med
dailly. Whileteating each reading group, | noticed that the students tease eat ather
and are nasty to ore ancther. For example, when Tyler was having troulde with the
guided reading assgnment, | saw Juliaoffer to help hm. Juliasaid, “Tyler | an dore
with my assgnment do youwant meto help you?’ Sincel was teading the groupl
encouraged them to help ore ancother in order to reinforce @operation. | said, “Oh that’'s
grea Juliaif you are done help someone dse finish ug’. Tyler responcded to Julia by
saying, “| dorit want you to help me you are fat”. Juliabegan to get teary eyed and said,
“ 1 don't care everyone calls mefat”. A nurturing community is aplace whereit is sfeto
be yourself. Juliaknew the material andin a nurturing community shoud have been able
to, proudy show what she had accompli shed, confident that classmates would be

delighted, proud,and full of praise and admiration, yet in her efforts to doso she was



humiliated in front of the whole group dminishing her seaurity within the dasgoom, her
self-esteem, and her chanceto experience success

There have not been any community buil ding activiti es implemented into my
observed clasgoom other than the two that Alyssa and | have initiated. Community
building adivities create afunway for children to get to know othersin the dassoom
well. In my observed clasgoom, students often engage in competiti ve adivities that can
be damaging to all. Competiti on credes a huge barrier in the dassoom when trying to
crede anurturing community because it causes children to work against others, rather
than with athers. Therefore students seother studentsin the dasgoom as an opporent
that they must bea in order to be the “winner”. For example, “if Jimmy can bea
Christinathen hewill bethewinner.” Every week thereis a spelli ng beethe day before
the spelling test. Students line upin the bad of the dassoom and the teacher gives each
student aword and if they spell it wrong they sit down. If they spell it right they stay in
the running to be the “winner”. During this activity students are discouraged to
participate because of fea of failure. For example, when Tony did na want to
participate | head him say, “ | don't want to dothe spelli ng bee, | never win”. The
teader proceeded to yell at the entire dassto standin alinein the back of the room. She
yelled, “everyone be quiet and stand in a straight line in the badk of the room; it istime
for the spelling bee”. At the end d the spelli ng bee the winner gets a candy prize reward.
This adivity creaes competitionin the dasgoom encouraging studentsto think, “1 am a
goodspeller | can bea others at thisgame". This adivity distorted Tony’s view of never
being “goodenough o smart enough o worthy enough” to be thewinner. Ina

cooperative community people understand that diff erent people ae goodat diff erent



things, and by working together rather than competiti vely one can learn more. One uses
eadh ahers grength and we&knessesin order to help them improve, na to be aleto say
that one personisthe winner and everyone dse are losers. Thisadivity creaestension
through competitionin the dassoom and helps gudents know others by becoming
competitive in the race for a prize and to win.

In my observed clasgoom students work independently at all times. For example,
during morning work Randy was having troulde and wanted to ask Jenny who sits right
next to him for help with the adivity. Randy asks Jenny, “How do you say this pointing
to aword in the sentencethat is asking the question”. Andy the boy sitting in front of
Randy says out loud,”“Randy is cheding!” Although the teacher had placed students next
to ore another she said, “ Stop cheaing and complete the assgnment yourself.” Randy
then asked the teadher, “How do | pronource this word, (whil e pointing to the word)
Apostrophe?’ The teader proceaded to read Randy the entire sentence, “Placetwo
apostrophes in the sentence. In a moperative community students sroud be encouraged
to help ore another. Morning work is not atest that is being asses=d; it is an adivity to
help orelean how to edit sentences. In this case Randy was nat cheating, rather, he
neeled help in order to complete hisassgnment. He trusted that Jenny could help him
but after trying to ask for help and suppat he was diminished by being cdled a cheder.
Students shoud na be made fun d or wrongly accused for trying to work with ead
other asin a wherent community students shoud work with each ather instead of against
ead other.

Competitionand pu downs are two of the main reasons why student in my

clasgoom can na show themselves fully and krow other clasgnates well. My



clasgoom does not had the dharaderistics of anurtured community. The teader’srole
in the dasgoom plays abig part in creating this type of setting. She deddesto
implement competitive adivitiesin the dasgoom causing children to be scared dof fail ure.
For example, instead of implementing a spelli ng beestudents sioud pair up encouraging
and helping each ather to learn the words for the next day’ s test. Students would then be
working with ead ather instead of against eadh ather in order to learn the spelli ng words.
The teader also choases to ignore the put downs in my classroom which are vita to
one's self-estean. For example, instead of having open communicaion and explaining to
the students that Randy was not a cheater she simply told him to look at his own paper
making it difficult for anyone to ask for help because of fear that they would be cdled a
cheaer. By explaining to the students that Randy was not cheaing and encouraging
them to work together students would then fed more comfortable to take risks, lean and
conred with others.

It is clear that teachers have ahugerolein creaing a strong classoom community
where everyoneis respected for their differences and encouraged to help each ather. It is
important that teaders reali ze that establi shing a strong clasgoom community lays the
foundiation for academic growth, and acceptance of diversity. When teachersredi ze this,
they will understand hav important creaing a safe and nuturing community isto the

students' learning environment.

