State University of New York College at Cortland
School of Education
Childhood/Early Childhood Department
Education 647: Social Education in the Digital Age
Course Syllabus
	Course Information:
Semester/year: Spring 2010
Credit Hours: 3
Class: Asynchronous 
Location: Cortland’s elearning environment
Section: 501

CRN: 23827
	Professor Information:
Dr. Kimberly Rombach
Office: SOE Bldg. #1247
Office Phone: 753-5687
Office Hours: M/W 10:45-1:15
and by appointment
Email: rombachk@cortland.edu

	Required Materials:

Berson, M., Cruz, B., Duplass, J. & Johnston, J. (2005). Social Studies on the Internet. 2nd ed. Columbus, OH: Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall.

Warschauer, M. (2004). Technology and Social Inclusion: Rethinking the Digital Divide. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.


Course Description:

This course is designed to prepare graduate students in the social specialization strand to become "wise connoisseurs" of social studies resources on the Internet. This course will also explore practical theory and research concerning teaching and learning social studies on the Internet while providing multiple experiences to use communication technology. Students will create an Internet resource guide for use in the social studies classroom. Pre/Co-requisite: EDU 524. (3 cr. hr.)

Course Attendance Policy:

Your online presence and participation are crucial in a course will meet electronically. Please be prepared to be online regularly (at least once each week) throughout the semester.

Academic Integrity Statement:
The College is an academic community, which values academic integrity and takes seriously its responsibility for upholding academic honesty. All members of the academic community have an obligation to uphold high intellectual and ethical standards. For more information on academic integrity and academic dishonesty, please refer to the College Handbook, the College Catalog and the Code of Student Conduct and Related Policies or ask your instructor.

Students with Disabilities:
If you are a student with a disability and wish to request accommodations, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services located in B-40 Van Hoesen Hall or call (607) 753-2066 for an appointment. Information regarding your disability will be treated in a confidential manner. Because many accommodations require early planning, requests for accommodations should be made as early as possible.

Grading: Grading will be based on online participation and assignments. Numerical grade equivalents are as follows (A+ is reserved for flawless work of exceptional quality reflecting original insight, creativity and perfect attendance.): 


A     95 - 100%
A-    90 - 94%
B+   88 - 89%
B     84 - 87%
B-    80 - 83%
C+   78 - 79%
C     74 - 77%
C-    70 - 73%
D+   68 - 69%
D     64 - 67%
D-    60 - 63%
F      00 - 59%

Learning Activities and Assignments:
The following are requirements of this course. You will be asked to evaluate yourself on each of these throughout the duration of this course.

1. Online Class Participation
· Demonstrate your thorough understandings of the assigned readings
· Contribute regularly electronically in class (minimally at least one time per week) - not dominating discussions or having to be prompted to contribute (see syllabus for more details).

2. Reading Assignments
· There is extensive required reading found on the Internet and in texts for this course. You are expected to read the assigned material and respond well to it through online class discussions and/or in your written assignments.


3. Written Assignments
 · Four reader responses

 · One technology autobiography
· One annotated social studies website listing (Internet Resource Guide)

· Two reviews and analyses of children's social studies websites.


4. Teaching Assignments
· One virtual field trip assignment

Course Assessment and Evaluation:

Evaluation should be designed to (1) promote your own growth and learning; (2) give you on-going feedback; (3) strengthen the working relationship between the teacher and the student.


Detailed descriptions of all assignments and corresponding grading rubrics will be handed out in class. Please follow the rubric and assignment explanations carefully to avoid misunderstandings.


Assessment and evaluation of this course will be based on a 100-point system and is outlined as follows:

Online class discussions/participation


15 points
Reader Responses: 4 @ 5 points each 


20 points
Technology autobiography




10 points
Virtual Field Trip





15 points
Social Studies Internet Resource Guide


20 points

Children's Social Studies Website Review and Analysis #1
10 points
Children’s Social Studies Website Review and Analysis #2 10 points


Rewrite and Re-do policy:

Reader responses cannot be rewritten. Reader responses will not be accepted late.

