EDU 379:

Exploring Virtual Pen Pals and E-pals

When we think of education, it is essential that we create social situations for students to learn from each other. How can we do so responsibly (and safely)? We can create one teacher-guided and owned email account to communicate with other teachers who will forward info about their class and student letters to your students.

ePALS Global Network connects over 4.6 million students and educators in 191 countries for classroom to classroom projects and for cross-cultural learning.  This site is owned and operated by ePALS Classroom Exchange, Inc. The website address is: http://www.epals.com
Intercultural Email Classroom Connections connects nearly 8000 teachers in 82 countries for email correspondence. The website address is: http://iecc.org  

Kids' Space Connection is an International Meeting Place for teachers and their students. This site allows users to obtain epals and to share international projects. The website address is: http://www.ks-connection.org
International Education and Resource Network (iEARN) is a global network that allows educators to share projects with other classrooms around the world. The website address is: http://iearn.org
Students of the World is a website originating from France that offers epals, information about different countries and some participating schools' websites. The website address is: http://www.studentsoftheworld.info 

Kidlink is a website that encourages youth to build social and knowledge networks around the world. This site offers listservs and chatrooms for students so be cautious when using this site. As always, review all contents first. The website address is:


http://www.kidlink.org/english/general/intro.html
WorldWise Schools connects students to Peace Corps volunteers around the world. This allows students to read and respond to letters (correspondence match), watch videos about volunteers' experiences and read stories from people all over the world. The website address is: http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws
United Nations Cyber Schoolbus is a global teaching and learning project that allows teachers and students to email a global ambassador questions. The site contains info about Model United Nations (a simulation of UN) and other info about the UN. The website address is: http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/
People to People International School and Classroom Program is a program that connects classrooms together from around the world to complete "pen friend" projects to help students learn about and appreciate cultural differences. The website address is: http://www.ptpi.org/programs/school_class.jsp 

