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	Course Information:
Course: EDU 378

Section: 600
CRN: 26932
Semester/year: Spring 2010
Credit Hours: 3
Class: Mon. and Wed. 9:30 – 10:45 AM
Location: SOE Bldg. #1103
	Professor Information:
Dr. Kimberly Rombach
Office: SOE Bldg. 1247
Office Phone: 753-5687
Office Hours: M/W 10:45 – 1:15; 
F 3:00 – 4:00
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Email: rombachk@cortland.edu

Website: http://web.cortland.edu/rombachk

	Required Materials:
New York State Education Department. (2002). New York State learning standards for social studies. Albany: NYSED. (available online)
New York State Education Department. (2002). Social studies resource guide with core curriculum. Albany: NYSED. (available online)
Powell, R. McLaughlin, H. J., Savage, T., & Zehm, S. (2000). Classroom management: Perspectives on the social curriculum. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.


Seefeldt, C. (2004). Social studies for the preschool/primary child. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Teaching Tolerance (1997).  Starting small: Teaching tolerance in preschool and the early grades. Montgomery, AL: Southern Poverty Law Center.

TaskStream subscription: www.taskstream.com


Course Description

(A) Introduction to the social curriculum, methods and strategies of classroom management, integrated with social studies theory and methods in grades one through six.  Focused on self-efficacy and respectful participation in communities through cooperative relationships and skills of negotiation and problem solving, with consideration of familial, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, and effects on child development. 

Co-requisites:  EDU 373, 374, 379. (3 cr. hr.) 

Course Objectives

1. Learn about theories, models, methods and strategies for successful classroom management in the primary classroom: understand how they 

· Relate to student development.

· Relate to students’ family and cultural background.

· Relate to the methods and materials of Social Studies curriculum.

· Reflect the goals of education in a diverse, democratic society.

ACEI Standards 1, 3b



NAEYC Standards 1a, b, c, 4b (2, 5, 7, 9)

NCSSS Thematic Standards I, IV



Cortland Learning Outcomes – Conceptual Framework: Attend to student development; Manage student behavior. 4, 6

2. Examine the causes of behavioral problems in the context of students’ lives and develop expertise in contextually appropriate management strategies for general use and for particular diverse learners in the classroom: develop skills for successfully 

· Preventing and solving management problems in the classroom.

· Working with families to promote students’ ethical and social development.

· Building a community of respect in the classroom.

· Introducing democratic values in a democratic society.

ACEI Standards 1b, 3b, 4, 5d


NAEYC Standards 1b, c, 4b (2, 5, 6, 7, 9)

NCSSS Thematic Standards II, IV

4d (1, 2, 3)

Cortland Learning Outcomes – Conceptual Framework: Attend to student development; Manage student behavior; Demonstrate variety of teaching strategies; Demonstrate awareness of student diversity. 4, 6, 7, 12

3. Learn about theories, methods and materials for teaching Social Studies in the preschool/primary classroom: understand how they:

· Relate to the personal and social growth of students.

· Relate to students’ individual, family and cultural background.

· Relate to other academic and social curricular areas.

· Reflect the goals of education in a diverse, democratic society.

ACEI Standards 1, 3b



NAEYC Standards 1a, b, c, 4b (2, 5, 7, 9)

NCSSS Disciplinary Standard I:5



Cortland Learning Outcomes – Conceptual Framework: Attend to student development; demonstrate a variety of teaching strategies. 4, 6

4. Participate skillfully and cooperatively as a member of an academic community.

ACEI Standard 5d



NAEYC Standards 5c, d

Cortland Learning Outcomes – Conceptual Framework: Promote parental involvement; Develop as a professional and reflective practitioner. 10, 13

5. Articulate and defend a personal philosophy of discipline responsive to New York State legislation, state and national standards and requirements, and the personal, familial and social needs of students in the preschool/primary classroom. 

ACEI Standards 1, 3b, 4, 5b


NAEYC Standards 5a, b, c, d

Cortland Learning Outcomes – Conceptual Framework: Demonstrate knowledge of subject area; Attend to student development; Manage student behavior; Demonstrate awareness of student diversity; Develop as a professional and reflective practitioner. 2, 4, 6, 12, 13

ACEI/NCATE Standards available www.acei.org
NAEYC Standards available www.naeyc.org
NCSSS Standards available www.ncsss.org
Cortland Learning Outcomes available www.cortland.edu
Course Attendance Policy

“It is the policy of the College that regular class attendance is a basic requirement in all courses. However, as long as absences are not excessive, it shall be the students’ performance and not their attendance record which shall determine their course grades. Penalties for excessive absences, as determined by the instructor’s policy, shall not exceed one-third of a letter grade per class hour of absence” (SUNY Cortland College Handbook: 2004-2006, 410:  12A). 

