EDU 647: Social Education in the Digital Age

Online Discussion Directions

You are asked to participate in an online discussion to answer questions posed by the instructor and to comment on and/or add to other classmates’ responses at least once weekly throughout the semester.

This document provides instructions on how to respond to discussions. 

A discussion thread will be started for each week of class. You are asked to respond to the originally posted question once.  You are also asked to respond to another student’s response at least once each week. Therefore, you are required to virtually participate in our class by making at least 2 discussion entries for each week.

There are two terms that you need to be familiar with for this part of our course:

Discussion response: A discussion response is the writing and electronically submitting that you will do to answer the initially posted question(s).
Discussion reply: A discussion reply is your comment on another student’s posted response or reply. 

Here are the directions for posting a discussion response:
1. Click on the discussion link on the left hand side of the screen.

2. Click on the discussion title for the week.

3. Read the provided description of the discussion assignment/question (You may want to copy and paste this information into a Word document, close Blackboard and write your response in Word and then copy and past it as a discussion entry. The reason for doing this is to be sure that you have the time you need to respond and that you have an opportunity to proof read your work before submitting it).

4. When you are ready to respond, click on create message.

5. Add a subject line and then add your message in the provided box. If you are interested in changing font or formatting your answer in a particular way, enabling the HTML creator will provide you with this option.

6. When you’ve completed your message, click on the preview button so you can view what others will see before you actually post your information.

7. If you need to make any changes to your post, you can edit your writing when you are in preview mode. If everything looks fine to you, click on post.

8. You will then see your posting listed below the initial discussion question.

Here are the directions for posting a discussion reply:

1. Provide some time (a few days but not more than that) for students to respond to the initial discussion response.

2. Read the postings and determine a place where you can make a comment on someone’s ideas/perspectives.

3. When you’ve selected the posting that you’d like to respond to, you can then read the posting in its entirety and then comment on the post and click preview to view your reply and then click post to submit your reply.

a. When a discussion reply has been made, you will notice a + next to the discussion title and you can click on the discussion title to expand the threaded discussion. 

b. In the discussion section of Blackboard, a reply to another’s response is indented a second time – etc. this system of indents helps us determine which responses go together. By using the ‘collapse’ and ‘expand’ ,, you can follow the give and take of a threaded discussion  --which is the equivalent of an in-class discussion.

Quality of discussion responses

Responses such as “I agree”; “Good question”; or “Good answer” are incomplete. Please be sure that your responses are well supported with detail, carefully typed, well thought out, grammatically correct and respectful of another student or any other person. A high quality response contains information from the course text and applies that information to a concept in a meaningful way, or facilitates understanding of the course material or topic. Students will earn 1 point each week for quality participation in discussions. Discussion responses and replies are worth 15 points of your overall course grade.

Netiquette 

As our online discussion will be public, please observe proper ‘’netiquette’ – courteous and appropriate forms of communication and interaction over the Internet (in online discussions). This means no personal attacks, obscene language, or even intolerant expression. All viewpoints should be respected. Thanks for your consideration regarding this matter.

Discussion Topics

You will be provided with different discussion topics each week class begins. For this semester, we began our course on a Wednesday so initial discussion topics will be posted on Wednesdays. Please check for a new discussion topic weekly.

