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A Practical Guide to Building Cooperative, Inclusive
Classroom Communities

Mara Sapon-Shevin

“This book exemplifies a wonderful intersection of theory and practice so teachers can come
to find what building a caring, inclusive community would involve in their own classrooms and
school settings. It also offers a large variety of literature, games, activities, and songs that can
be easily implemented into daily settings.”

—Kimberly Rombach, first grade teacher, Walberta Park Primary School, Syracuse, NY

“For Mara Sapon-Shevin, inclusiveness is not a simple slogan but a practical program. Her
suggestions can help us make this a better world, one classroom at a time.”

—Alfie Kohn, author of No Contest: The Case Against Competition and Beyond Discipline

“Combining idealism and practicality, Mara Sapon-Shevin has created a remarkably useful and
clearly articulated plan for changing an ordinary classroom into a strongly functional inclusive
community. We see how the necessary and urgent connections between all children can
become vehicles for a new way of living together in a democratic classroom. This is an ideal
book for any teacher who dreams of launching a full-scale battle, step-by-step, to combat
intolerance and exclusivity in the schoolhouse.”

—Vivian Gussin Paley, author of White Teacher and You Can't Say You Can't Play

“Mara Sapon-Shevin evokes for me the four hopeful seekers skipping together down the yellow
brick road toward Oz singing their desires: ‘If | only had a heart, a brain, the nerve, a home.’
She reminds us that teaching at its best is an ethical calling and an intellectual challenge —
there is no substitute for a thoughtful, caring person at the center of classroom life. She
demonstrates concretely how each of us can become more effective working with the wide
range of students we encounter in our daily lives, and how we can develop the skills and the
spirit to do the right thing in systems that too often reward obedience and conformity over
initiative and courage. And she shows us that the solutions to our dilemmas and concerns do
not lie with some distant wizard, but are right here, inside each of us.”

—William C. Ayers, author of A Kind and Just Parent: The Children of Juvenile Court
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