Academic Integrity

It is expected that candidates will maintain the highest academic and ethical standards. The College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards.

Plagiarism, whether by neglect or design, injures the learner and the community of learners; it is usually avoided by consistent and conscientious work habits. Violations will be handled according to College policies published in the College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies.

A violation of academic integrity as an instance of academic dishonesty can occur in many ways. As discussed in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51), instances of academic dishonesty are plagiarism, cheating on examinations and other actions such as:

· “Possessing papers, assignments, examinations, reports, lab reports or other assignments that have not formally been released by the instructor

· Purchasing or using a paper or assignment from an online source, paper mill, another student or other source and submitting it, wholly or in part as one’s own

· Possessing another student’s work without permission

· Writing or creating a research paper, written report, lab report or other work for another student

· Submitting the same work for two different classes without approval by both faculty members teaching both classes.”

Further discussion of plagiarism in the SUNY Cortland College Handbook (p. 51) is as follows: “Students are expected to submit and present work that is their own with proper documentation and acknowledgement when the work of others is consulted and used. Plagiarism can be intentional by deliberately presenting the work of others as one’s own, or inadvertent by accidentally omitting or erroneously citing sources.”

Accommodation of Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-1 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible.

TaskStream Procedures

The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department uses TaskStream as its data management tool for performance-based assessments for the New York State Department of Education, NCATE (ACEI), NAEYC and other reports. Candidates are required to subscribe to TaskStream and to upload certain tasks into a Directed Response Folio for each of their courses in the program.

These assessment procedures are in keeping with the Assessment Philosophy of SUNY Cortland, found on page 8 of the SUNY Cortland Undergraduate Catalog. If you have any questions regarding this process, please speak with your instructor or the Chair of the Childhood/Early Childhood Education Department.

Standards/Grade Equivalents

(A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight and creativity and perfect attendance). TaskStream Classifications:  Target: A to A-; Acceptable: B+ to B-; Unacceptable: (Incomplete or C+ -below)

Grading will be based on participation and assignments. Numerical grade equivalents are as follows: (A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight, creativity and perfect attendance.)

A

(95-100)



C 

(73-76)


A-

(90-94)




C-

(70-72)


B+

(87-89)




D+

(67-69)


B

(83-86)




D

(63-66)


B-

(80-82)




D-

(60-62)


C+

(77-79)




E

(59 - below)

Course Requirements/ Assessment




% of grade
Journal Reflections (3 at 5 pts. each)




15%

Social Skills/ Social Studies Lesson Plan*



15%

Team-Teaching Assignment





15%

Inquiry Project






20%

 Philosophy, Critical Reflection and Analysis of Field Experience*
20 %

Midterm Examination






10%

Class Participation (including Block 1 final presentations)

  5%

*TaskStream Core Assignments

Assignments at a Glance (Detailed assignment descriptions will be handed out in class)
1. Three Reflective Responses (5 points each)



15% of total grade
Submit Three separate two-page reflective responses. Each reflective response will respond to an assigned reading, video or class presentation. In the response:

· Identify the key ideas or themes that emerge in the reading, video or presentation.

· Discuss your personal response about the new information and make meaningful connections from your practicum or other work with children to the reading, video or presentation.

· Discuss your conclusions and the possible impact on your philosophy and professional practice.

2. Team Teaching Assignment
15% of total grade 

                                                                      
Each group will locate, read and summarize research on a specific topic group of at-risk children (from Powell, 2000, Ch. 7) and make recommendations regarding the best classroom approach to developing class-wide good character and an atmosphere of mutual respect as a foundation for democratic values in society at large. The approach must synthesize the goals of discipline models and the social studies curriculum. 

The task is to advocate for the children in the chosen topic group, providing critical information and recommendations to the audience.  Recommendations should include and respond to the students’ individual, family and cultural background. 

The information will be presented in a team-teaching fashion in class.

