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1. Learning Objectives
· After reading Snail Started It, the students will be able to describe how each of the animals felt by having a verbal discussion. (Comprehension)

· After discussing forgiveness, the students will illustrate a time that they someone mad them mad by drawing a picture. (Application)

· After the lesson, students will be able to explain what forgiveness is by drawing a picture and having a class discussion. (Knowledge) 
2. Assessment
(a) Learning outcomes of previous lesson related to this topic:

· N/A
(b) Focus of assessment in this lesson (related to objectives):

· Students will read the story Snail Started It to investigate different scenarios in which individuals have had their feeling hurt and how this made them feel.  Students will then be able to see how the situations were resolved and they will have the opportunities to develop their own solutions.

· Students will draw a picture that demonstrates a time in which they remember being hurt by someone else or a time that someone else made them feel mad.

· Once students have drawn their pictures they will draw a picture of themselves forgiving the other person or showing forgiveness towards that person.
· The students will become involved in a class discussion about the forgiveness that is shown in their pictures.

(c) Method of assessment used in this lesson:

· Students will be assessed by their participation and comments that are made during the story and the class discussion and questions.

· Students will also be assessed on their drawings and the explanations of their drawings.  Did they show forgiveness in their pictures?  Did their pictures show forgiveness on their part towards an individual that made them mad or hurt them?  These are two questions to be considered while examining the pictures.

(d) Differentiation (of expected outcomes):

· Visual – The story that was chosen will have pictures that the students can look at while it is being read.  The pictures depict the situations and the expressions on the faces of the characters convey the feelings that the students are learning about.  The pictures that the students will draw will be shared with the entire group and the other students will have the chance to look at the pictures.

· Auditory – The story will be read out loud by the teacher to the students.  Students will be able to sit and listen to the story.  Discussions will also be verbal for student to listen and obtain information from their classmates.

· Tactile – Students will have the opportunity to draw pictures using colored pencils, crayons, and markers to show the same ideas that were discussed with the whole group and that were demonstrated in the story.  Students will also have the opportunity to hold the story and look through the pictures and words themselves while they are creating their own pictures.  

3. New York State Learning Standards
· 5.4.4

Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government - Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 
Key Idea 4 - The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and develop and refine participatory skills.
Performance Indicator – Students will evaluate the consequences for each alternative solution or course of action.

· 5.4.6

Standard 5 - Civics, Citizenship, and Government - Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental system of the U.S. and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation. 

Key Idea 4 - The study of civics and citizenship requires the ability to probe ideas and assumptions, ask and answer analytical questions, take a skeptical attitude toward questionable arguments, evaluate evidence, formulate rational conclusions, and develop and refine participatory skills.
Performance Indicator 6 – Students will propose an action plan to address the issue of how to solve the problem.
4. Materials
· Book: Snail Started It by: Katja Reider and Angela von Roehl
· Construction Paper

· Crayons

· Markers

· Colored Pencils

5. Lesson Process

(a) Introduction (approximate time / Links to prior knowledge):

· The introduction will take approximately three minutes.

· All the students will sit in a circle on the reading rug with the teacher joining them in the circle.  The teacher will begin the lesson by asking some questions to elicit their students past experiences.  Questions such as these will be asked, “Can anyone remember a time that they had their feelings hurt by a friend?”  “How did you feel?”  “Can anyone remember a time when they hurt their friend’s feelings?”  “How did your friend feel?”  Students will be called on to provide examples of their past experiences with the class as a whole group.  The teacher will then ask the group to raise their hands if these questions apply to them, “Have you been apologized to?”  “Have you ever apologized to someone else?”

(b) Learning procedures relating to objectives (approximate time):

· This section will take approximately twenty minutes.

· While the students are still sitting in a circle and thinking about the questions that were posed to them the teacher will introduce the story Snail Started It.  The teacher will explain, “This story is about several animal friends that hurt each others feelings by things that they say and things that they do.  While we are reading the story quietly think about similar things that people have done to you and how you felt when that happened.”  The teacher will begin to read the story making sure that each student is able to see the pictures.  After the teacher has read the example of snail apologizing to pig ask the students “How did pig feel before snail apologized? (Students may say that the pig felt sad)  How does pig feel now that snail has apologized to him?” (Students may say that the pig now feels happy)  For the rest of the apologies in the book, the teacher should put the book down and ask students “What do you think will happen next? (Students may say that the animal will apologize)  How do you think that those characters felt? (Students may say that they felt sad) How do you think that they feel now?” (Students may say that they now feel happy)   When the teacher reached the last sentence in the book read “And that night…” allow the students to finish that sentence by asking “How did the all of the animals feel that night/at the end of the book?” (Students may say that the animals feel happy because they have al apologized and are friends again)
· The teacher will then explain the activity to the students by saying, “You will now draw a picture of a time that someone hurt your feelings or made you made.  Draw what that person did to make you mad or hurt your feelings.  Make sure to illustrate how you felt by showing the expression on your face.  If you would like, you may draw a text bubble and write what you were thinking when this happened.  I would then like you to flip the paper over and draw a picture of you forgiving the person the hurt you or made you mad.  Again, remember to show the expression on your faces.  Think about how you felt before and after you forgave the person.  I would also like you to think about how the other person may have felt before and after you forgave them.  This might be easiest by thinking about a time that you may have hurt one of your friend’s feelings or made them mad.”  As the students are working on their pictures, the teacher should walk around the classroom and individually ask each student to explain their pictures.  Ask them “why do you think it is important to forgive another person?”  Once they have their answer, and it has been discussed with the teacher, ask the students to write it on the side of their paper that they drew themselves forgiving their friend.  As the students finish their pictures encourage them to talk with the other students in their group of desks about the pictures that they drew.
(c) Conclusion (approximate time / Checking for understanding):
· The conclusion will be approximately 4 minutes in length.
· The teacher will ask all of the students to come back to the reading rug and form their circle again.  The students will also be asked to bring their pictures with them.  The teacher will say “I would like everyone to hold up the side of their picture that shows them being hurt by their friend.  Now look around at your classmates pictures.  How are the similar? How are they different?  I would now like you to flip your pictures over and show the other side.  Look at your classmates pictures again.  How are the similar?  How are they different”  I would now like to go around in a circle and have everyone share why they think it is important to forgive others.”  As the students are reading their responses, encourage the other students to be respectful and listen.  Once the students have finished say, “I am now going to collect all of your pictures and hang them in the hall.  As other students walk by they will be able to see why it is important to use forgiveness.”

6. “If time”/extensions
· If time: If there is extra time, ask the students to get into groups of two.  Then ask them to take turns acting out scenarios from the story.  One partner will say or do something that was hurtful, like in the book.  The other partner will then forgive them.  The students should then discuss how they felt or would feel if this really happened to them.  Ask then questions such as, “What would you say to the other person?  What would you do?”
· Extensions: The teacher should ask the students to keep in mind the story that they read and the discussions that they had.  The teachers should say “Next time someone does something that hurts your feelings or makes you mad, what will you do?  Remember what the animals in the story did.  Also remember the pictures that you drew.  How did you feel after you forgave someone for something that they did to you?  Think hard about forgiving that person.  If you are not sure what to do you can talk to one of your classmates and they can help you.”

7. References

· Adapted from: http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/4459.shtml
Picture of Snail Started It, which will be used with this lesson.