Diversity Analysis
Living in aradally, ethnicdly and culturally diverse society, as arole model to

others, teaters must take strong positions against prgjudice and dscriminationin their



clasgoom, schods, and the society. Within my observed classoom there ae people from
many diverse backgrounds. The teader in the dassoom is a Caucasian female, their
teater’said is an African-American male, ten students are African-American males,
seven students are African-American females, one student is a Puerto Rican female, and
one student is half Caucasian and helf African-American male. Studentsin the dassare
compiled of many different sizesaswell. For example, ore student isalmost 5’6" and
ancther student is4'. Everybody is different; some students are pudgy whil e others are
very petite. Students' skill swithin the dassoom vary within arange. Some students are
reading at the kindergarten level, and aher students are reading at a seventh grade level.
Eadh individual student has different adiviti es that they enjoy participating in. For
example, Elisa enjoys Karate while Jake likes foatball. Every clasgoom isdiversein ore
way or ancther; there ae notwo individualsin the whoe world that are exactly alike, nor
aretherein the dassroom. Teaders nedl to take advantages of diversity in their
clasgoom by to encourage students to recognize the diff erences among and within
various cultural, ethnic, and radal groups. By adapting the airriculum, pedagogy,
clasgoom organization and climate in the dasgoom teater can succesdully address
radal, econamic and gender differences within the dassoom.

In my observed clasgoom, the multi cultural curriculum isvery limited. In order
to tead an integrated curriculum teaders must revaluate their materials. For example,
during our read-aloud sessions, my classhas read Matilda and Junie B. Jones Rides the
School Bus. Both of these books are written by Euro-American Caucasians, and fedure
Caucasian characters. Booksin the dasgoom library are made up d Goose Bump Series

® books by R.L. Stine, Barbie ® books by Nicky Epstein, and Babysitters Club ® bools



by Anne Matthews Martin, which are dl written by white aithors and are predominately
abou white people. Having literature and curriculum in the dassoom that is biased
toward the Euro-American perspedive may make students fed that people of other races
are devalued and it may give students the message that Euro-Americans are superior.
When students are beginning to read, reading books abou their own socioeconamic
badkgrounds may seem more realistic and comfortable but it isimperative that they learn
abou awide variety of cultures ealy on. Reading is away to implement cultural
diversity into the dassoom and having adiverse badground d materials not affirmsto
students that the world is constituted of many diff erent cultures, bu it aso enables
students to view multi ple perspedives of others.

The schod where | did my observationislocaed in avery poa neighborhood
and many of the students come from lower-classfamilies. One student told me astory
abou where helived. “My grandparents, parents, brothers, and sisters al li ve onthe top
floor of our apartment and ou cousins live downstairs.” Ancther student said to me, “I
wish my family had a car that worked.” In order to runthe dassoom my teader adapts
to the student’ econamic needs nat by engaging students in adivities that they canna
afford. For example, | was talking to the teacher abou what she doesin order to
cdebrate hdidaysin the dassoom. | asked her, “W hat are you going to do for
Haloween?’ Theteader said, “wejust ignorethat it is Halloween, this year Hall oween
isahalf day and some students canna afford costumes.” Similar to economic
diff erences, students within the dassoom cdebrate different holidays. Therefore instead
of addressng all of them, for instance céebrating Hanukah and Christmas together, and

teading students to appredate one ancther’s diff erences, the choaoses to ignare them.



Ignoring econamic and reli gious badkgrounds by not implementing lessons where
everyone can participate caises gudentsto na learn and appredate differencesin athers.
Using this example, if my teacher used hdidays as atod to tead students abou different
religious backgrounds it would creae a dimate where students would learn to accept and
appredate each ather’ s cultural, and religious backgrounds rather than being blind to
them.

Studentsin the dasgoom natice differences but the teader does not addressthem
in a cnstructive manner. For example, Kiwanna made fun o Jamie by saying, “Jamie
you are only half black.” Jamie began to get agitated in his ®a. Alyssathe other student
teater in the dassoom said to Jaime, “we ae dl different and that’s what makes
everyone spedal.” Instead of addressng racia issues and dfferencesin the dassoom,
my host teader choseto ignore the situation. As ateader she shoud na avoid
discussng difficult topics wither students. She needs to reaognize that students recognize
differencesin athers and they pick up messages about race ad ethnicity every day.
Ignoring radal differences espedally when the result isteasing or put-downs impliesto
children that it is okay to generate stereotypes and denourcedifferences asforeign or
bad. They will then have a better chance of growing up culturaly aware.

The teader does nat take full advantage of her pedagogy. It istheteader’s
resporsibili ty to teach children abou diversity, not to ignoreit. If the teader took
advantage of differencesin the dassoom by changing the aurriculum, andin genera the
clasgoom climate to teach chil dren that diff erences are what makes us al speaad,
students would lean to accept each ather as a part of the community by respeding each

other for their differences. Asateader, one hasthe aility to teach for social justice



Theteadter I've observed neels to take alvantage of the role she hasin children’slives
and adapt her curriculum and environment to help children learn to appreciate and

understand people from all diff erent diverse badkgroundks.