· 80% of the grade is instructor-assigned, based on the presentation and handout. All group members receive the same grade for this component. Criteria will be discussed in class.

· 20% of the grade is individual, based on evaluative feedback from group members and self-evaluation. Criteria will be discussed in class.

Required Elements 

The presentation must include a PowerPoint slideshow representing:

· Title of presentation and names of group members, on the first slide.

· Essential information about the diverse topic group and how these individuals typically experience classroom life.

· Recommend model(s) and strategies for effective character development and a mutually respectful classroom community. Recommendations should include strategies for preventing and solving discipline problems, and teaching essential social skills with clear reference to the social curriculum and social studies standards and methods. 

· Recommended strategies in the social curriculum to advocate for these children and build respect for diversity in all children. Describe strategies for working effectively with families. Clearly demonstrate how the approach promotes the “civility and dignity that is essential … for democratic life,” (Butchart).
Groups must create and distribute a single page handout (30 copies) in class and must include:

· Title, names of the presenters, and references/resources.   
· Brief summary of key facts and essential recommendations from the presentation.

3. Inquiry Project

20% of total grade
Throughout your field experience placement, you are asked to inquire into different elements central to understanding your students’ social context. You will be asked to inquire into the social curriculum by (a) understanding who your students are; (b) developing a community profile; (c) critically examining your own personal theories for teaching and learning; and (c) improving your students’ social curriculum (by teaching one social skills lesson). Your paper should be well organized and include all of the components listed below (double spaced). 

Components:

1. Community profile (inc. a photo tour of school neighborhood)
2. Physical classroom context (inc. pics of classroom w/out students, each area, analysis)
3. Class demographics (inc. student list, who’s who, who interacts with who, when)

4. Social skills data collection (inc. pre assessment sample and other data collection tools)
5. Data analysis (show data tallies and how you made sense of the data – often hand-analyzed)

6. Lesson plan (one social skills lesson plan, can be team taught)

7. Teach a lesson (one lesson about social skills, small group is okay, at least 15 min. long)

8. Student assessment (collect student assessments, scored and analyzed)

9. Lesson Reflection (reflect on what was taught, how well it was learned, data analysis)

10. Next steps (identify what you’d do next if you had the opportunity to do so)

4. Social Skills/Social Studies Lesson Plan (15 points)
  15% of total grade

This lesson plan is one of the components listed above (#6) and is graded separately

Select a typical social skill issue or problem that occurs in classroom relationships (for example: responding to rules, making friends, scapegoating, bullying, being insensitive to the needs and feelings of others).
Using the standard Childhood/Early Childhood Department lesson plan format, prepare a cooperative learning lesson for a small or large group of students that teaches one social skill (listening, speaking, turn taking, asking questions, helping, asking for help, for example) pertinent to this problem The plan must integrate social studies content and standards and language arts content and standards.  This assignment will be submitted three times throughout the semester: The First submission will be a draft lesson plan; students will receive narrative feedback and will be asked to make modifications if needed. The second submission will be the revised draft lesson plan. Students will re-write their lesson plan by making any necessary changes to the initial draft plan. After students receive their revised draft lesson plan back, they are then to implement the lesson plan in their host classrooms. Students must communicate with their host teachers to find an agreed-upon time to implement the lesson. Following the lesson, students will reflect on the lesson by responding to questions that will be provided with the full assignment description. Students’ final lesson plans and corresponding reflection will be submitted for a grade FOLLOWING the implemented lesson. Final versions of lesson plans will not be accepted beyond the last day of classes.

Required Elements

The lesson should include:

· A children’s book. 

· An activity for students. 

· At least two Websites that provide teacher resource material or related activities for children. 

The criteria will be discussed in class. Refer to the ACEI Standards and NCSSS standards to help you understand and apply important considerations including:

· Appropriate adaptation to development and diverse students.

· Development of students’ critical thinking and problem solving skills.

· Active engagement of students in learning.

· Assessment strategies to determine student needs and to evaluate student learning.

· Collaboration with families.

5. Philosophy, Critical Reflection and Analysis of Field Experience* 20% of total grade                          

Interview your host teacher and have a discussion about your host teacher’s perspective on the social curriculum and social studies. Develop a critical analysis of your host teacher’s approach that draws upon course theory from classroom management and social studies. The analysis should include references to your host classroom’s students’ familial, cultural and social background. Finally, develop your own philosophy regarding the social curriculum and its implementation in elementary contexts.

