Assessment #1 Licensure Assessment 

1.  Brief description of the assessment and its use in the program:  The Liberal Arts and Sciences Test (LAST) and the Secondary Assessment of Teaching Skills –Written (ATS-W) are administered by the New York State Department of Education through the New York State Teacher Certification Examination Program. LAST consists of multiple choice questions and a written assignment covering scientific, mathematical, and technological processes; historical and social scientific awareness; artistic expression and the humanities; communication and research skills; and written analysis and expression. ATS-W consists of multiple-choice questions and a written assignment measuring professional and pedagogical knowledge at the Adolescent level (grades 7-12).  The state minimum score for passing either exam, as of August 2008, is a total score of 220 (out of a maximum of 300).  Beginning in the fall of 2008, all candidates are required to take the LAST exams prior to their student teaching.  Before this point, the tests could be taken whenever the student felt prepared, so many candidates waited until their final semester to take the exams.

2. Alignment with NCTE standards: The following charts briefly highlight which NCTE standards these exams address:

LAST






NCTE SPA Standards
Historical and Social Scientific Awareness

2.2, 2.5

Artistic Expression and the Humanities

2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7

ATS-W





NCTE SPA Standards
Student Development and Learning


2.1, 2.4, 4.4, 4.7

Instruction and Assessment



4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10

The Professional Environment


2.3

The LAST covers a large amount of subject matter. The areas that speak most closely to the study of English, Historical and Social Scientific Awareness and Artistic Expression and the Humanities, give a good general overview of the content area of English described by the NCTE (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7). In addition, this test addresses some of the attitudes for English Language Arts (2.2, 2.5, 2.6).  

By contrast, ATS-W is focused more on pedagogy. Its three components assess Student Development and Learning, Instruction and Assessment, and The Professional Environment. The first component deals equally with both attitudes and pedagogical skills (2.1, 2.4, 4.4, 4.7). The second is the exclusive domain of pedagogical skills (4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.5, 4.6, 4.8, 4.9, 4.10). The last section concerns itself with the professional element (2.3).

The New York State Teacher Certification Examinations and scoring rubrics are not available (in their entirety) to the public or institutions.  Samples of test items and scoring rubrics are available for practice purposes on the NYSED website.  The link to the website is  http://www.nystce.nesinc.com/PDFs/NY_fld005_prepguide.pdf. 
3.  A brief analysis of the data findings:

Undergraduate candidate test results for LAST and ATS-W from 2005 to 2009:


Undergraduates


LAST


ATS-W

Number of candidates: 

   33


    32


Average score:


263.75


  259.25


Percentage Passing:


 100%


  100%






4.  Interpretation of Data – Evidence of Meeting Standards: During the 2005-2009 period, candidates in our undergraduate program consistently passed the benchmark score set by the New York State Department of Education by a comfortable margin (passing rate was 100% throughout). Given that these exams touch upon every NCTE standard and that New York State requires these exams for licensure, the data suggest that our coursework, in the aggregate, is providing the proper groundwork necessary for teacher certification.  

5.  See Attachment 1 (5a) Description of LAST and ATS-W certification exams, (5b) Scoring Guide, and (5c) Candidate Data

1 (5a) The Liberal Arts and Sciences Tests (LAST) is designed to assess knowledge and skills in five areas:  scientific, mathematical, and technical processes; historical and social scientific awareness; artistic expression and the humanities, communication and research skill; and written analysis and expression.  The Secondary Assessment of Teaching Skills—Written test, on the other hand, is designed to assess pedagogical knowledge and skills in four areas:  Student Development and Learning; Instruction and Assessment; The Professional Environment; and Instruction and Assessment: Constructed Response Assignment.

1 (5b)  Both tests contain approximately 80 multiple choice questions and one written assignment.  A perfect score on the test is 300, with 220 being the minimum score required for passing.

1 (5c)  Candidate Data:  
	Undergraduate:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	05_06
	06_07
	07_08
	08 09

	Test Code/ Subtest Name
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	010 LAST-overall
	9
	267
	11
	263
	8
	268
	5
	257

	011 LAST-Scientific, Math., & Tech. Processes
	9
	268
	11
	273
	8
	271
	5
	276

	012 LAST-Historical & Social Scientific Awareness
	9
	272
	11
	265
	8
	268
	5
	247

	013 LAST-Artistic Expression & Humanities
	9
	272
	11
	264
	8
	274
	5
	281

	014 LAST-Communication & Research Skills
	9
	257
	11
	255
	8
	267
	5
	242

	015 LAST-Written Analysis & Expression
	9
	264
	11
	256
	8
	260
	5
	236

	
	05_06
	06_07
	07_08
	08 09

	Test Code/ Subtest Name
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean
	N
	Mean

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	910 ATS-W-SEC.-overall
	9
	254
	11
	259
	8
	262
	4
	262

	911 ATS-W-SEC-Student Development & Learning
	9
	254
	11
	263
	8
	265
	4
	254

	912 ATS-W-SEC-Instruction & Assessment
	9
	262
	11
	262
	8
	257
	4
	265

	913 ATS-W-SEC-Professional Environment
	9
	249
	11
	270
	8
	265
	4
	251

	914 ATS-W-SEC-Instruction & Assessment-constructed response
	9
	244
	11
	239
	8
	267
	4
	274