If you receive less than 7/10 on your Technology Autobiography, you can set up a time to meet individually with me to discuss any missing components. Revisions can be made and you can resubmit your Technology Autobiography. Your new grade will be an average of the original and new grade. Your Technology Autobiography will not be accepted late.

If you receive less than 7/10 on either of your Children's Social Studies Website Reviews and Analyses, you can re-write them and turn them in within one week. If you resubmit either of them, they must be re-typed and you must turn in your original analyses so I can see the changes you made. Your new grade will be an average of the original and new grade. This assignment will not be accepted late.

Your social studies Internet resource guide will be reviewed and assessed at various times throughout the semester. It will not be accepted late, nor can it be redone.


Instructions for Written Assignments:

Since this course is offered online, there are some specific instructions that will be helpful to you when preparing to write and when writing your assignments.

You should always compose your response using your word processor first (instead of composing it in Blackboard/online). This will give you the opportunity to revise, proofread and spell check your writing. When you have completed your answer, save it as a Word file (only as a .doc or .rtf file) and attach it to the appropriate assignment link.
Please be sure to read the directions for each assignment carefully for detailed assignment requirements, due dates and anything else that may be specific to the requirement. 

All written assignments must be submitted as an attached file, created using MS Word or software that is compatible with MS Word. If you are unsure about how to attach a file, please use the help link at the top right of the screen. Throughout this course, all assignments will be submitted through Blackboard; papers will not accept through by email. Please submit all of your coursework as attached files in the designated assignment areas for this course.

Netiquette:

Our course is taken online so it is important that students understand and display appropriate ‘netiquette’. Please be courteous and use appropriate forms of communication and interaction over the Internet (in online discussions). This means no persona attacks, obscene language, or even intolerant expression. All viewpoints should be respected so we can build a collaborative learning community. Thanks for your attention to this matter.

Course Schedule: Reading Assignments and Assignment Due Dates

	Date
	Readings and Assignments Due Today

	Mon., January 25
	Introduction to course, review syllabus and all resources online, explore assumptions about online teaching and learning.

Online Discussion Entry #1 Due (by midnight)

	Mon., February 1
	Read an excerpt from Expectations of Excellence: Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (only read the intro. and the 10 strands) at: http://www.socialstudies.org/standards/
Read the 5 online questions and all associated answers at: 
http://caret.iste.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=questions&topicID=1 
Online Discussion Response #2 Due (respond to initial question only)

	Mon., February 8
	Read Warschauer, pg. 1-10

Technology Autobiography Due

Online Discussion Entry #3 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., February 15
	Read Berson, pg. 1-15

Reader Response #1 Due

Online Discussion Entry #4 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., February 22
	Read Warschauer, pg. 11-30

Online Discussion Entry #5 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., March 1
	Read Warschauer, pg. 31-48

Reader Response #2 Due

Online Discussion Entry #6 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., March 8
	Read Berson, pg. 16-24 (visit selected sites)
Virtual Field Trip Due
Online Discussion Entry #7 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., March 15
	Spring Break (No discussion responses are required throughout the break)

	Mon., March 22
	Read Warschauer, pg. 49-79

Online Discussion Entry #8 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., March 29
	Read Berson, pg. 25-40 (and visit selected sites)

Children's Social St. Website Review and Analysis #1 Due

Online Discussion Entry #9 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., April 5
	Read Berson, pg. 41-58 (and visit selected sites)

Read Warschauer, pg. 109-152

Reader Response #3 Due

Online Discussion Entry #10 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., April 12
	Read Berson, pg. 59-65

Children's Social St. Website Review and Analysis #2 Due

Online Discussion Entry #11 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., April 19
	Read Berson, pg. 59-65

Reader Response #4 Due

Online Discussion Entry #12 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., April 26
	Read Berson, pg. 66-73\

Online Discussion Entry #13 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., May 3
	Read Berson, pg. 74-139

Social Studies Internet Resource Guide Due

Online Discussion Entry #14 and Reply to Someone Else Due

	Mon., May 10
	Last online class date

Online Discussion Entry #15 and Reply to Someone Else Due