Required Elements
The analysis and conclusions must include the following elements:

· Critical reflection of the social curriculum and the social studies curriculum in the practicum setting (drawing upon the teacher’s statements and what was observed).

· Analysis and conclusions about the nature of the children’s explicit and implicit learning drawn from the collected data. 

· Discussion of the effect of your field placement experience on your philosophy and professional practice. 

EDU 378: The Social and Academic Curriculum 1: Assignments and Due Dates
	Date
	Readings and Assignments Due Today
	Topic of Inquiry

	Monday, Jan. 25
	Orientation Meeting
	Introduction to Block 1

	Wednesday, Jan. 27
	NYS SS Standards, p. 1;

SS Resource Guide, p. 3-36
	

	Monday, Feb. 1
	Powell, p. 3-21
R. R. # 1 Due
	The Social Curriculum and the Social Studies Curriculum; Yesterday and Today

	Wednesday, Feb. 3
	Powell, p. 260-286


	

	Monday, Feb. 8
	T. Tolerance p. 1-29

R. R. #2 Due
	Experiential learning



	Wednesday, Feb. 10 - 
Friday, Feb. 12
	Trip to Raquette Lake

Reading handouts – distributed in class
	

	Monday, Feb. 15 
	T. Tolerance p. 31-54


	Society, Children and Diversity

	Wednesday, Feb. 17
	Reading handouts – distributed in class.
	

	Monday, Feb. 22
	Powell, p.22-40
Social Skills/Social Studies Lesson Plan Due (1st draft)
	Cultural and personal labels; historical perspectives

	Wednesday, Feb. 24
	Powell, p. 40-45
Team Teaching Presentations (Children’s Social Conditions) Due
	

	Monday, March 1
	Powell, p. 49-65
R. R. #3 Due
	Promoting responsibility; self and others

	Wednesday, March 3
	Powell, p. 69-90
	

	Monday, March 8
	T. Tolerance p. 55-82
	Developing cultural and local understandings of social curricula

	Wednesday, March 10
	Reading handouts – distributed in class
Mid-term Exam
	

	Monday, March 15
	Powell p. 93-107
	Attitudes and values: Social studies and social interest

	Wednesday, March 17
	Powell p. 107-115

	

	Monday, March 22
	Powell p. 117-127

	Developing  multi-cultural Competence, conflict and cooperation in classrooms

	Wednesday, March 24
	Powell p. 127-143
Social Skills/Social Studies Lesson Plan Due (2nd draft) *
	

	Monday, March 29
	T. Tolerance, p. 83-109

Reading handouts – distributed in class
	Theories of socialization: Dreikurs’ democratic discipline

	Wednesday, March 31
	T. Tolerance, p. 111-140

Reading handouts – distributed in class

R. R. #4 Due
	Theories of socialization: Glasser’s Reality Therapy

	Monday, April 5
	Reading handouts – distributed in class


	

	Wednesday, April 7
	T. Tolerance, p. 141-169

Reading handouts – distributed in class

R. R. #5 Due
	Theories of socialization: Canter’s Assertive Discipline

	Monday, April 12
	T. Tolerance, p. 172-197 
Revisit Powell, p. 261-287
	

	Wednesday, April 14
	Handouts distributed in class
	Building Community: Responsive Classroom;

Children’s Study of Time, Continuity and Change: History

	Monday, April 19
	Reading handouts distributed in class

	

	Wednesday, April 21
	Revisit Powell p. 261-287

	Monday, April 26
	Inquiry Project due (including taught social skills lesson and reflection)
	Celebrating diversity: Living in a democracy; 

People, places and environments: Geography

	Wednesday, April 28
	Handouts distributed in class
	

	Monday, May 3
	Handouts distributed in class

	Production, Distribution and Consumption: Economics

	Wednesday, May 5
	Critical Reflection and Analysis of Field Experience Paper Due
	Putting it all together: Efficacy and social justice

	Monday, May 10
	Last Class
	

	Final: TBA
	Block 1 Final Presentations


* The final submission of the Social Skills/Social Studies lesson plan must be implemented in your host classroom between Feb. 24  and April 23. The final submission of your written lesson plan (that you already taught) AND completed reflection must be handed in no later than April 26, 2010.
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